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BUSINESS BUILDING 


OUR SUBSCRIBERS’ DISCUSSIONS. 


HE time allowed for manuscripts sent in answer to 
the first question : ““ What is the Best Method of Fil- 
ing Prescriptions?” expired on Tuesday, January 21. 
The number of replies received to this question was grati- 
fyingly large, and the papers are distinguished by a high 
order of merit, one of them, at least, possessing excep- 
tional features of novelty, and outlining a method of 
filing prescriptions which will commend itself very highly 
to pharmacists who do either a large or small prescription 
business. We will now announce the second question of 
the series. It is this: What is the Best Method of Encap- 
sulating Liquid Drugs? This subject is one of peculiar 
interest at the present time, in view of the frequency with 
which liquid preparations of a volatile nature are pre- 
scribed in capsule form, and we may suggest that the chief 
points for consideration might be: The treatment of 
the hard gelatine capsule to receive the unmixed volatile 
fluid—e. g., creosote; the massing of the volatile fluid 
with a suitable absorbent substance; the manipulation of _ 
chemically incompatible substances in order to prevent 
the decomposition of the mass before it is swallowed— 
e. g., ichthyol and magnesium carbonate; when massed, 
the handling of the mass and filling of the capsule; de- 
scriptions of instruments and appliances used in filling 
capsules. Answers to this second question of the series 
are to be received not later than February 25, 1902. They 
should be addressed to The Editor, the AMERICAN DruG- 
GIST, 62-68 West Broadway, New York. 





THE MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE. 


BILL has been introdue¢ed into the lower house of 
Congress, providing for a change in the title of the 
U. S. Marine Hospital Service to that of the Public 
Health Service, and also providing for some changés in 
the grades of the surgeons of the service, but making no 
mention of the hospital stewards, thus leaving them un- 
changed in the positions they now occupy. While the bilf 
is understood to meet with the approval of the supervising 
Surgeon-General, it does not meet with universal ap- 
proval among the surgeons of the service, as it leaves un- 
changed several features which have been from time to 
time the subject of adverse criticism. 

This is practically the only Government service in 
which no provision is made for an analytical check upon 
the medical supplies purchased. Even the Indian Bu- 
reau, which like the Marine Hospital Service is under the 
Secretary of the Treasury, has its analytical chemist, who 
passes upon, and not infrequently rejects, supplies fur- 
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nished by contractors. It is, therefore, eminently desir- 
able that a concerted effort be made at this time to secure 
better recognition for pharmacy in this branch of the Gov- 
ernment service, and we urge every reader of this journal 
to write at once to his representative in Congress and to 
both the Senators from the State of which he is a citizen 
urging the adoption of the amendment to the bill which 
is printed in our news columns. 





AS TO AN ORGAN OF THE N. A, R. D. 


E learn with some degree of surprise that the Execu- 
tive Committee of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists has still under consideration the project 
of establishing an organ for that body. The folly of such 
a step has been so frequently pointed out, and we think 
so clearly demonstrated, as to have convinced any save 
the most prejudiced mind. The three reasons which have 
been most generally assigned as excuses for taking such 
a step as that in contemplation have been, first, the de- 
sirability of having an organ to voice the views of the 
Executive Committee, and chastise proprietors who fail 
to loyally support the N. A. R. D. plan; the need of an 
additional source of revenue, and finally a means of ex- 
ploiting the association and its doings in an improved 
way. 

The answer to the first of the reasons stated is that 
the drug trade press has not in any single instance, so 
far as we are aware, failed to carry out the wishes of the 
N. A. R. D. as to the publication of facts concerning any 
recalcitrant manufacturer or jobber. Any concealment 
which has been practiced has been due to the failure of 
the N. A. R. D. to ask for the publication of facts which 
it deemed essential to the furtherance of its plans. As 
to the question of revenue, the association will certainly 
be leaning upon a very slender reed if it expects to derive 
any substantial income from any such arrangement as 
that proposed at the Buffalo meeting. The proposition 
there submitted pledged the association to a very large 
extent—namely, a certain sym per capita for each of the 
members of its associations in membership as a subscrip- 
tion to a journal, without giving any definite pledge in 
return, save the very shadowy one of 50 per cent. of the 
expected profits, which were computed at ten to twenty 
thousand dollars. The absurdity of such a proposition 
must be apparent to any business man. It would be prac- 
tically impossible to draw up a contract along these lines 
which would give any assurance to the association of 
profit; and admitting the possibility of a profit, as has al- 
ready been pointed out, any profit which might accrue 
would undoubtedly be at some cost in the respect and es- 
teem of the proprietary men which would make it very 
dearly bought indeed. If the officers of the association 
feel that they have the right to exact tribute from the 
proprietary medicine interests of the country, they would, 
in our opinion, obtain much better results, both in money 
and in good will, by soliciting direct subscriptions than 
in the very roundabout method of establishing an organ 


and taking a portion of the possible profits to be derived 
from the advertising end. 

Finally, as to the giving out of news, it has been pro- 
posed to the Executive Committee that an editor or re- 
porter be attached to the secretary’s office for the prepara- 
tion and dissemination of news through the journals now 
established, and that the expenses of this work be borne 
jointly by the drug journals somewhat in the manner of 
the Associated Press. This proposition is eminently prac- 
ticable and one to which we do not doubt the trade press 
would willingly accede. With this means provided for 
the dissemination of news, it would seem that all reason- 
able grounds for the establishment of an N. A. R. D. 
organ are removed. 





THE RECOGNITION OF DIPHTHERIA ANTI- 
TOXIN BY THE PHARMACOPOEIA. 


- will be recalled by our readers that at the Richmond 
meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, held last year, a special committee was appointed 
to investigate the question of introducing diphtheria anti- 
toxin into the U. S. Pharmacopeeia of 1900-1910. At the 
St. Louis meeting of the Association this committee, con- 
sisting of Prof. L. E. Sayre, E. H. Houghton, M.D., and 
Albert Schneider, M.D., presented a valuable and com- 
prehensive report, based upon information obtained from 
manufacturers of antitoxin, bacteriologists engaged in 
the actual production of antitoxin and biological prod- 
ucts, teachers of bacteriology, health officers in cities 
containing over 100,000 population, and prominent physi- 
cians, especially those devoting their entire attention to 
the subject of diseases of children. 
The conclusions and recommendations of the commit- 
tee were as follows: 

A careful study of these opinions by your committee leads 
us to the conclusion that the coming revision of the U. 8. 
Pharmacopeeia should follow the example of the German 
Pharmacopeeia and officially recognize diphtheria antitoxin. 
The product is in almost universal use to-day by progressive 
physicians, and it should be possible to officially recognize it 
in such a manner that the sick could be protected against 
weakened and worthless serum and the retail druggist could 
be protected in its sale. In Germany this is done by the 
paternalism of the Imperial Government, but in this country 
the whole genius of our national institutions is against gov- 
ernmental paternalism. While it is vitally necessary, if diph- 
theria antitoxin be recognized by our Pharmacopeeia, that it 
be standardized, in order to make recognition of any value, it 
would be as unwise to subject the control of the standardiza- 
tion to political influences as it would be to issue the U. S. 
Pharmacopeia under such auspices. We don’t want science 
by government in this country! 

At the same time it should be possible to provide some 
means of controlling the strength of diphtheria antitoxin 
without governmental supervision. 

We believe that this can be done by requiring of all manu- 
facturers that all diphtheria antitoxin sold as “ U. S. P., 1900- 
1910,” shall state upon the label of each container (1) the 
number of immunizing units in each Cc., (2) the total number 
of immunizing units in each container, and (3) the date after 
which the antitoxin ceases to have the strength claimed for 
it, and also that there shall accompany each package sold a 
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dated and signed voucher by the manufacturer guaranteeing 
(1) the unit strength of the product in each Cc., (2) the total 
unit strength of the package, and (3) the date after which 
the antitoxin ceases to have the strength claimed for it. It 
might be well, also, to require that both label and voucher 
shall be numbered with a laboratory number of the lot made. 

The Pharmacopeia should adopt a standard method for 
manufacturers to follow in determining unit strength, proba- 
bly Ehrlichs’ method, and provide for a series of standard 
strengths of antitoxin. 

By this method the retail druggist could obtain adequate 
protection by buying of manufacturers who could and would 
guarantee it. He would not need to make costly tests re- 
quiring unusual facilities, nor would he be compelled to have 
them made by political governmental inspectors, but he could 
secure the fullest measure of protection by placing the burden 
of responsibility upon the shoulders of the maker, where it 
properly belongs. 

Your committee would therefore recommend that this Asso- 
ciation send a copy of this report and the accompanying 
communications to the Chairman of the Revision Committee 
of the U. S. P. (1900-1910), and ask that he issue a special 
circular to members of the committee, based upon this report, 
requesting that a special vote be taken upon the question of 
the introduction of diphtheria antitoxin into the U. S. Pharma- 
copeia. 


The report was adopted by the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

The one feature that stands out most prominently in 
the report of this committee is the fact that a method 
has been provided whereby retail druggists can be 
adequately protected in the sale of diphtheria antitoxin 
without being compelled to make costly tests requiring 


unusual facilities or have them made at their own ex- 
pense. Das 

This is most important for the reason that the main 
opposition to the official recognition of diphtheria anti- 
toxin has come from retail druggists, who objected to 
becoming responsible for the quality of a product which, 
apparently, they could not control. It was frankly ad- 
mitted that a remedy which, as Dr. W. W. Keen, of 
Philadelphia, recently stated, has reduced the mortality 
in Baltimore from 70 per cent. to 5 per cent., and has 
saved by its use in New York 1,500 lives during a single 
year, was deserving of official recognition, in order that 
its quality could be guaranteed to the sick and the dying. 
But how best to protect the public against the use of 
valueless serums, and how best to protect retail druggists 
in the sale of antitoxin, these were difficult questions to 
answer. 

The committee seems to have solved the difficulty 
and has presented an entirely practicable plan. By the 
method proposed the responsibility for the quality of the 
product would be placed upon the shoulders of the mak- 
ers, where it properly belongs, and retail druggists could 
obtain protection by buying a “U. S. P.” product of 
responsible manufacturers who could and would guaran- 
tee protection. It only remains for the Committee on 
Revision to provide requirements controlling the sale of 
products labeled “U.S. P.” by manufacturers. 

In view of the St. Louis cases, where apparently 
tetanus toxins were present in diphtheria antitoxin, it 
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would be well for the Committee of Revision to require 
that the antitoxin shall not only be sterile, but shall be 
free from any toxin, a fact demonstrable by control or 
physiological tests. 

We trust and believe the Revision Committee will 
give this question the careful consideration that its im- 
portance demands, and will see its way clear to recognize 
the remedy, the use of which is to-day the accepted treat- 
ment for the infectious disease of diphtheria. 





WANTED: AN ALL-STATE BOARD. 
E long, earnestly and consistently urged the unifica- 
tion of the several boards of pharmacy having 
jurisdiction in this State. The first step toward carrying 
out this consummation has been taken, and we now have 
a board that in name at least is the New York State Board 
of Pharmacy. The work is only half-way done, however, 
nor can it be considered as complete until all sectional 
differences are done away with and we have an all-State 
board in fact as well as in name. 

The law as it now stands is a compromise, and, like 
most compromises, shows many weak points. There is 
a healthy spirit of inquiry abroad as to why the qualifica- 
tions of electors are not the same in every section of the 
State. The reasons assigned by those who defend the 
present status of things are not convincing, and it is only 
a matter of time when they will cease to be effective and 
the pressure for a uniform qualification for electors all 
over the State overcomes all opposition. Indeed, unless 
this opposition is shrewd enough to yield gracefully, the 
spirit aroused will carry the reform much further than 
the mere question of qualification, and will give us an 
all-State board devoid of any sectional divisions what- 
ever. 

Already a strong movement is under way in this city 
to throw open the franchise to all licensed pharmacists 
and druggists, and to make the Eastern branch uniform 
in its workings with the other branches. The Manhattan 
Pharmaceutical Association has taken this position and 
urged the adoption of an additional amendment to the bill 
to effect this. It is the only logical position to take while 
the board is sectionally divided as it is. It is ynfor- 
tunate for pharmacy generally in Greater New York that 
a borough so nearly situated to the old City of New York 
as Brooklyn should be in a position to exert an independ- 
ent function in the workings of the Eastern branch. The 
election for members of the Eastern branch should be 
held at one place in the old City of New York, and the 
official headquarters of the branch should be situated 
there. It is a most absurd and unheard of thing to divide 
the work of a branch board, and parcel out its offices as 
is now done. 

A satisfactory solution of the problem of pharmacy 
regulation in the State of New York will not be reached 
until the various boards of pharmacy are unified in fact, 
as well as in name, and all sectional differences are done 
away with. 
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SUGGESTIONS TOWARD INCREASING THE 
PRESTIGE OF THE STORE. 


By JosePH F. HOostTe.uuey, 
Collingdale, Pa. 


N a few modern pharmacies, where some of the finer 
I business details are regarded, provision is made for 
speeding the time patrons voluntarily wait for prescrip- 
tions. The means employed to entertain are many: Cur- 
rent periodicals, the phonograph, the mutoscope, etc. 
There is a deep, underlying strata of practical wisdom 
in this proceeding which the superficial thinker is likely 
to underestimate. The appreciation felt by a customer 
toward any measure that relieves the tedium of waiting 
is a significant factor in a business equation. The bear- 
ing it has on the business status of the pharmacist, as 
viewed by the public, is analogous to the reception ac- 
corded the customer by the druggist or his clerk. The 
address of tht store attendant may be formal, friendly 
or familiar. The inherent faculties of the individual 
shouid tell him unerringly which attitude to assume in 
the proper situation. Sometimes, however, something 
seems amiss with the intuition of the innate attribute: A 
yokel is out of his field. When the public gives palpable 
preference to one pharmacy in a town or district, it is 
unmistakable that a peculiar something in the particular 
atmosphere of this store is the magnet. This something 
is business breath and breadth; the magnet is the man. 
He has good business judgment, tact and skill; he is a 
man of a modern, progressive spirit, and the critique 
of his clerks must be nearly on a par. He surrounds 
himself with the proper elements of a successful busi- 
ness and success is inevitable. 


PUBLIC SUPPORT IS CLAIMED BY COURTEOUS ATTENTION 


on the part of the store attendants, not by force of num- 
bers. Patronage is won by looking to details, by study- 
ing the minor elements of a business deportment as they 
have bearing on the essential person of the customer. 
Patronage will naturally gravitate toward the point 
where human interests and instincts find a token of sym- 
pathy. Make a customer feel welcome, at home and at 
ease, from their entrance to their departure, and he or 
she will come gladly, voluntarily, frequently. 


” 


“ENTERTAIN THE WAITING PATRON. 


The phonograph or the mutoscope admirably serve 
the waiting customer as a happy medium to relieve the 
tension of expectancy. Often a customer will wait pa- 
tiently for a prescription, be it powder or pills, with a 
comfortable chair and a popular periodical. A current 
magazine of the day, with bright, crisp fiction and fact, 
will shorten the minutes of waiting as though Father 
Time had taken pause to look through the pages himself. 
For the purpose in view, however, observation points to 
the illustrated comic sheet as one of the best and most 
appreciated expedients in print. Humor finds an affinity 
more often than science or art. This is evidenced by 
the dog-eared pages of a Puck or Judge so often seen 
beside but little thumbed monthly of more sober thoughts. 
The druggist might make capital of this prompting of 
human nature by compiling a comic volume of illustrated 
humor that would favor his business in every flash of 
wit, a volume that would cleverly turn seasonable jest 
into serious advertising. 


SUGGESTION FOR A STORE SCRAP-BOOK OF WIT AND HUMOR. 


Let a book of large blank pages and an attractive 
binding be procured ; select carefully illustrations of pure 
humor from some of the many available sources, and, 
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with the aid of a paste-pot and brush, group them to 
advantage in the pages of the scrap-book. Colored illus- 
trations among the black and white will lend an artistic 
tone to the volume and greatly enhance the value of the 
book as an appeal to the eye. Each page will present 
but a few selections. Beneath each illustration the drug- 
gist will carefully pen a brief, befitting commentary upon 
the witticism, appropriating the gist or the tenor of the 
jest as an advertising advantage. For example: Beneath 
one of Gus Dirk’s inimitable conceptions of insect life 
the druggist will print or write, in red or black ink, 
something in the following vein: 

Did you ever see anything funny about a bug? You might 
smile at the way Smith’s Insect Chaser makes them “ take to 
the tall grass.” Insect Chaser, 10 cents per package. 

As an apt comment upon one of the familiar 
gagement ” jokes, the druggist might say: 

We can offer the proper stationery whenever congratula- 
tions are in order. Pure Irish linen paper and envelopes, 30 
cents per box. 

Golf or football humor could be commented upon in 
these words: 

A rub down with Smith’s Triple Strength Witch Hazel is 
the proper supplement to a golf game. It is a tonic to tired 
muscles and makes you feel fresh the day after. Price, 40 
cents per pint. 

An illustrated joke on the artist or painter might be 
commented upon in this way: 


Smith’s Anti-Spot removes paint stains—and lots of other 
spots. 15 cents per bottle. 


“ 


en- 


One of the colored travesties upon the tramp so fre- 
quently seen in the comic world might offer an oppor- 
tunity to carry this counsel to the reader: 


To discourage a tramp, offer him a cake of soap. Butter- 
milk soap, 10 cents per cake. 


These few examples express the writer’s ideas merely 
in a general way; to be more specific would restrict the 
scope of the suggestions; they should clearly convey to 
the reader, however, the idea in mind. Such a highly 
original and interesting volume, if carefully and aptly 
compiled, should not only prove entertaining to waiting 
patrons, but materially benefit business as a novel and 
remunerative advertisement for the pharmacy in general 
and certain items of stock in particular. Entertain the 
wating patron! 


PATRONS WITH PREFERRED CLAIMS. 


Just as an investor may hold preferred stock, certain. 
patrons of a store are tacitly understood to have a “ pre- 
ferred claim ” upon the attention of the druggist. Little 
courtesies and concessions are always granted a certain 
few, whose patronage is most regular and remunerative. 
This is sanctioned by the schools of trade and traffic and 
is one of the traditional tactics of a legitimate business 
policy. Favor for favor is a fixed and immutable law 
of society. One of the cardinal virtues of the writer’s 
preceptor as a business man was his ambition to please 
patrons. As “boy” in the store the writer greatly ap- 
preciated this element of a sound business policy, because 
it offered frequent opportunities to get beyond the con- 
fines of drug counters and cases, up town to deliver a 
prescription, down town to a jobber’s to quickly fill an 
order for something not in stock. A call for an un- 
familiar article was never met with the simple assertion, 
“We haven’t it in stock.” Without exception the cus- 
tomer was told: “ We can get it for you.” And invari- 
ably the article was procured, even if an appeal had to 
be made to the manufacturer in some distant city. 
Patrons of the store were made to feel that at this phar- 
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macy their wants would surely be filled, properly and 
as quickly as circumstances would allow. Nothing was 
permitted to delay the delivery of prescriptions. Meals 
must wait, lesser duties were postponed. 

Our list of “ good customers” included several fam- 
ilies whose visits to the store were so frequent as to seem 
daily. Of course, in a busy store, this is not unusual. 
There are many families, particularly where there are 
children, in which some member is most always a doctor’s 
patient. Very often the writer was deputed to ask the 
wants of a steady patron when he happened in their 
neighborhood. No concerted effort was made along this 
line, however, the patronage seeking the man in the old, 
orthodox way. 


A DELIVERY SYSTEM FOR THE DRUG STORE. 


Now it seems to the writer that a druggist in a 
“home district” might establish a delivery system with 
much pecuniary profit, much like business men of other 
callings find advantageous. With the telephone and the 
apprentice as delivery clerk, the system would be in- 
stalled. To a few of the most persistent customers it 
would be tentatively suggested that the delivery clerk 
call once a day, “ when in the neighborhood,” to learn 


if anything in the drug line was wanted, explanation 


being offered that a delivery system had been inaugu- 
rated which would save customers much time and trouble, 
the delivery clerk making daily calls and delivering 
promptly anything that might be desired. If the cus- 
tomer could be called up by ’phone, this would simplify 
the system a trifle without affecting the result, except 
possibly to the advantage of the customer, who. could 
request a delivery at any hour of the day. 


DOZING DRUGGISTS—-NOT DOSING. 


Now every druggist knows full well that even his 
“very good customers” sometimes buy elsewhere. 
This may bé the result of one of many influences,—bar- 
gain offers, some other store being closer on a stormy 
day, one of the servants having a preference for another 
pharmacy, etc.; very often the head of the house will 
bring a prescription or some article of the drug list from 
down town on his way home from business, to save his 
wife or sister the necessity of getting dressed to go to 
the druggist’s. This is not business fiction we are put- 
ting pen to, my druggist friend; it is fact—fact put into 
plain speech by an observer in a position to observe and 
to know what is fact. And it is the plain, unvarnished 
fact that the average druggist the country over is just 
about half as enterprising as he might be. To one wide- 
awake druggist there are a dozen dozing. To one pro- 
gressive, up-to-date pharmacist there are many who seem 
not to care in the least whether it is “school hour or 
recess.” They just go on, day after day, opening the 
door in the morning at the dawn of the business hour, and 
drawing the shades at night, with a long face and a per- 
functory air, apathetic to the modern demands of society, 
dwarfed in spirit by dull content or made indifferent by 
a mistaken conception of the business ethics of pharmacy. 


THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING. 


There has never been an idea put in print or practice 
of any distinction for originality that was not picked to 
pieces by critics and found full of faults before the in- 
vention could prove itself of profit or loss. Now, before 
the druggist critic condemns the delivery system, we sug- 
gest as impractical or fruitless, let him put the venture 
upon its merits by practical experiment, or waive judg- 
ment until actual results can be quoted from some other 
source. The proof of the pudding is not in its receipt. 
As a parting word let us add that if the customer 
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who will voluntarily wait for a prescription is entertained 
in some practical and pleasant way, more customers will 
be willing to wait. This will excuse the delivery clerk 
from many errands and afford him more time to give 
attention to the delivery system. 


A NEW USE FOR PRESCRIPTION CHECKS. 


The system is a familiar one whereby error is avoided 
in delivering prescriptions to patrons waiting in the 
store, and identification perfectly established, through 
the medium of prescription checks. An idea along this 


- line suggests itself to the writer that would give to this 


system an intrinsic value in addition to that of its funda- 
mental principle. It might be made to serve the dual 
role of a factor toward accuracy and an advertisement 
for special goods in stock. The scheme in mind is to 
have printed a little three or four leaf folder, each leaf, 
say, about 2 inches square, or possibly 2 inches by 3 
inches; just a convenient size to carry in a pocketbook 
or card case, or to slip into the vest pocket. On one side 
of the first leaf to the left a notice of this character will 
appear: “This check calls for prescription No. ..... 
The Modern Pharmacy, Main and Market streets.” 
Each consecutive page to the right will speak, in a very 
few terse sentences, of some seasonable preparation pre- 
pared by the druggist, modest claims being made for the 
efficacy of the remedies and prices quoted. The leaves 
on the opposite side of the folder are similarly treated. 
The reverse of the prescription check will carry an ad- 
vertisement for some timely article. It is a matter of 
opinion as to whether the text of one face of a leaf should 
be identified with the theme of the opposite side. The 
obverse and reverse might speak to some length of one 
and the same article, or two preparations could be nicely 
brought to the fore in a few words. 


USE OF THE FOLDER EXPLAINED. 


Now, when a prescription is handed over the counter 
to be filled for a customer who is to wait, or return, for 
the medicine, the recipient of the recipe records the cor- 
rect file number of this prescription on the check leaf 
of the folder, hands the latter to the patron and explains 
that, on the presentation of the check the prescription 
will be received. It is made clear to the customer,—in a 
few words if the latter be intelligent, in more explicit 
terms if the opposite,—that it is not at all necessary that 
the entire folder be returned, but only the leaf on which 
appears the prescription number—the check. At the 
time the prescription itself is delivered into the hands 
of the patron, the latter is told to keep the check for 
future verification should they desire the prescription 
refilled and not care to bring the bottle or box, or.find 
that the original container has been mislaid. Very often, 
long after the first compounding of a prescription, there 
will arise an occasion for a repetition of the same, and 
nowhere is the original container to be found. With 
two records of the same prescription in possession, the 
chances are greatly in favor of a person finding one 
means of identification. 





The poisonous upas tree has had such an evil reputa- 
tion that it is frequently supposed to instantly poison 
any one who comes near it. This is, of course, incorrect 
and exaggerated; but its bark is full of a thick, milky 
juice, which yields a poisonous gas, and, as a naturalist 
says, “a cup of it hidden in the room of a sleeper pro- 
duces stupor, and eventually death.” This juice has the 
effect of immediately producing intense irritation of the 
skin, with painful rash. 
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AMERICAN 


STORE MANAGEMENT. 


Conducted ty W. A. Dawson. 

In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer - 
etal side of pharmacy, the editor of this depariment will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 


DRUGGIST AND 


and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will - 


be freely answered. 


SYSTEM IN THE PRESCRIPTION LABOR- 
ATORY. 


VEN when viewed from a purely business stand- 
point, the adoption of a system for the receiving, 
filling, checking and delivery of prescriptions is desirable. 
To build up his prescription trade the pharmacist 
must first get the confidence of the public. The feeling 
of confidence that will carry a patron past the doors of 
half a dozen drug stores to have a prescription prepared 
at a particular pharmacy is not attained alone by a finely 
fitted store, or courteous attention, or low prices, or liberal 
advertising. It is true that these all help in a greater 
or less degree, but it is mainly by the systematic way in 
which this part of the business is conducted—impress- 
ing patrons with the careful attention, exactitude of meth- 
ods and precaution against possible error used in the 
prescription department, which begets the feeling of con- 
fidence and security that is the corner-stone of every large 
prescription business. 





RECEIVING THE PRESCRIPTION. 


The use of the triplicate prescription check is recom- 
mended in receiving prescriptions, and for the benefit of 
those who are not yet acquainted with it we give an illus- 
tration of the usual form of this check. When a pre- 
scription is received one of these checks is torn in two 
at the dotted line y and the right hand half given to the 
customer. The other half of the check contains two 
duplicates of the number and is gummed on the back. 
Section A is attached to the lower edge of the prescrip- 
tion which is then sent to the prescription coun- 
ter to be compounded. When the prescription is 
filled and the package wrapped up, section B of the 
check is torn at the dotted line + and attached to the 
wrapper of the prescription. 

Check slips of this kind are made by most drug 
label printers and are usually supplied bound in books of 
500 checks. A fault with many of these checks, as in 
the case of the one illustrated here, is that the printer 
does not allow space enough in section B for writing 
all the information that this part of the check should 
contain. Where a large business is transacted this part 
of the check should give all the necessary information 
to the prescription clerk and the form read something 
like this: 


In some large establishments all prescriptions are re- 
ceived by the manager or person in charge at a desk near 
the front of the store. In this case the prescription check 
is of somewhat different form, being larger, and in fill- 
ing out the check a carbon copy is taken and retained 
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at the receiving desk for the manager’s information and 
in order that he may keep close tab on the prescription 
department. Usually the manager prices and times the 
prescription, and, if it is to be charged to the customer, 
makes out the charge slip as well and notes the charge 
and price on the check. In timing the prescription the 
check is stamped with a time stamp, a clock dial showing 
the exact time that the prescription was forwarded to 
the prescription department, and on a line underneath, 
containing the words, “ To be ready at 
is marked the time at which the prescription is to be 
ready. When a prescription is not reported as “ ready ” 
before the expiration of this time, the prescription clerk, 
if called upon to do so, is expected to furnish a valid 
reason for its not being ready; and where the prescrip- 
tion clerk upon receiving a prescription determines that 
it cannot be turned out in the time named, he must report 
that fact at the desk. When the receiving desk is at some 
distance from the laboratory a wire cash carrier is some- 
times used between the desk and laboratory, and general- 
ly the finished prescriptions are returned to the desk to 
be there delivered to the waiting customer or sent by 
messenger to the patient’s residence at the time promised. 

The ordinary triplicate check may be used in the small- 
est business with benefit. This check always impresses the 
customer favorably and assures him that the claims for 
carefulness and accuracy in dispensing are not all adver- 
tising talk. Naturally the customer considers the filling 
of his prescription as a very serious matter, which it 
certainly is, and whatever means can be used by the phar- 
macist to impress the customer with the fact that he fully 
realizes his responsibility and exercises every care pos- 
sible in the safeguarding and compounding of the pre- 
scription should be taken. Aside from ethical considera- 
tions, the adoption of such measures is dictated by sound 
business policy. 


PREPARING AND CHECKING PRESCRIPTIONS. 


The old rule in preparing a prescription was: “ Take 
the container of each ingredient from its place, and after 
carefully noting the label, weigh or measure out the re- 
quired amount and at once return the container to its 
place, again carefully noting the label as you set it back.” 
The new way is to take the container of each ingredient 
from its place, and after weighing or measuring the re- 
quired quantity, leave it on the counter until the prescrip- 
tion is finished and labeled; then with the prescription 
in plain view each ingredient with the weight or meas- 
ure used beside it is gone over and verified before it 
is returned to its place. The label is then compared 
with the prescription to see that number, date, doctor’s 
name and directions are correct. Where there are two 
or more clerks this verification or checking should be 
done by some one other than the compounder of the pre- 
scription. 

As a convenience as well as a further safeguard, 
checking trays are used to separate the materials and 
weights used in each prescription from other materials 
and weights. Any shallow box or even a paper box 
cover will answer the purpose, but to have a more busi- 
ness-like appearance the trays should be of light wood 
well varnished ; the most convenient size is about 8 x 14 
inches wide and 1 inch deep. 

Upon its arrival in the prescription laboratory a 
proper container is selected for the prescription and the 
label written and all placed in a tray where they remain 
until the prescription is finished and checked. 


FILING THE PRESCRIPTION, . 


The most convenient form of day file is a Shannon 
arch file fastened to a heavy wood base to give it stability. 
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This file holds the ‘prescriptions securely so that there is 
no danger of their being blown off or lost and the pre- 
scriptions may be readily turned back. This is intended 
for holding the day’s prescriptions, the prescriptions be- 
ing transferred to the permanent file from it the next 
morning. It should be made the duty of the first or 


AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


39 


little effect on the customer, for he looks at the matter 
from an entirely different standpoint and too often draws 
the worst possible inference from the transaction. He 
reasons that because the doctor wrote something on a 
paper which he could not read that the druggist took ad- 
vantage of him and charged him more than he would 
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Triplicate Prescription Check. 


second clerk to transfer the prescriptions daily and this 
duty should not be allowed to be neglected. The last 
thousand or so prescriptions are the ones oftenest re- 
ferred to, and they should be in such shape as to admit 
of their being easily turned to. We have seen in some 
quite pretentious pharmacies the very poor system, or 
lack of system, of allowing a thousand or less prescrip- 
tions to accumulate on the receiving file before they were 
transferred to a permanent file, with the result that the 
prescriptions became dirty and dog-eared before being 
finally filed away. Getting behind hand on the prescrip- 
tion filing, like getting behind with the bookkeeping, 
creates a distasteful task, and is an evidence of slipshod 
methods. 
ABOUT PRICING PRESCRIPTIONS. 

Every pharmacy has, or should have, a scale of prices 
that is used as a basis in pricing prescriptions. The usual 
method is to have a minimum price for certain quanti- 
ties, and where a prescription calls for extra expensive 
ingredients to add the extra price to the scale price. As 
a matter of course there can be no hard and fast set of 
rules made that will work satisfactorily in every case, and 
the rules of common sense and business honesty must 
be applied in making the price on each prescription. One 
— that is fortunately falling into disuse and which 
nas lost many a pharmacist a good customer and given 
some ground for the popular belief that the customer is 
charged a price many times greater for an article sold 
under a prescription label than for the same thing sold 
over the counter, is the practice in some stores of charg- 
ing full retail price for a proprietary when dispensed on 
prescription and selling the same article over the counter 
at a less price. We do not mean such prescriptions as 
contain one or more proprietary preparations as ingredi- 
ents, but where a physician writes a prescription for, say, 
a bottle of Pepto-Mangan or a bottle of Fellows’ Syrup; 
if the pharmacist is selling these preparations over the 
counter for goc. and $1.25 respectively, and charging 
$1.00 and $1.50 when dispensing them from his pre- 
scription department, why, some time or other some of 
his customers will find it out and resent what they regard 
as a “squeeze.” The customer loses confidence in that 
particular pharmacist and in pharmacists generally. 

The pharmacist may argue from the standpoint that 
he charged but the legitimate retail price and that his 
profit was little enough at that, and that even though he 
charged more for the article as a prescription than at 
retail the difference simply covered the extra work of 
handling, labeling, filing, etc. But while this may justify 
the pharmacist to his fellow craftsmen and himself, it has 


have done if he had asked for the article by name, there- 
fore he feels that the druggist has not dealt squarely 
with him. If physicians will prescribe proprietaries the 
only thing to do is to hand them out at your regular 
price and hope for happier days. 





DRUGGISTS’ COURSE IN OPTICS 


Conducted by C. H. Brown, M.D., 
President of the Philadelphia Optical College 


This series of papers is designed to furnish information whtch 
ts required by druggists for the intelligent handling of a line 
of optical goods. The first of the series appeared in our issue 
for September 24, 1900. 

THE PHYSIOLOGY OF VISION (Continued). 


HE function of the crystalline lens is to produce dis- 
tinct perception of form and outline. If the eye con- 


sisted merely of a sensitive retina covered by a trans- 


parent membrane, the impressions of light would be re- 
ceived, but would afford no idea of form or outline, pro- 
ducing merely the sensation of confused light, amounting 
simply to the perception of light from darkness. Such a 
condition is illustrated by the accompanying diagram. 











Fig. 1.—Rays proceeding from an object and affording simply the 
sensation of confused light. 


The arrow represents a luminous body, while the ver- 


tical line at the right represents the retina. The rays 
which diverge from the point of the arrow reach every 
part of the retina, and in like manner the rays which 
diverge from the butt of the arrow reach every part of 
the retina; consequently the different points of the retina 
each receive rays coming from both the point and butt 
of the arrow. There can, therefore, be no distinction by 
the retina between the point and the butt of the arrow 
and no definite perception of its figure. 

But if now there is supplied between the arrow and 
the retina a double convex lens of the proper focus, the 
effect will be entirely different, as shown in the accom- 
panying diagram. 
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In this case all the rays emanating from the point of 
the arrow will be concentrated at one certain spot, and all 








Fig. 2.—Rays proceeding from an object and passing through a conver 
lens, afford distinct perception of form and outline. 


the rays emanating from the butt of the arrow at another 
certain spot. Hence the retina receives the impression 
of the point of the arrow separate and distinct from that 
of its butt, and all parts of the arrow will be separately 
and distinctly perceived. 

From the foregoing figures it is easily seen that dis- 
tinct perecption of the form of an external object is 
only possible when all the rays of the light emanating 
from each and every point of the object are accurately 
focussed on the retina by the crystalline lens of the eye. 
In order to accomplish this satisfactorily, the density of 
the lens, the curvature of its surfaces, and its distance 
from the retina must all be in proper proportion to each 
other. If the lens is too convex, or if it is too far from 
the retina, the rays would meet in focus before reaching 
the retina, and would cross each other and fall upon the 
retina in diffusion circles, as is illustrated in the accom- 
panying diagram. 

The image from a case of excessive refraction, as 
shown above, would not be clear and distinct, but would 
be diffused and indistinct, because the rays of light, in- 
stead of being concentrated to a definite point, are dis- 
persed more or less over the surface of the retina. 

If, on the other hand, the lens is too flat, or if it is too 
near the retina, the image again would be confused and 
indistinct. 


The image from a case of deficient refraction, as 
shown here, would not be clear and distinct, but would 
be diffused and indistinct, because the rays of light are 
dispersed more or less over the surface of the retina, in- 
stead of being concentrated to a definite point. In both 
of the above cases the rays of light strike the retina in 
diffusion circles without producing any well defined 
image; in the first case, because they have actually con- 
verged and crossed each other, and, in the second place, 
because they have only approximated, but never con- 
verged to a focus. 

As has been stated, the rays of light, after being 
converged by the crystalline lens, form their image upon 
the retina, which, consequently, is the most essential part 
of the orgen of vision, as it is the only one of its tissues 
directly sensitive to light. The retina is a delicate, 
transparent membrane, composed largely of nervous ele- 
ments, and lining the whole interior of the cavity of the 
eye-ball. The retina seems to be a continuation of the 
optic nerve, which enters the eye-ball by piercing the 
outer coats and spreads out to form this membrane. It 
has been found by microscopists to consist of a number 
of different layers, which together form this membrane, 
the whole being connected with the extremities of the 
optic nerve fibers. 

On account of the delicate nervous structure of the 
retina it is well adapted to receive the impressions of 
the rays of light and, by means of its intimate connec- 
tion with the optic nerve, to convey such impressions 
to the brain. 


GATHERED FORMULAS. 


Syrup of Lecithin. 
[La Médecine Moderne.} 


rma oles be beaten and strained. The following is then added 
and dissolved while cold: 
Sodium chloride........ PeEtibse ss pewann +++... 3 drachms. 
8u ° - 6 ounces. 
eee water 2% ounces. 
SUED ccncecseee ces ae rt rere 10 ounces. 
This syrup, which Is also called Syrup of Eggs, is supposed to con- 
yo 55 per cent. of lecithin in each dessertspoonful, which is the usual 
ose. 


Emulsion of Petroleum With Hypophosphites, B. P. C. 


Liquid paraffin ........... STEN Pe ro ee rer 
Gem SCOR, 1 POWMSE... occ ccccccceccccecscoce 4 02. 
Oll of cinnamon * 24 minims. 
SNNTE,. ER SIO 05:6 ccc cncccccsvcccececses -. 120 gr. 
Calcium hypophosphite. 

Sodium hypophosphite 

Distilled water a sufficiency. 

Mix the first four ingredients well together in a mortar, and add all 
at once 6 ozs. of water. Triturate until a perfect emulsion is produced. 
Then add gradually a solution of the 4m" “ye in 4 fl. ozs. of the 
ay Finally adjust the volume to 24 fi. ozs. by the addition of water. 

se, 7) 


Whooping Cough Embrocation. 


Asafetida .......... (hee bN webs evese sic eeee ee o0nscesecs 3j 

Alkanet TO0t....cccccseccccoes ry Sree oo 

Olive oil §xxxvj 

— the powdered a in the oll for a week, then filter and add: 
1 of caraway ij 

Oil of turpentine....... pins dbeenbenessnas eeccce ase san 

Oil of pumilio pine 

SEs On WOMENOL.s 0 2 5.65.05 s 600000000 05:04 00000 CRA Pe 


Mix. 
Witlkinson’s Liniment. 


Neutralize crude pyroligneous ye? with peers ammonium 
bonate, strain, and preserve in blue glass bottles 
Used for bathing or painting syphilitic sores. 


pean Syrup of Glycerophosphates, B. P. C. 


Cudbe ry 
Distilled ES aaa et ee 10 fi. o: 
Boll for ten minutes, filter, and dissolve in the warm filtrate: 
Calcium glycerophosphat ins 0.0 6 6 00cn000e eccesece 
Potassium glycerophosphate.............+. one 
Sodium glycerophosphate. 
Magnesium glycerophosphate 
ron slycerop eyenite - ynnani 
Citric acid > 
eine cltra ° eevcccccoce 
Strychnine soe A TN phannaesoawuen ‘Kenn aceee 
Then add— 
eS Se eee errr rere rr <sunosus 
Heat until ~ gman, and strain. When cold, add, previously mixed : 
Chlorofor pxcwes Trt «+++. .20 minims. 
Alcohol ( 90 per cent. ): pale weeinea oe bpm sae ory 40 minims. 
Then add— 


Distilled water sufficient to produce 
se: 1 to 2 fi. dr. 





Cocaine and Suprarenal mune 
Cocaine hydrochloride......... pase Sealab ey gr. —_ 
Suprarenal extract (Merck)........-.seeeeeeee see 
Salicylic acid 
Distilled water to 
Dissolve. 


Extract of Malt with Cod Liver Oil, B. P. C. 
Extract of malt... 
Cod liver oil 
Heat the extract to 110 degrees F., and mead it into a warm mortar, 
add the ry | ye and with constant trituration. 
se: ty) . dr. 


Pepsin Wine, B. P. C. 

DE on coc iccscccsssndecedeserecses ssnsiaanenee 320 gr. 

Hydrocutotie | Eee 2 fi. dr. 
oe. sufficient to produce............-- Ra Saisie 

Add the acid to 18 fi. ozs. of the sherry. Rub in a mortar th 
sin with the glycerin, and gradually add the mixed sherr, 


and. acid, 
with constant stirring. Set aside for a week, filter, and add “sufficient 
enone to grocers 1 1 _ . 

se : 





Gasterine, a New Digestant. Under the 
name Gasterine a natural gastric juice of dogs is now 
on the market as a superior digestive\preparation. It is 
said to contain a large amount of pepsin and of rennet 
ferment, together with 5.6 per thousand of hydrochloric 
acid (or more than in ordinary gastric juice). FFromont 
tried this preparation with excellent results—Annales de 
Pharmacie, 1901. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical’ periodicals, 





Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, December 12, 


The State of Pharmacy in China. By Herr Varges, 
Military Pharmacist—The author came across a field 
pharmacy, or medicine chest, which probably belonged 
to a Chinese military surgeon. The outfit consisted of 
small, white, round porcelain bottles and of polygonal 
transparent vials that were stoppered with white wax 
and contained various powders. The majority of the 
bottles contained small, round granules, colored red with 
eosin or carmine. There were also large numbers of 
pills, large tablets marked with Chinese characters, di- 
vided powders, each containing 2 Gm. of jalap and 
rhubarb, etc. The labels on the bottles did not indicate 
the nature of the contents, but merely the firm which 
furnished the remedy. There were a number of wrap- 
pers marked with the names of the medicines, as well as 
elaborate directions for using them, which included lauda- 
tory statements as to the virtue of the prescription. 

Among the remedies the author noticed a number of 
vegetable powders which are not used by Europeans. 
In addition to this there were bone charcoal, Glauber’s 
salt and calomel, cinnabar and rhubarb. The red granules 
which resembled our own homeopathic remedies, con- 
tained a vegetable compound with quinine or codeine, or 
possibly sulphonal (?). As there is a high duty on 
opium, the Chinese avoid the use of this drug by sub- 
stituting morphine, codeine and sulphonal. The pills 
contained sodium chloride, powdered rhubarb and per- 
fumes. All the drugs in the medicine chest were per- 
fumed strongly with a mixture of camphor and musk, 
and smelling them immediately provoked sneezing on 
account of the presence of some vegetable powder. One 
of the chief methods of treatment employed by the 
Chinese is by making the patient smell the medicine 
which is intended for him. Even the pills were intended 
to be rubbed between the palms of the hands and inhaled 
through the nose. 

The Chinese physicians as a rule prepare their own 
prescriptions, but some also have open stores, which, 
however, cannot be compared with a modern drug store. 
In most cases the son of the physician is his father’s as- 
sistant and attends to the business of the shop. In this 
way he learns his father’s “trade” and later continues 
in charge of his practice. In the larger cities there are 
also drug stores of more pretentious character, in which 
innumerable remedies, especially foreign patent medi- 
cines, are sold. No examination is required of pharma- 
cists. 


Apotheker Zeitung, November. 


New Methods for the Detection of Cocaine. By Dr. 
Hans Proelss, of Wurtzburg.—The method of extraction 
devised by Stas-Otto, especially if combined with the 
calcium sulphate process of Hilger-Kuster, are, accord- 
ing to this author, the best methods of extracting cocaine. 
The best general extracting agent was found to be chloro- 
form, while for various alkaloids different combinations 
of chloroform, alcohol, ether, etc., were found to be most 
efficient. The author also found that alkaloids, in gen- 
eral, are more resistant to the action of putrefactive sub- 
stances than has been generally supposed. Thus, he was 
able to demonstrate the presence of alkaloids in organic 
material that had been kept for a number of days. For- 
merly it was thought that in tissues in the state of ad- 
vanced putrefaction it is not worth while to look for 
anything but the inorganic poisons, and perhaps for 


strychnine, cantharidin and other more resistant alka- 
loidal substances. The author found, however, that 
morphine, for example, could be demonstrated in ma- 
terial that had been kept for 260 days. Cocaine is an 
exception to the general rule as to the resistance of alka- 
loids to putrefaction, inasmuch as it could only be found 
in dead bodies fourteen days after ingestion, and later 
disappeared. The presence of cocaine is, moreover, very 
difficult to prove, for there is no positively characteristic 
reaction for cocaine. Of the tests hitherto described the 
author found the only one,—the reduction with calomel, 
could be used. The following reactions were found to be 
as practical as any yet described. (1) Cocaine and ec- 
gonine remain colorless on addition of a few drops of 
sulphuric acid, but on the addition of a crystal of potas- 
sium bichromate the liquid turns at first reddish brown, 
then a beautiful green. (2) Ecgonine, heated with sul- 
phuric and hydriodic acids for some time, becomes cherry- 
red, then brown, and on evaporation a brownish residue 
is left. Cocaine remains colorless and on evaporation 
gives a colorless residue. (3) Ecgonine, plus chlorine 
water, evaporated, gives a green color with sulphuric 
acid. Cocaine remains colorless. (4) Ecgonine with 
bromine water, evaporated, gives a colorless residue, 
which turns red on addition of sulphuric acid. Cocaine 
with bromine water gives a red residue on evaporation, 
which remains red on addition of H,SO,. (5) Ecgonine 
and nitric acid, plus hydriodic acid, remains colorless 
in the cold state, turns red on heating, then brown, be- 
ginning at the margin, and on evaporation gives a brown 
residue. Cocaine remains colorless throughout. (6) 
Cocaine evaporated with hydrochloric acid and a solu- 
tion of cobalt nitrate does not give any color reaction. 
If a drop of sulphuric acid be added to the mixture the 
alkaloid gives a beautiful blue color, which lasts until 
the crystals are dissolved. Ecgonine does not always 
give this reaction, and if so, the color rapidly disappears. 

The author found further that ecgonine is not soluble 
in any of the hitherto employed extraction menstrua, and 
that it cannot be removed from watery solution by any 
of these menstrua, whether the solution be alkaline or 
acid or ammoniacal, and as ecgonine cannot be obtained 
by means of the dry materials, like calcium sulphate or 
by precipitation with potassium iodide, or phosphomolyb- 
dic acid, he concluded that when cocaine has been trans- 
formed into ecgonine in dead bodies it can no longer be 
demonstrated. (November 2.) 


A New Method of Determining the Iodine Fipure 
of Fats. By C. A. Jungclaussen.—Von Hiibl’s method 
of determining the iodine coefficient of fats is incon- 
venient for the pharmacist. The author recommends 
the method described by J. Hanus because it is simpler. 
He compared the results of Hiibl’s method with those 
obtained by the new process, and found that the new 
method is of advantage in the assay of all oils except 
those of cacao and cod liver oil. Hanus’ method con- 
sists of dissolving 10.0 of iodine monobromide in 500.0 
of glacial acetic acid (the former being prepared by drop- 
ping 13.0 of bromine into 20.0 of finely powdered iodine, 
in a cooled beaker and stirring) by triturating in a glass 
mortar, although the trituration may be dispensed with 
and the shaking of the two constituents substitued. This 
reagent may be kept for several days without any change 
in its composition. The amount of iodine in 25 Cc. of 
the solution is then determined, and to 25 Cc. of this 
fluid in a flask holding 200 Cc. 20 Cc. of a ten per cent. 
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solution of potassium iodide are added, the mixture well 
shaken and titrated with a decinormal thosulphate solu- 
tion, with or without the addition of starch solution. 
The iodine figure of fats is also determined in a stop- 
pered flask of 200 Cc. capacity. The amount of fat taken 
for the test varies. In the case of the solid fats, like lard, 
cacao butter, etc., from 0.6 to 0.7 Gm. is taken; in the 
case of oils with an iodine figure less than 120, 1.e., olive 
oil and oil of almonds, from 0.2 to 0.25, and in the case 
of oils with a higher iodine figure only 0.1 to 0.15 Gm. 
by weight. Ten Cc. of chloroform are now added, and 
25 Cc. of the iodine monobromide solution are dropped 
from a burette. The glass stoppered flask is now closed 
and allowed to stand for fifteen minues, shaking from 
time to time. Fifteen Cc. of a 10 per cent. solution of 
potassium iodide are then added, and the mixture titrated 
with decinormal thiosulphate solution, in order to de- 
termine the amount of free iodine. (November 6.) 


The Disinfection of Dwellings by Formaldehyde. By 
Dr. Rapp.—The method proposed by the author is as 
follows: The articles necessary for the disinfection are 
about 2 kilogrammes of good unslaked lime (Aetzkalk) 
for a room of about 50 cubic metres, a wooden tub of 
about 12 to 15 liters capacity, a linen sheet, such as a 
bed sheet, of rather dense texture, of such size that it 
will cover a triangular or square frame, and that the ends 
will overhang about 10 centimeters. The room should 
be, if possible, heated before the disinfection, and flat 
dishes with water should be placed on the stove or in 
the openings of the heat registers. For rooms that can- 
not be heated the amount of formaldehyde must be larger 
than ordinary. The lime should then be placed into an 
oven, surrounded by pieces of wood and coal, and brought 
to a red glow. Water should be heated to fill the tub. 
Plants and animals should be removed from the room, 
but all infected articles should be left in it. All access 
of outside air should then be prevented by stopping up 
the crevices in doors, windows, etc. A second tub is 
used to moisten the patient’s clothing in a disinfectant 
solution, for example milk of lime or lysol solution. 
The furniture is moved away from the walls, the ward- 
robes, etc., opened, and the room made ready for the 
disinfection. In the middle of the room a piece of tin 
is laid on the floor, and upon it the tub, over which the 
frame with the linen cloth is hung upon a rope-stretched 
across the room at a height of about eight or nine feet. 
The cloth is moistened in hot water and hung immediately 
upon the four nails of the frame, and the four corners 
of the frame are adjusted so that it hangs over the tub, 
with the ends of the cloth hanging over the edges, closely 
surrounding the tub. These ends are now pinned to the 
sides of the tub, leaving an opening on one side. A 
board is placed on the tub, upon which the formaldehyde 
is generated. The glowing pieces of lime are now 
brought into the tub on a tin tray, and sprinkled with 
water in a thin, steady stream. When fumes no longer 
rise the tub is filled with boiling water. The formalde- 
hyde is generated with the carbolic-formaldehyde bri- 
quettes of Krell-Elb, in Dresden, by heating the lower 
end of the brick by means of a spirit lamp. Two of these 
bricks, representing 100 Gm. of paraformaldehyde, are 
sufficient for a room of 50 cubic meters. The clothes 
worn during the preparatory work are now taken off, 
hung in the room, and the door closed tightly. After 
seven hours a dish with ammonia is to be placed in the 
room through the open door, a piece of glowing lime or 
a red hot stone is placed in the ammonia, and the door 
closed. After half an hour the door may be opened and 
the room ventilated. (November 9.) 


To Distinguish Between Human Blood and the Blood 
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of Lower Animals by Means of Specific Serums. By 
Dr. E. Ziemke.—This problem has not been solved 
until within very recently, when a method has been de- 
vised by. Wassermann and Uhlenhut, by means of which 
a stain may be examined with the certainty of determin- 
ing whether it comes from a human being or from a 
lower animal, and whereby one even can tell which ani- 
mal the stain comes from. The principle of this method 
is as follows. The blood serum of an animal that has 
been prepared for several weeks by the injection of sraall 
doses of the blood of another species of animals into 
its peritoneal cavity, or under the skin, when mixed with 
a solution of the blood of the animal of the species from 
which the immunizing injections were taken, will show 
a precipitate. If, for example, a rabbit be inoculated 
in the proper manner with human blood, and the blood 
serum of this animal be taken to test the solutions of 
blood from various animals, including man, the only 
solution which will show a precipitate will be that made 
from human blood. This serum is therefore called a 
specific serum, because it precipitates specifically one 
kind of blood, the kind belonging to the species of ani- 
mals which served as the source of the injections in 
preparing the rabbit for the experiment. The only ex- 
ception to this rule is the fact that the blood of monkeys, 
which are closely related to man, gives rise to a precipi- 
tate on addition of “ humanized ” rabbit’s serum. 

Specific serums may be prepared for all the common 
domestic animals. These serums may be kept for some 
time, but they lose their efficiency after a while. The 
reaction is obtained as follows: If the blood to be ex- 
amined is fluid it is diluted to a pale yellow color, but if 
it is in the form of old dried stains it is dissolved in a 
0.75 per cent. salt solution, or in a 0.1 per cent. solution 
of sodium hydrate. The blood solutions must be per- 
fectly clear, in default of which they must be filtered 
through a hydraulic filter. The serum is added to these 
solutions in, small glass tubes, the addition being made 
drop by drop in the proportion of 1:30 or 4o. If the 
spots are so old that they cannot be dissolved in salt or 
soda solution, they are dissolved in a solution of potas- 
sium cyanide, which is neutralized by means of tartaric 
acid to a very slight alkaline or neutral reaction. In this 
manner stains over twenty years old were recognized 
successfully. 


A Contribution to the Study of the Active Constitu- 
ents of Senna. By Dr.A. Aweng.—A study of the chemistry 
of the active principle of senna, the glucoside cathartinic 
acid, showed that this substance consists of two gluco- 
sides soluble in water. One of these gave the rhamnetin 
reaction with alkalies (a yellow color) and the other 
theoxyanthraquinone reaction (a red color) with the 
same reagents. Both were precipitated with bromine 
water in watery solutions. The author found that his 
double glucosides, prepared from buckthorn and from 
cascara sagrada, also showed the presence of two distinct 
glucosides, the one giving the rhamnetin, the other the 
oxyanthraquinone reaction. (November 20.) 


The Assay of Drugs According to the New Swedish 
Pharmacopaia. By G. Frerichs.—In the new edition of 
the. Swedish Pharmacopoeia (Svenska Farmacopen), 
which became official on January 1, 1902, a great deal 
of attention is paid to the examination of drugs for their 
purity and active constituents. Like the German Phar- 
macopceia the Swedish has adopted methods of estimating 
the saponification and iodine figures for fats and oils, of 
obtaining the alkaloidal percentage of drugs and ex- 
tracts, and of making a quantitive determination of an 
official substance wherever possible. Among other note- 
werthy facts the Swedish Pharmacopceia defines what is 
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understood by an unweighable residue, namely, anything 
below one milligramme. One minute is taken as the 
standard of time in the qualitative reactions. The color 
of reactions should be judged by examining test tubes 
of from 15 to 20 Mm. diameter by holding the tube at 
right angles to the axis of the test tube. 

The directions for obtaining the coefficient of saponi- 
fication for various oils and fats are very explicit. About 
1 Gm. of the clear fat, which may be melted beforehand, 
is weighed accurately and heated for half an hour on a 
water-bath with 25 Cc. of an alcoholic semi-normal potas- 
sium hydrate solution. After cooling a few drops of 
phenolphthalein are added and enough seminormal hydro- 
chloric acid to make the red color disappear. This 
method is not applicable to wax, on account of its very 
low figure of saponification. 

The iodine figure for fats and oils is obtained as fol- 
lows: A prescribed amount of oil or fat is weighed in 
a glass-stoppered bottle holding 300 Cc., dissolved in 
25 Cc. of chloroform and 25 Cc. of iodine solution and 
the same amount of silver chloride solution are added. 
The fluid is allowed to stand for four hours (in the case 
of dry oils eighteen hours), whereupon 15 Gm. of potas- 
sium iodide and 100 Cc. of water are added, and a deci- 
normal sodium thiosulphate solutiongtitrated until the 
fluid is colorless. The activity of the reagents is tested 
as follows at the same time: 10 Cc. of the iodine solu- 
tion and the same amount of the silver chloride solution 
are mixed and allowed to stand for 4 or 18 hours re- 
spectively, and after the addition of potassium iodide 
and water, are titrated with the decinormal sodium 
thiosulphate solution. (November 20.) 


Bolletino Chimico Farmaceutico, December. 


A New Reagent for Albumin in the Urine. By Pro- 
fessor E. Pollacci—The following formula is recom- 
mended by the author as a modification of Spiegler’s 
reagent: 

Powdered tartaric acid 

Corrosive mercuric sublimate 

Sodium chloride 


Formaldehyde, 40 per cent 
Distilled water 


The first three substances are dissolved in water and 
the solution filtered, whereupon the formaldehyde is 
added and the whole kept in a closed bottle. The test 
is conducted in the same manner as that of Heller. About 
2 Cc. of the reagent are poured into a test tube, and a 
small quantity of the urine to be tested is cautiously 
poured over the surface of the solution, taking care, 
especially at first, to allow the urine to trickle drop by 
drop along the walls of the tube, which may be held 
slightly inclined so as to prevent the mixture of the two 
fluids. At the point of contact of the two fluids there ap- 
pears immediately a well marked ring. If this ring be- 
comes wider and extends upward, we may be certain 
that we are dealing with a urine which contains albumin 
as a result of disease; if the ring is very thin and does 
not appear suddenly, but after eight, ten or fifteen min- 
utes, the urine is warmer and the small amount of al- 
bumin eliminated could not be regarded as a sign of 
disease. This very sensitive reagent never fails to re- 
veal the presence of albumin in the urine. A series of 
comparative tests showed that Polacci’s reagent demon- 
strated the presence of 1 part of albumin in 370,000. 
The new reagent, as well as that of Spiegler, is also per- 
fectly colorless and transparent, so that it presents dis- 
tinct advantages in the study of the albuminous ring. 
The author believes that Heller’s ring-test with nitric 
acid is not worth as much as the ordinary heat-test with 
acetic acid. 
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L’Union Pharmaceutique, November, 


A Plea for Galenical Preparations over Alkaloids. 
By Dr. P. Carles——According to Professor Pochet, of 
Paris, the results which can be obtained with galenical 
preparations are far superior, in many instances, to those 
which can be obtained with the corresponding active 
principles. These active principles, alkaloids or gluco- 
sides, vary in their effects on the human body according 
to the plants from which they come and according to the 
methods of preparing them. Fonsagrives has said: 
“The natural theriaca in which the alkaloids are en- 
veloped by nature do not merit the disdain with which 
one is disposed to-day to regard them. Engaged in 
the pursuit of these quintessences of drugs, the impor- 
tance of which I do not deny, nor even the advantage of 
easy administration, we forget the natural substances 
out of which chemistry extracts the active principle. A 
clinical study which would pay attention to the differ- 
ences between the action of the complex substances and 
the principles which are derived from them will reveal 
differences which we cannot ignore conscientiously.” 

Originally vegetable drugs were employed according 
to the theory of signatures, later according to that of 
Linnzus. This botanist believed that plants which have 
the same system of structure must possess the same 
medicinal properties; this theory, true in its generality 
for the crucifere and the laliate, for instance, is not 
so for the solanacee, for side by side with poisonous 
species we find here edible ones. Pharmacy, in isolating 
active principles, should not rob them of certain constitu- 
ents of the plant from which they are derived, which 
favor the action of the active portion. For example, cer- 
tain colloids happily retard the drastic action of some 
resins until they reach the intestines. Digitonin facili- 
tates the solution of digitaline in water, so that an in- 
fusion of digitalis is more active than the digitaline which 
could be extracted from the same amount of leaves. 
The use of morphine has made us forget the employment 
of opium. Heat alone is able to modify the action of 
isomeric bodies and in this way are explained the nu- 
merous differences which exist between isomeric essences 
of turpentine, lemon, lavender and copaiba. The method 
of extraction of an active principle and the origin of a 
vegetable substance may modify the action of the active 
principle, as, for example, in the case of atropine and 
hyoscine; in the case of the very variable digitalins of 
commerce, of theobromine, of ergot, etc. The alkaloids 
are, however, useful for the study of the physiological 
action of drugs, but their use to the detriment of the 
galenical preparations is nothing but an apparent im- 
provement and takes away from the total effect of the 
medicament. The alkaloid goes straight and quickly to 
its destination, but, be it remembered, that digitaline -does 
not replace digitalis, nor does opium morphine, and the 
santonin does not compare in its effect with the action 
of the seed. 


Pharmaceutical Journal, December and January. 


Calcium Oxalate Crystals in the Study of Vegetable 
Drugs. By Henry Kraemer.—This paper, which was 
read at the St. Louis meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association, was fully abstracted in the AMERI- 
cAN Druccist for October 14, 1901, page 202. (Decem- 
ber 28.) 


Preservation of Common Laboratory Solutions. By 
F. H. Alcock.—The question as to the best means of 
preserving such liquids as are prone to decomposition 
like ferrous solutions, Fehling’s solution, tartaric acid, 
sodium acetate, sodium hyposulphite, solutions of albu- 
min, of gelatin, and others of an organic nature, comes 
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up constantly in pharmacy. The author speaks of ex- 
pedients that have been suggested; thus for the first 
named the introduction of an iron nail and the use of 
hypophosphites ; for the second, keeping in separate bot- 
tles, addition of glycerin, keeping in “ actinic” bottles, 
and also in the dark; for the third, the official recom- 
mendation of addition of 25 per cent. by volume of go 
per cent. alcohol. The B. P. assumes that the fourth 
will keep because no mention is made that it should be 
freshly prepared, as is stated under a solution of tannic 
acid, tartar emetic and others. But any one who uses 
such an agent as this knows that it does not keep, and 
that it develops early fungoid growths. For the sixth 
of the list—that is, solution of albumin, Mr. Cripps sug- 
gested 5 per cent. of acetic acid, which retards decom- 
position, but only for a short time. (Mr. Alcock names 
acetic acid as a preservative of sodium hypophosphite, 
an error which he corrects in a subsequent issue), and 
for solution of gelatin, mercuric iodide has been used— 
an undesirable addition to a chemical reagent. Mr. Al- 
cock calls attention to the value of carbon disulphide as 
an antiseptic and preservative. He says that it has been 
found useful for the following solutions: solution of 
sodium acetate, tartaric acid, tartar emetic and sodium 
hyposulphite. As there does not appear to be at present 
any objection to the use of carbon disulphide as a pre- 
servative for such solutions as those named, he suggests 
that it be given a trial by those who have occasion to keep 
the solutions on hand. (December 28.) 


A Tour in South Germany. By F. Goldby.—This is 
the narrative of a tour in the Black Forest district, which 
is concluded from a previous issue. The article is one of 
general interest and has little in it relating to pharmacy. 
We have commented on it in previous numbers. (De- 
cember 28.) 


Vegetable Powders and Their Diagnostic Characters. 
By Prof. Henry G. Greenish and Eugéne Collin—The 
concluding installment of this excellent series takes up 
the study of certain leaves, stramonium, tea, boldo, buchu, 
barberry, sage and henna being considered. The article 
is illustrated with drawings by M. Collin, but they are 
badly printed and in some cases details are blurred. 


(January 4.) 
Western Druggist, November and December. 


Ammonia, Iodine and Collodion. By Frederick T. 
Gordon.—The author has experimented with a variety of 
mixtures in varying proportions of these several ingre- 
dients. Summing up the results of his investigations 
and experiments, he makes the following statement as to 
the results of mixing equal parts of tincture of iodine, 
collodion and spirit or water of ammonia: 

1. Spirit of ammonia, tincture of iodine and collodion 
form a clear solution, at first almost colorless and finally 
reddish brown. The final mixture contains free am- 
monia, ammonium iodide, iodate and nitrate, dinitrocel- 
lulose, and a little iodoform, dissolved in a mixture of 
ether and alcohol. 

2. Water of ammonia, tincture of iodine and collodion 
form a turbid, reddish mixture, and a whitish, gelatinous 
precipitate is thrown down, which finally dissolves, a 
clear reddish brown solution resulting. The final mix- 
ture contains ammonium iodide, iodate and nitrate, free 
ammonia, traces of iodoform, and dinitrocellulose, with 
traces of a red-brown substance that gives it its color, dis- 
solved in a mixture of ether, alcohol and water. 

In both mixtures free ammonia will be present if 
spirit and water of the full official strength are used; the 
amount, however, will be quite small. In neither of these 
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is free iodine present, nor is there any nitrogen iodide. 

Variations in the proportions of the prescription will 
cause changes in the final mixture. 

If iodine is in excess, all the ammonia will combine 
with it in preference to the trinitrocellulose, and with 
water of ammonia there will be an undissolved deposit 
of unaltered pyroxylin. 

If collodion is in excess, there will be unaltered py- 
roxylin left, and if the iodine is not sufficient to saturate 
the ammonia in the mixture there will be formed soluble 
dinitrocellulose. Such a mixture with spirit of ammonia 
will still be clear, the alcohol keeping the pyroxylin in 
solution, if not in too great an excess, but if water of 
— is used there will be a sticky mass of pyroxylin 
left. 

The proper proportions necessary to produce a final 
clear solution call for an excess of ammonia, as in the pre- 
scription given, which should be borne in mind in making 
the combination. 

The prescription no doubt owes whatever effect it 
may have to the free ammonia and ammonium salts 
formed and the alcohol and ether. It makes a rather 
sticky liniment, leaving a sticky feeling to the skin when 
rubbed on until dry. While it is of interest, it seems as 
if the same therapeutic results might be obtained in a 
less roundabout way. 


Sweetening Elixirs. By H. C. Bradford.—The au- 
thor proposes as a sweetening agent the following stock 
saccharine solution: 

Saccharin 

Sodium bicarbonate, C. P 

Water, enough to make 
Each fluid ounce is stated to be equivalent in sweetening 
power to a pound of sugar. Aromatic elixir is the best 
base to use in this connection, saccharine alone tasting 
rather flat. 


Some Paying Adjuncts to a Drug Store. By Ben- 
jamin G. Jones.—The author recommends jewelry as a 
side line in small towns and also recommends wall paper. 
He points out the necessity of keeping the paper moist 
to a certain extent, as when it gets very dry it tears. He 
supplies the necessary amount of moisture by keeping 
pans of water under the racks on which the paper is 
stored. The author suggests as a means of displaying 
wall paper that each roll be suspended on a piece of heavy 
wire, twenty-one to twenty-two inches long, supported 
by screw eyes fixed into the ceiling. (November.) 


The Profitable Side of Ethical Pharmacy. By Louis 
Emanuel.—The author admonishes the pharmacist that 
he must first of all be “ worthy of his hire,” be compe- 
tent, keep occupied, let the public know of his skill, and 
he can then obtain a fair recompense. He advises phar- 
macists to test the purity of purchases, to avoid substitu- 
tion (because it does not pay), to make all the U. S. P. 
and the N. F. preparations possible, and to send monthly 
letters to physicians on suitable drugs and preparations. 
He elaborates these different ideas and gives specimen 
letters to be addressed to physicians. 

Photographic Supplies in the Drug Store. By 
Dwight Darling.—The author claims that photographic 
supplies net an average profit of about 40 per cent. all 
round. On papers, plates and films the profit is about 
25 per cent. only, but on the cameras themselves and on 
the various chemicals and solutions the profit is so large 
as to raise the general average up to about 40 per cent. 
Aside from the profits obtained directly, the author be- 
lieves that the druggist is very much the gainer by get- 
ting people to come into his store on some other occasion 
than that of sickness. He observes that when a camera 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


is sold this is only the beginning of expense to the buyer 
(an observation the truth of which no amateur will 
deny), though, after all, the amateur photographer gets 
more actual enjoyment for the money expended than 
he could in almost any other form of amusement. Final- 
ly, the class of patrons attracted by a stock of photo- 
graphic supplies is a very desirable one. 


How to Make a Tooth Paste. By I. M. Parry.—The 
author gives the following formula and directions: 


UMMMNIE vais cob hos '4i0 0:09 Sie.n wip ovo G4 54,48 6:010 0 0a s a tieleeomd 4 0z 
GOIATIN . 0. cccccccccccccccccceccccesccccccscc cs 120 gr 
ROR MRTEN 456 01k ic isis sib 1e sisi’ se ee e's e 89 015 606.40 .08)5 op 7 02 


Dissolve the gelatin in the water by the aid of heat, 
add the glycerin, and label “ Massing Fluid.” Then pre- 
pare the following powder: 


Precipitated CHAU. «icc cicccccccsocsccces 15% av. oz. 
Castile soap powder... ........ccceeccscecees 1% av. OZ. 
SUP TR TEEIETIR oo oo 56 46 6.055.410 5 sale woos 60 onside 0.0/0 1 drachm 
Solution carmine, N. F., enough, or........... 1 drachm 


Mix and pass through a No. 80 sieve. Place the 
powder in a large mortar, pour on four ounces of the 
massing fluid and triturate thoroughly until a uniform, 
soft mass results. This is the right proportion for a 
paste to be sold in jars, but if it is to be sent out in tubes 
an additional ounce of glycerin should be added. 


A Practical Prescription Record. By Charles A. 
Overman.—The author recommends that a systematjc 
record be kept in a book set apart especially for this pur- 
pose of every prescription filled. This record should 
give the following information: whether the prescription 
is new or old, the date of filling, the customer, the nature 
of the prescription, the number, the name of the dis- 
penser, the price, and the total of each day’s business. 
By keeping this in a book appropriately ruled very little 
time is requiréd to make the entry, and the book will be 
found of great value in tracing a prescription which a 
customer desires refilled, but the number of which he has 
either lest or forgotten. (December. ) 


Merck’s Report, December. 


Chamois, or Shamy Skins. By G. Holt.—The au- 
thor says that it is probably impossible to buy the genu- 
ine chamois skins outside of New York City, and even 
there the number sold forms an_ infinitesimally small 
percentage of those which purport to be the skin of the 
animal which is found only in the Alps. The best grade 
of commercial chamois, or, as the author terms it, 
‘““shamy ” (most lexicographers spell the Americanized 
word with two m’s), is prepared from the skin of the 
doe, the cheaper grades from the flesh side of the split 
sheep skin. The grain of the skin is first removed by 
scraping with a round knife or pumice stone. The skins 
are then put into a bath of bran liquor, wrung out, dried, 
again soaked in water, and then fish oil is forced into 
the grain of the skin by beating several layers of the 
skin soaked with oil with heavy wooden hammers. This 
process is repeated several times, the skins are then 
suspended on hooks in a warm room until a slight 
fermentation takes place, which dilates the pores and 
promotes the incorporation of the oil. The skins are 
then scraped and freed from excess of oil by treatment 
with weak potash lye, washed in an infusion of oak bark 
to give them a buff color, dried, smoothed, and made 
supple by passing between iron rollers. After sorting, 
both as to quality and size, the skins are put up in pack- 
ages of thirty, each package being called a “kip.” The 
skins vary from six by eight inches to twenty by thirty- 
three inches in size. There seems to be no practical dif- 
ference between the true skin of the chamois and the 
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imitation, which is the commercial article, but there is 
some difference in the texture, which enables an expert 
to distinguish between the two. 


An Elementary Course in Law for Pharmacists. By 
Frederick J. Wulling.—This is the first of a series of 
articles on the subject. This installment takes up the 
general philosophy of jurisprudence. 


Chemistry of the U. S. P. Preparations. By Bern- 
hard O. Leubner.—This installment of a series of articles 
by Mr. Leubner is concerned with the syrup of hy- 
droiodic acid. 


Radio-Activity. By Samuel T. Hensel.—The author 
reviews in a general way the subject of radio-activity, 
including mention of the radio-active substance dis- 
covered by Prof. Charles Baskerville, of North Carolina, 
which he looks upon as a new element and for which he 
proposed the name Carolinium. This subject was treated 
in our issue for January 28, 1901, page 34. 


A Practical Photographic Narrative. By Joseph F. 
Hostelley.—This paper is a rambling collection of sug- 
gestions as to methods for handling photographic goods 
to the best advantage. Suggestions are given as to ef- 
fective window displays, etc. 


Pharmaceutical Era, December and January. 


A New Process for the Manufacture of Citric Acid. 
By Dr. J. Ohly.—After a reference to the antiquity of 
the process for the manufacture of citric acid from lemon 
juice as generally followed, and to the difficulties in de- 
coloration, which the end product of this process makes, 
the author describes his own method, which he saysaffords 
a much greater yield in citric acid than the old one and 
is much more readily performed. The new method, 
which the author of the present paper claims as his own 
invention, may be summarized as follows: 50 Cc. of con- 
centrated lemon juice are diluted with 100 Cc. of water 
and allowed to stand over night. The liquid is then fil- 
tered and mixed with a concentrated solution of calcium 
chloride. One and two-third ounces of caustic soda are 
then dissolved in water and the solution gradually added 
to the mixture of juice and calcium chloride so as to 
neutralize it. The pasty mass is then heated, transferred 
to a filter and washed with hot water in order to remove 
the salt in solution. It is then placed in a large evaporat- 
ing dish, neutralized with sulphuric acid and the mix- 
ture gradually heated to the boiling point so as to effect 
complete decomposition and saturation. The calcium 
sulphate produced in this way is filtered off, and the fil- 
trate heated, when more calcium sulphate is deposited and 
removed. The brown colored liquid thus obtained is 
mixed with animal charcoal, previously freed from phos- 
phates by treatment with hydrochloric acid. The mixture 
of purified bone black and citric acid is kept at the boiling 
point for about fifteen minutes and filtered. The filtered 
liquid is concentrated to the crystallizing point by evapo- 
ration and poured into a small wooden tray, when crystals 
of citric acid soon separate themselves from the solution. 
(December 19.) 


Window Suggestions. By Charles L. Berry.—Clean 
glass and neat displays reflect credit on the owner of the 
store. The window should be cleaned and changed at 
least once a week, and displays should be made of one 
thing at a time if possible. The display should be sea- 
sonable. Druggists in a town where the water is apt to 
become poor should watch it closely, and as soon as the 
water appears cloudy or when there is an epidemic of 
typhoid fever some mineral water should be displayed, 
with appropriate signs. Frequent displays should be: 
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made of one’s own make of remedies. Mechanical win- 
dows are trade bringers. People will be attracted by 
moving objects when nothing else will arrest their atten- 
tion. Hints are given for the arrangement of mechanical 
windows. (December 19.) 


A Few Dont’s. By J. S. Stowell.—This is a series 
of dogmatic abjurations, which will impress many as be- 
ing too slangy and familiar in their tone to be followed. 
The following specimens will illustrate: 

Don’t take the salesman’s head off. He may have some- 
thing you can use. He can at least quote prices, and to these 
your ear should ever be open. 

Den’t leave hanging to the package you have just tied up 
sufficient string for the use of the customer; peradventure he 
or she may wish to commit suicide by hanging. No use plac- 
ing temptation in their way. 

Don’t give the small boy a large mortar, a pestle and a 
“* hunk ” of India rubber and tell him you want it pulverized. 
‘For goodness sake think of something new. 

Don’t sell anything and everything for the greed of gold. 
Even a druggist may have his conscience pricked. 

Don’t run a pharmaceutical rum shop. If you prefer to 
tend bar, walk around the city until you run across a saloon 
and hasten to apply for a position. 

Don’t get too “chummy ” with Dr. Healemup. Too much 
intimacy breeds contempt. ‘. 

Don’t get confused or have the least appearance of being 
ypuzzled when the colored lady asks for flesh colored court 
plaster. 

Don’t advertise that you have the best soda water in town, 
and then have the nerve to take the customer’s good money 
for warm slops. 

Don’t recommend your Infallible Hair Tonic and One Sec- 
ond Corn Cure, while your own head shines like a billiard 
ball and your clerks limp about the store with corns. Be 
consistent. 

Don’t argue over religion or politics with your customer. 
No use offending your patrons. Be like the Apostle Paul— 
all things to all men. (December 19.) 

The Sad Story of the Good Druggist and the Bad 
Business. By A. B. Burrows.—This story gives the 
career of “a good little boy ” who learned the drug busi- 
ness, and entering a pharmaceutical college, graduated 
as a Doctor of Pharmacy, and in course of time set up 
in business for himself, only to find that all his training 
served him in no good stead, since the doctors would per- 
sist in prescribing proprietary preparations. He had to 
sell out, and he closed his career by getting an appoint- 
ment as assistant professor in pharmacy, though imme- 
diately prior to this he had stumped the country lecturing 
on “ How to Make a Drug Store Pay,” furnishing the 
drug journals meanwhile with articles on “ Why I Was 
Successful in Pharmacy.” (December 26.) 

Candy Colors. By C. G. Buchanan.—This is a side 
line, which the writer of the essay believes will bear going 
after at this time of the year. He names the colors and 
refers the readers for formulas to “ any good formulary 
or by running through the back numbers of one of the 
journals.” Flavoring extracts and fruit essences are 
recommended as side lines, and general dire¢tions for the 
advertising and selling of these goods are given. He also 
recommends the preparation of a domestic receipt book 
by getting favorite receipts from lady friends. “The 
old ladies in the country,” he declares, “ make better pies, 
ginger bread, corn pone, cookies, dumplings and pickles 
than nine-tenths of the city people ever ate . and 
their receipts would be cherished and used by all for- 
tunate enough to get them. These receipts can be had 
for the asking, and can be gathered during one’s vacation, 
and when added to those for making candy, cakes, etc., 
will make an acceptable little pamphlet, which will be a 
standing advertisement, selling not only colors, flavors, 
spices, etc., but drugs of all knds.” (December 26.) 

Hurry Up, There! By Frank B. Styles.—The 
exclamatory heading is used by the writer to point the 


opportunities for improving business that are occasionally 
offered. When a new family comes to town, “ Hurry 
up” and send a greeting to the head of the house and 
invite the patronage of that family. The same term is 
applied to new lines of goods, and a little pamphlet de- 
scribing the new arrivals in the store could be hurried 
out to customers with advantage. During odd minutes 
packages and bottles of ready salables can be prepared 
and set in convenient places. A list of the liquids that 
are often asked for and which the essayist keeps put up 
in one or two ounce bottles is given. (December 26.) 

A Timely Warning. By Dr. H. Ohly.—The vagaries 
of examining boards of pharmacy in the character of 
questions put to candidates for licenses are touched upon 
in this article. As a protection against abuse or whim- 
sical and illegal procedure, the formation of a “ National 
Pharmacists’ Protective Association” is suggested, but 
the writer is not very specific as to his grievances. 
(January 2.) 

What Should Be the Attitude of the Druggist Toward 
the Symbol Prescription He Cannot Read. By Joseph 
F. Hostelley.—The practice followed by some physicians 
of entering into private arrangements with a certain 
druggist whereby formulas or remedies frequently pre- 
scribed are indicated by a symbol previously agreed upon, 
and the proper attitude to be taken by other druggists 
when a symbol prescription of this kind is sent to them 
are considered in this article. The writer calls it “a phase 
of the percentage injustice,” and suggests the following 
method of treatment: The druggist who is ignorant of the 
code should call the doctor up by ’phone, tell him that 
one of his prescriptions has been handed in for some- 
thing, the reading of which is puzzling, and that a sug- 
gestion would be appreciated which would elucidate the 
enigma. Should the unknown quantity read something 
like this: “ Pil No. 702,” the druggist might as a subter- 
fuge to gain information request the name of the manu- 
facturer of pill No. 702. Now should the doctor, in order 
to preserve the secrecy so essential to the success of the 
percentage scheme, discourage further inquiry by simply 
saying, in a selection of words suited to his mood, that 
the pills could be had of Mr. Space, then let the drug- 
gist approach the man for the exact number of pills pre- 
scribed, and, if accommodated, dispense the same prompt- 
ly. Never care what the cost may be, or how small the 
margin of profit. The point is not to play into the hands 
of the percentage competitor by letting the prescription 
leave the store, to be filled where a prestige for knowl- 
edge and competence will be gained that may be an un- 
favorable commentary upon the ability of the first drug- 
gist. Should the physician appealed to politely decline 
or peremptorily refuse to acquiesce in the druggist’s de- 
sire for information, let the druggist tell the patient in a 
plain, candid statement that for monetary or other mo- 
tives the doctor has written a prescription in symbols or 
characters which can be read intelligently by only one 
druggist, and that the doctor has just refused to interpret 
these characters, thus preventing the patient from having 
the prescription filled at the pharmacy where he had 
chosen to take it. (January 2.) 





Rheusatin is the trade name given to a salicylic ester 
of quinine salicylate and has the formula C,H,.OH.COO. 
C,, H,;N,0.C,H,,.OH.COOH. It forms white needles 
difficultly soluble in water, melting at 179 degrees C. and 
completely tasteless. It contains about 50 per cent. of 
salicylic acid, but its results in the treatment of rheuma- 
tism are much more positive than could be expected from 
a mixture of equivalent proportions of quinine and sali- 
evlic acid. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





That Quinine Mixture.— The reproduction in 
the American Druccist for January 13, page 12, under 
the heading, “ An Unusual Dose,” of a complicated quin- 
ine mixture, in which unusually large doses were pre- 
scribed, has brought out the following communication 
from F. O. Mullaly, Attleboro, Mass.: “To relieve the 
mind of E. F. C. in regard to the quinine mixture com- 
mented upon in the January 13 number would say that 
the prescription was written by a veterinary surgeon 
and intended for a horse.” 


Haarlem Oil.—G. D. C. writes: “Kindly send us 
at your earliest convenience a correct formula for Haar- 
lem Oil, as used in the imported article.” , 

This is rather a large order, for it is not definitely 
known what Haarlem Oil consists of. Analysis of the 
oil reveals little that could be turned to account, while 
writers are very much divided as to what enters into its 
composition. The published formulas vary greatly. On 
the authority of the editor of “ Pharmaceutical Formu- 
las” the following are said to closely resemble the origi- 
nal article: 


a 
Baleam of sulphur... .. 0.2... 0c ccc ccc cece sc ccesees 3i 
Oil of turpentine. .... 2.02... ccc cece cece tee ceee Ziv 
Mix. 

II. 
Balaam of sulphur... .......-.. cc ccsccecccesesccces 3i 
Oil Of TUIMENUINE...... .- 2.25 sec cccccscc sees sense ces 3ij 
Ns I oo s 5 ono ooo ass 0 coo .oie o's 0 inne Wes aeen Ziv 


All by weight. Mix. 


Show Globe Colors.—C. has had trouble with his 
show globe colors, which have changed color in some 
instances and in others have faded. He asks for a set 
of formulas for the standard colors used in.the windows 
of first-class pharmacies. 

Solutions of chemicals should be used wherever pos- 
sible. The aniline dyes, which have come into use of late 
years, fade under the influence of light and are generally 
unsatisfactory, causing deposits, etc. Orange, blue, 
emerald and ruby are preferred tints for the liquids con- 
tained in show globes, and we give below approved for- 
mulas for these. 


ORANGE, 
Potassium bichromate.............-22eeee seer eee Ib. 1 
a ea ere re ao. 5viij 
EDD 55 sain oe so owe hk is i os ww SN Hees Cong. fiss 
BLUE. 
Copper sulphate. ....... 0. cee s eee eee eee ee ee cece eee 3iv 
“Aqua AMMONIA... .. 6... eee eee ee ee ee 8 
ee te Or nr ert mee Cong. iiss 


Dissolve the copper sulphate in 40 parts of water and 
add water of ammonia with constant stirring until the 
precipitate is redissolved, then add the rest of the water. 


EMERALD. 
Nickel] sulphate. ........ 0... cc cece cece ce eecseecee Riij 
Sulphuric acid. ....... 06. e ec eee eee eee eee eee 5vi 
i rr ore err eer ee Cong. iiss 
RUBY. 
Potassium bichromate............-6. ee cece ee ee eee Ib. i 
Sulphuric acid. ......... 2. cece eee cece eee cece neces 5xvi 
1 Per Pen ee eee Cong. iiss 


Very pretty shades of purple can be made by combin- 


ing sodium salicylate with tincture of ferric chloride in 


water. One of these is termed 
AMETHYSTINE, 
MOGIUTY SANCVINUE «oo. ssi vicdle duce bec vbdes ceed gr. xvi 
Tincture of ferric chloride.................... M. xxx 
NVPRER SAIC Sorat oar cxctoatetc av oatcveeia rd dale canal sxe ese eaance/els Cong. iiss 


Dissolve the salicylate in the water and add the tine- 
ture. A true purple may be produced by the following 
combination : 

PURPLE. 


Potassium permanganate...................0000- gr. xl 
PRIHEPIG OOO 500 55 3S. o'sr6.e Sarbbesks ona nda dee aeenedadae eee ai 
Water 


While we are about it we might as well give a for- 
mula for a rose-colored solution. This is made as fol- 


lows: 
ROSE 
CR iy See a5 45's we slela ene aeelo Esha vo Sao Sa ede eewad 5ij 
UV PERREME Ss fr005 carlo cifotss 915. sSaib c-ckey es tanen deel agieseto ateah rman esd arecacoaere 3x 


Macerate for a day or two, filter, and add to the 
water till the required shade is produced. Then add to 
each gallon half an ounce of stronger water of ammonia. 


Soap Powders.— E. R. C. writes: “I desire a for- 
mula for a soap powder or a dry granular washing 
preparation, suitable for household use in washing col- 
ored fabrics and woolens, to be produced at an approxi- 
mate cost of five cents per pound. It is especially de- 
sired that the ingredients shall be harmless to aniline 
and other colors, and contain little, if any, washing soda 
or potash.” 

This question presents some difficulties. A soap pow- 
der in order to possess detergent qualities to amount to 
anything must contain an appreciable amount of either 
sodium carbonate or potassium carbonate. Most of 
the washing powders of the market consist of varying 
proportions of powdered soap and the substances named, 
though some special brands contain borax. The variety 
of soap in most esteem by those who have occasion to 
wash delicate colored fabrics is the Ivory soap, which 
we imagine must have an animal fat as a basis. 

The whitest soap powder is obtained by using a soap 
having cocoanut oil as a basis, and a mixture of equal 
parts of tallow and cocoanut oil yields excellent results. 
The latter mixture is saponified by 90 per cent. soda 
alkali or by crystal sodium carbonate. The following 
particulars of the manufacture of soap powder are taken 
from “ Pharmaceutical Formulas,” an English au- 
thority: 

The soap (in thin slices) is put into a steam-jacketed pan 
containing at least its own weight of water. When nearly all 
melted put in a small quantity of soda, which helps to make 
the last of the soap melt more readily. Then introduce the 
remainder of the soda, and keep the whole well stirred until 
completely dissolved. The mixture is next transferred to a 
shallow table, about six inches deep, made of galvanized fron 
nailed to a wood frame and set in a place where there is a 
draft. While the mixture is run on to the table keep crutching 
it to prevent separation, and continue crutching from time to 
time until the mixture has become quite thick. It may be left 
a day or two, when it will be hard and ready to be broken up. 


By continuing the crutching for a considerable time, the ex- 
tract gradually falls into a powder. 


The above is, of course, unsuitable for manufacturers 
in a small way, and we quote it merely to throw light 











48 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


upon the general principles observed in the manufacture 
of soap powders. 

The simplest form of a soap powder consists of a 
mixture of borax, sodium hyposulphite and sodium car- 
bonate. The last named is used in the effloresced state— 
that is, after having been allowed to lose its water of 
crystallization by exposure to the air. The proportions 
are as follows: 


Effloresced soda 
Sodium hyposulphite 


It is evident, however, that a mixture such as the 
above would be injurious to delicate fabrics. Perhaps 
the best mode of procedure to obtain a soap powder of the 
kind required is to select good curd soap, any required 
quantity ; cut it into thin shavings and set it aside to dry, 
in any convenient place, though the process can be has- 
tened by the use of a dryer. As soon as the shavings 
are brittle enough to be powdered this should be done 
and the powder then mixed with half its weight of pow- 
dered sal soda. Borax may be added, if desired, in the 
proportion of 1 part of borax to 50 parts of the mixture. 

We could quote a dozen formulas for soap powders, 
but nearly every one would have the objection of being 
too strongly alkaline for our correspondent’s require- 
ments. A little experimentation is recommended along 
the lines suggested. 


Eucamphol.—S. E. P.—We have received a num- 
ber of replies to our request for information regarding 
the preparation sold under the name of “ Eucamphol.” 
From these we take the following: “ Eucamphol is an 
alkaline antiseptic and germicide solution, manufactured 
by R. L. Pentz, Phm.B., of the Anderson Drug Com- 
pany, Farmville, Va. (Signed) R. L. Pentz.” 

Dealer in Second-Hand Drug Fixtures.— N. E. 
asks for the address of a dealer in second-hand drug 
fixtures, shop bottles, etc. 

We know of no second-hand dealer who makes a 
specialty of druggists’ fixtures. Bargains in furniture 
of this description are most usually picked up in auction 
rooms, but desirable specimens are often to be found in 
the warerooms of second-hand furniture dealers. 


Acid Scetodephicum ?—L.—This is a common 
synonym of tannin, or tannic acid, but it is usually spelled 
“ scytodephicum.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
DR. RICE’S GRAVE. 





A Suggestion for a General Subscription, by Prof. 
John Uri Lloyd, 


To THE EDITOR: 
Sir—I note in the AMERICAN DruGoIst for January 13 an 


editorial entitled “ Dr. Rice’s Grave,” and as I dictated a letter 
a few days ago to Professor Kraemer, of Philadelphia, that 
touched upon this subject, I shall presume to add just one word 
more to the line of your editorial. 

It strikes me that the proper thing to do will be to set over 
Dr. Rice’s resting place a modest rough stone mark, and I am 
of the opinion, furthermore, that this should be a spontaneous 
contribution from his friends at large in pharmacy and medi- 
cine, in which both the rank and file could participate without 
any distinction. 

I will touch upon a bit of unwritten history connected with 
the monument recently erected to the memory of the old Ec- 
lectiec philanthropist and scholar, Prof. John King, M.D. The 
question arose as to what would be the proper way to erect 
a suitable mark for his resting place. Some favored the taking 
of contributions for this purpose, and others a private arrange- 
ment by which a few personal friends would contribute the 
amount. 

It struck me that Dr. King’s work had been in behalf of 
humanity at large, and that while his affiliations had been with 
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the Eclectic school of medicine, the time would come when he 
would be claimed by the world of progress as one of the world’s 
workers in behalf of humanity, and I felt that under these 
circumstances it was just and proper to let his monument be 
a spontaneous testimonial from his friends, regardless of af- 
filiations. Of course I anticipated that the largest part would 
be borne, and gladly borne, by his professional compatriots of 
the Eclectic school of medicine. I therefore suggested a plan 
that would enable his friends to do this without any effort, and 
by which no one party could contribute a conspicuous amount. 
Therefore I wrote the little tribute to womankind, ‘‘ The Right 
Side of the Car,” and donated the profits from the booklet to 
the monument, placing the publication in the hands of a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose, thus allowing no one person 
to do more than contribute $2.00 to the fund. Asa result of the 
announcement that was made mainly through the Eclectic 
journals, more than enough money was subscribed to erect 
the stone desired, which in every way was what we felt should 
have been erected over such a man as Professor King; and, in 
my opinion, if a monument is to be erected to Dr. Rice, such 
a plan as this should be adopted. To this I will add that offers 
were made wherein the entire amount of money necessary 
would have been contributed by a few persons, Dr. V. C. Price, 
of Chicago, a graduate of our school of medicine and a close 
and dear friend of Dr. King, being one who wished to accom- 
plish that end (and who would have taken the entire financial 
responsibility), but who acquiesced in the suggestion that it 
would be better to let the matter be spontaneous and one of 
love. 

I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that if a movement 
is made in the pharmaceutical profession by Dr. Rice’s friends 
to erect a headstone as a contribution from his friends, it 
might be accomplished in such a way as to permit the many 
to take a part in that worthy object by making the contribu- 
tions uniform and very small and erecting a modest rough 
stone, in keeping with Dr. Rice’s character and work. 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN Uri Lioyp. 
Cincinnati, O., January 15, 1902. 





The Illinois Board Appointment. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—Please allow me space to correct a wrong impression 
regarding myself as an applicant for reappointment on the 
Board of Pharmacy, as given in your regular correspondence . 
from Illinois, AMERICAN DruceGist for January 13, page 28. 

Your correspondent was misinformed, and my name was 
never presented to the Governor. More than two years ago I 
asked Mr. Metzger to get himself in line to succeed me on the 
Board of Pharmacy, because he was my friend, good material 
and lived in this end of the State. 

In the mean time I did all I could to advance his interest, 
and when his name was presented to the Governor I did what 
I could to secure his appointment. I have the correspondence 
between the Governor and myself, showing my fidelity to Mr. 
Metzger. Just a week before the appointment was made I 
called on the Governor and insisted on the appointment of 
Mr. Metzger, and was assured that the Governor would ap- 
point one of the number that was recommended by the Illinois 
Pharmaceutical Associatiopn, and possibly Mr. Metzger. I did 
not set the political machine of Southern Illinois to work in my 
behalf. True, most of the working Republican politicians in 
Egypt are warm friends of mine, and to the few inquiries as - 
to whether I was an applicant for reappointment, I told them 
I was not, that I had indorsed Metzger and caused several to 
do the same. I learn a couple of my friends asked for my 
reappointment, but it was without my knowledge. I served 
five years, am proud of the advancement and the general 
work of the board during that period. It was quite a sacrifice 
of my business, but I am very much pleased, and especially 
with Mr. Metzger’s appointment. 

I was never an applicant for reappointment and am a strong 
advocate of the plan of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion for selecting its members of the Board of Pharmacy. 

Very truly, 
W. C. Srmvpson. 


Vienna, Ill., January 16. 





Saves on Market Reports. 


Inclosed find check in payment of our subscription in ad- 
vance for the AMERICAN DrRuaGGISsT. We have saved more than 
this amount by the quotations in your market reports. We 
trust that you will keep your market reports fully up to the 
standard in the future as you have in the past. 

THE ANTIDOLAR Mrc. ComPANY. 

Springville, N. Y., November 14, 1901. 








BUSINESS BUILDING. 
Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor wili be pleased to criticise advertisements, 


suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 





THE MATTER OF DISPLAY. 

A. M. Stead of Cordele, Ga., sends a copy of his local 
paper, which contains two ads for the two stores in which 
he is interested. Both of these ads are fairly well writ- 
ten and are quite prominent in the paper because they 
have exceptionally good positions, being on local pages 
surrounded by pure news matter. Display is therefore 
not of great importance in this instance, but one of the 
ads will afford a basis for a little comment on display. 
This ad as it originally appeared had the heading set 
in caps of the same size used in the body of the ad. The 
heading of an ad is the attention arresting part of it. To 
do its part it must be in sharp contrast with its surround- 
ings. This ordinarily means that it must be set in type 


a great deal larger than that used for the body of the - 


ad. Now the manner in which an ad is set is not the most 
important thing, nor is it equally important in all cases. 
But as an ad must be seen to be read, and as its con- 
spicuousness depends very largely upon its setting, this 
matter of display must always be considered. Those 
who wish to make their ads stand out have one thing to 
know and one thing to do. The thing to know is that 
conspicuousness is always secured by contrast. An ad 
must be essentially different from its surroundings in 
order to stick out. The greater the difference the more 
the surroundings will push the ad at you. If the sur- 
rounding ads or matter are rather solidly set, open up 
your ad, using some white space in it. If you are sur- 
rounded by loosely set ads, go in for solid effects, etc. 
The thing for any advertiser to do who has trouble in 
making his ads conspicuous is to keep his eye out for 
examples of what he wants. Notice the ads in the papers 
and magazines received. If an ad hits you strongly, de- 
termine whether the same form of setting would not be 
suitable for your ads. Cut out ads and place them over 
you space in the paper, observing the effect. 

Good setting is, as a rule, simple setting; so simple 
that to-day in nine-tenths of the American newspapers 
very effective display can be had by merely making the 
heading bold enough. Small ads must usually be cut 
out from their surroundings by some sort of a border, a 
light rule answering the purpose in many instances. 

To come back to Mr. Stead’s ad, you will notice that 
the heading affords slight contrast with the body of the 
ad, while this body material is set leaded—that is, with an 
extra amount of white space. between each line. In the 
average paper all possible space in this ad should be de- 
voted to the heading. In order to do this it would be as 
well to set the body matter in type one size smaller. The 
original heading of this ad is not good because it bears 
no relation to the subject of the ad, you realize at once 
that the writer was somewhat puzzled about what head- 
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ing to use. In resetting the ad, in order to show con- 
trast, a somewhat more fitting heading has been chosen. 
The body type of any short ad can safely be as small as 
that used in revision. This is the type in which people 
do most of their reading. Where the ads are large, a 
slightly larger body type is advisable. The matter of 
securing proper contrast will be an interesting study for 
many druggists who are writing their own ads, and a 
little practice in this direction will yield some very satis- 
factory results. A couple of little examples may help. 
The following would stick out on almost any page on 
account of the white margin, even though small type 
were used: 





STOP COLDS. 











Where white cannot be employed, a gray effect pro- 
duced with rules like example shown is apt to be good, 
because there is not apt to be anything else like it in the 


paper. 











STOP COLDS. 

















You avert. danger and discomfort 
by stopping colds in the start. 
Our Laxative Cold Cure, taken 
promptly, removes every sign of 
a cold in 24 hours—or your 
money back. 


25 cents. 


BROADWAY PHARMACY. 











CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 
JUGGED GIFTS. 


Stoddard Bros., Buffalo, ran large reading notices 
headed in bold display, “ Holiday Gifts at Half Price,” 
the gifts being small jugs of various kinds of wet goods. 
The regular prices of the jugs being $1.00, two jugs 
were offered at that price for Christmas trade. 




















HAY’S SHOPPING BAG. 


H. H. Hay’s Sons, Portland, Me., got out a holiday 
shopping list printed on a heavy red card. This card 
was inclosed in an ordinary paper bag, flat, which was 
sealed with a red seal and mailed to customers. Above 
the address was printed: “ Hay’s Christmas Shopping 
Bag. Examine the Contents.” This is an expensive 
little plan that no doubt secured attention for the contents 
of the bag, and which might be employed on other occa- 
sions. 

MIXED MERIT. 


Ed. J. Rodgers, Port Huron, Mich., sends papers 
containing a series of holiday ads. These ads started 
on November 23, the ad of this date being a preliminary 
announcement of the opening. This was an effective 
move and probably put an idea into the heads of people 
that remained there. The space employed was fine, right 
in the center of the page surrounded by news; well worth 
the extra price it probably cost. 

The ads were not as good as they might have been; 
simply a sentence or two displayed in the old-fashioned 
way, every other line display, and to the effect that “ My 


TO THE 
TRADE 
Have you a prescription to fill ? 
If so, why should you not choose 
your Druggist as well as to choose 
your Physician? Your recovery 
depends as much on the proper 
compounding of your prescrip ions 
as on the proper diagnosis and 
treatment of your case by your 
Physician. If your Druggist is 
wrong, it is little worth to you to 
have your Physician right. 
We need your trade. We guar- 
antee you purity, accuracy and 


skill. 
* * * * * * 
All cash purchases at this store 
will be credited on your ttade card 


at the Cash DrugStore. See their 


ad this week. 
STEAD & WHIPPLE, 
Peoples’ Bank Stand, 
Cordele, Ga. 
The Original. 


229tf 


up-to-date holiday stock has come. The bright and 
sparkling line of Christmas gifts is ready for inspection. 
We invite your patronage, etc.” 

Such an ad is a sign. A more effective kind is the 


sort that goes more into details. 
None of these ads gives any clue as to what the goods 
are, or | of the sort of information that holiday buyers 


crave. 


ere was room for details. One strong display 
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‘bing thousands of merchants of results. 






line always catches the eye better than half a dozen. 

Stand a peck of pins on their heads close together 
and you could sit down on the points—it’s different with 
one pin. 





Let us 
fill it. 


Have you a prescription to fill? 
If so, why should you not choose 
your Druggist as well as to choose 
your Physician? Your recovery 
depends as much on the proper 
compounding of your prescriptions 
as on the proper diagnosis and 
treatment of your case by your 
Physician. lf your Druggist is 
wrong, it is little worth to you to 
have your Physician right. 

We need your trade. We guar- 
antee you purity, accuracy and 
skill. 

* * * * * * 

All cash purchases at this store 
will be credited on your trade card 
at the Cash Drug Store. See their 
ad this week. 





STEAD & WHIPPLE, 


Peoples’ Bank Stand, Cordele, Ga. 
220tf 











The Revision. 


CHANGE OFTENER. 


Editor Business Building: 

Inclosed find ads clipped from our weekly paper. These 
ads are changed every month and have produced geod results. 
What criticism, if any, would you make upon the general ap- 
pearance of the ads? , 

ScHULTZE & SEYDLER. 


The general appearance of these ads is good. I have 
no doubt that they stand out well in the paper. Appear- 
ance, however, is not the most important thing in adver- 
tising. It is what you say and the persistency with which 
you say it that does the business. Persistency does not 
mean, though, that an ad should be persistently used for 
four weeks. That is the sort of persistency that is rob- 
No one does 
good advertising who runs an ad four weeks. There is 
precisely as much reason for changing retail ads in every 
issue as for changing the editorials. These ads are done 
into panels, three panels in an ad, and a different item 
in each panel. It would be far better to present a single 
one of these subjects each week; or, if it is desirable to 
mention several items in an ad and to mention them sev- 
eral weeks in succession, change the copy each week and 
say something new each time. That would educate peo- 
ple into the habit of reading the ads; the present system 
will educate them out of the habit. The matter in these 
ads is good, but it will get pretty stale in a month. 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
THE PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE. 


Fourth Pharmaceutical Meeting—Origin and History of Digestive 
Ferments—Filtration of Drinking Water - Solubility of Com- 
pressed Tablets—Variations in Weight of Seidlitz Powders. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, January 22.—The fourth of the series of phar- 
maceutical meetings of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
tor 1901-1902 was held on Tuesday, January 21. William L. 
Cliffe, well known for his activity in pharmaceutical matters, 
presided. 


ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF DIGESTIVE Fk RMENTS. 


The first speaker was Benjamin T. Fairchild, New York 
City, a member of the firm of Fairchild Brothers & Foster, 
who gave a very comprehensive paper on “ The origin and his- 
tory of digestive ferments and the evolution of their uses in 
medicine.” The author treated of the genesis of the subject 
in its relationship to pharmacy and medicine, and briefly re- 
ferred to the brilliant researches of Spallanzani, Schwann, 
Kiihne, Biickner and others. Mr. Fairchild considered the 
different theories in regard to fermentation, the production of 
digestive ferments in the animal cell, their action upon the 
various kinds of tissues with which they may be brought in 
contact and the different conditions and substances which 
influenced and destroyed their action. This was then fol- 
lowed by the utilization and isolation of these physiological 


principles and especially the advances made in bringing them . 


into available form in medicine. 

The use of pepsin in pharmacy and medicine was referred 
to in detail by the speaker, who said that the first pepsin to be 
prepared in a commercial way was of French origin. The 
introduction of pepsin into the different pharmacopceias was 
discussed, their strengths noted and also the manner of test- 
ing. The different methods of extracting and preparing pepsin 
for the market were considered, and the author in this con- 
nection presented the different theories in regard to the origin 
of pepsin; the peculiar conditions necessary for the action of 
digestive ferments, and the care that should be exercised in 
combining them with substances that will have only an in- 
hibitory effect or destroy its action entirely. The pancreatic 
ferments were also considered, and it was stated that while 
the pancreatic juice is alkaline in character, that nevertheless 
the fresh glands are slightly acid. 

Joseph W. England moved that a special vote, of: thanks 
be tendered Mr. Fairchild for his valuable paper. 


FILTRATION OF DRINKING WATER. 


William G. Toplis, a well-known expert in the examination 
of drinking water, read an interesting paper on the subject of 
Filtration in Drinking Water. He said that nature had seem- 
ingly pointed the way to the purification of water, and that 
art.seeks to copy the changes so long carried out in springs, 
but with scientific exactness, instead of the haphazard chance 
as in springs. He said filter, therefore, means the most exact- 
ing, painstaking care to establish the proper conditions, to- 
gether with the wise application of much chemical, bacter- 
iological and engineering knowledge. The container is com- 
wonly built of concrete, the bottom part being carefully 
graded, and the underdrains are built of broken stone or large 
gravel, measuring 2 or 3 inches on 3 diameters. It is spread 
in a layer, 6 to 8 inches deep; on top of this is spread several 
inches of smaller gravel, then finer, until a bed of 12 to 16 
inches in thickness is produced. Upon this is placed 4 feet 
of fine sand, exercising care to pack it evenly and avoiding 
holes and ways. The filtration during the first two weeks 
shows an increase in the bacteria, rather than a decrease, 
owing to what is known as the ripening of the filter. When 
filtration is once under headway it is found that the particles 
of sand are surrounded by the zooglcea colonies of bacteria, 
and they relieve the water of its organic matter, changing 
them into CO,, H,O, nitric acid and its compounds. Of course 
to accomplish this the proper conditions must be maintained. 
and, perhaps, the most important factor, aside from the bac- 
teria in the operation of the filter, is oxygen, three different 
classes of organisms being concerned in the transition of or- 
ganic matter to the inorganic state. 


SOLUBILITY OF COMPRESSED TABLETS. 


A. M. Hance had a paper on Solubility of Compressed Tab- 
lets, in which he pointed out that solubility was an important 
factor, except in certain tablets, as in throat tablets, where 
the solubility is intentionally of slow degree. 
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SEIDLITZ POWDERS. 


toland H. French has examined the Seidlitz Powders of 
the markets and finds that the tartaric acid is almost unl- 
formly of good quality, but that the seidlitz mixture shows 
quite a little carelessness in weighing or measuring. In the 
examination of the various commercial powders, the author 
concludes that for commercial purposes a seidlitz powder | 
analysis consists in making a CO, determination, calculating 
the sodium bicarbonate therefrom and (providing the quali- 
tative test shows no contaminating impurities) determining 
the Rochelle salt by difference. 


PROGRESS IN PHARMACY. 


M. I. Wilbert, apothecary to the German Hospital, Phila- 
delphia, made a review of some of the advances made during 
the past year. One of the interesting facts noted was that 
the requirements of the German Pharmacopeia are of such 
a nature that many German apothecaries have found it ad- 
visable to attend at the universities short post-graduate 
courses in practical work with the microscope and chemical 
burette. The author, in his usual thorough way, compared 
the advances in the newer pharmacopeeias and text-books and 
briefly referred to the advances in medicaments of all kinds. 

Merck & Co. had an exhibit of gaduol (the alcoholic extract 
of cod liver oil) and the various preparations which can be 
made from it. Gilpin, Langdon & Co. exhibited a line of 
spices and distributed small samples. A. H. Wirz showed a 
number of different kinds of pill machines, bottle stoppers and 
collapsible tubes. 

Before adjourning the secretary announced the following 
provisional programme for the next meeting, on February 18: 

The Basis of Atomic Weights. By Prof. Edgar F. Smith, 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Adulteration of Foods and Drugs. By Dr. Albert Robin, 
Bacteriologist and Pathologist of the Delaware State Board of 
Health. 

Deodorized Opium Preparations. By Albert E. Ebert, Chi- 
cago. 

Dose Measures and Measure Doses. By M. I. Wilbert. 

Discussion on Modern Drug Store Methods. 





TO PROMOTE PHARMACISTS IN THE JU. S. 
MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICE. 





An Amendment Proposed to the Bill Now Before Congress. 





A bill was introduced in Congress some weeks since, known 
as House Bill 7189, to increase the efficiency and change the 
name ot the United States Marine Hospital Service to the 
Public Health Service. This measure, which is understood to 
have the approval of the supervising surgeon-general of the 
service, rearranges the grades of the surgeons, but leaves the 
hospital stewards unchanged. To remedy this the following 
amendment has been proposed: 

An amendment to H. R. Bill 7189 (S. Bill 2162). Amend by 
striking out the words ‘“‘ Hospital Stewards ” on page 2, line 1. 
Add as a new section the following: 

“That the President shall appoint and commission the 
Senior Hospital Stewards of the Marine Hospital Service, now 
serving as such, ‘ Pharmacists, United States Health Service,’ 
with the relative rank of and after Second Lieutenants of the 
Army and Ensigns of the Navy, with an annual compensation 
of $1,200, 10 per cent. increase for each five years’ service and 
present perquisites. 

“That new appointments to the grade of ‘ Pharmacist’ 
shall be made from the list of hospital stewards after three 
years of satisfactory service as such, and after due examina- 
tion in the various branches of their profession by a board 
i of medical officers and pharmacists, equally di- 
vi 56 

Druggists should write at once to the members of the fol- 
lowing committees, urging them to approve of the amendment 
quoted above: Senate Committee of Public Health and Na- 
tional Quarantine.—George C. Vest, John P. Jones, Samuel D. 
McEnery, Stephen R. Mallory, Charles S. Culberson, Jacob E. 
Gallinger, John C. Spooner, Wm. C. Deboe, Chauncey M. 
Depew. 

House of Representatives, Committee of Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce.—Wm. C. Adamson, Frank L. Coombs, 
John D. Corliss, Robert C. Davey, Robert W. Davis, Loren 
Fletcher, Wm. P. Hepburn, Charles F. Joy, Wm. C. Lovering, 
James R. Mann, Wm. Richardson, Wm. B. Ryan, Dorsey W. 
Shackleford, James E. Sherman, James P. Stewart, Samuel 
Tompkins, Irving P. Wanger. 




















OUT OF THE N. A. R. D. 





Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association Formally Withdraws from 
the National Association—Wm. C. Alpers the Advocate of Se- 
cession—Vote Unanimous—The N. A. R. D, Has Now No 
Representative in the Old City of New York—The Associa- 
tion Votes to Further Amend the Pharmacy Law—Every 
Licensed Pharmacist in Eastern Section to Have the Right to 
Vote for Members of the Board—Bills> Affecting Pharmacy 
Now Before the Legislature—Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting. 





A feature of the usual monthly meeting of the Manhattan 
Pharmaceutical Association, held at 115 West Sixty-eighth 
street, on Monday, January 20, was the withdrawal, upon the 
motion of William C. Alpers, ex-president of the New Jersey 
Pharmaceutical Association, of the association from member- 
ship in the National Association of Retail Druggists. The 
action of the Manhattan Association was as surprising as it 
was unexpected. It followed the reading of a communication 
from the national secretary, calling attention to the fact that 
the dues of the Manhattan Association for the fiscal year 
were owing and now payable. On the question as to what 
action should be taken with the communication, Mr. Alpers 
rose promptly and, addessing the chair, said: “I move we 
withdraw from membership in the National Association of 
Retail Druggists.””’ There were some thirty-five members pres- 
ent and they rose almost as one man to second the motion of 
Mr. Alpers. The motion was put and carried unanimously, 
with, at the same time, a degree of enthusiasm which could 
hardly be accounted for, in view of the esteem in which the 
N. A. R. D. is held in other parts of the country. As one mem- 
ber remarked, “‘ New York is truly sui generis.” 

The meeting was called to order by President J. Maxwell 
Pringle, jr., at 9.10 p.m. After Secretary S. V. B. Swann had 
read the minutes of the preceding meeting and these had been 
adopted, Treasurer George H. Hitchcock presented his monthly 
report, as follows: Balance on hand at last meeting, $146.52; 
received in dues, $26.25; disbursements, nil; balance, $172.77. 
The report of the Legislative Committee was then called for 
anl submitted by Mr. Hitchcock, chairman. Carrying out the 
instructions of the association, the committee had called a con- 
ference of the Legislative committees of the various pharma- 
ceutical associations in Greater New York, for the purpose of 
discussing the Anti-Soda Water Law, which interferes with 
the manufacture of soda water by the use of liquid carbonic 
acid gas. Representatives of the different carbonic acid gas 
manufacturers were invited to the conference, but only one 
responded—Mr. Bauer, of the Liquid Carbonic Acid Gas Mfg. 
Company. It was agreed at this conference, which was par- 
ticipated in by representatives of the Kings County Phar- 
maceutical, German Apothecaries’ Society, and New York Re- 
tail Druggists’ Association, that the simplest and surest course 
for druggists to pursue was to introduce a bill at Albany re- 
pealing that section of the law which prohibits the charging of 
soda fountains with liquid carbonic acid gas on the premises, 
if any portion of the building is occupied as living rooms. A 
bill has accordingly been introduced by Senator Audett, which 
amends the penal code by striking out the provision in ques- 
tion. 


BILLS AFFECTING PHARMACY. 


The committee announced that the Hill Bill to amend the 
Pharmacy Law, changing the mode of election of members of 
the Eastern Branch of the Board of Pharmacy, has been duly 
introduced into the Legislature, and attention was called to 
certain changes in the wording of the bill which had not re- 
ceived the sanction of the various associations interested. The 
new wording referred to provided that any member of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Association could take part 
in the election, whether or not he was a member of the local 
associations. The committee asked for instructions on this 
point, which occasioned a spirited debate later on. Various 
other bills affecting pharmacy, which had been introduced 
into the Legislature since the last meeting of the association, 
were then enumerated, as follows: By Senator Wagner—Pro- 
hibiting extra telephone charges for messages between the 
boroughs in the city of New York (Jan. 7). By Senator 
Brackett—Legalizing the practice of osteopathy (Jan. 7). By 
Assemblyman Nye—Exempting physicians from the operation 
of the pharmacy law (Jan. 9). By Senator Slater—Prohibiting 
the adulteration of drugs (Jan. 14). By Assemblyman Prince 


—Permitting the Factory Inspector to name special deputies 
upon the application of a recognized labor organization (Jan. 


17). 


By Senator Marshall—Providing for the use of a special 
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cork for bottles containing poisonous substances (Jan. 22). 
By Senator Audett—Striking out the provision of the penal 
code prohibiting the manufacture of soda water from liquid 
carbonic acid gas in premises occupied wholly or in part for 
dwelling purposes (Jan. 22). 

A general discussion followed the reading of Mr. Hitch- 
cock’s report, which was participated in by A. C. Searles, 
J. M. Tobin, Felix Hirseman and W. C. Alpers, among others. 
With regard to the Anti-Soda Water Law, the sentiment was 
unanimous in favor of continuing the work for the repeal of 
the obnoxious provision of the law. 

The debate on the amendment to the Pharmacy Law came 
up under the head of new business, but previous to this the 
report of the Legislative Committee was adopted as a whole. 

Various other routine business was then transacted, in- 
cluding reports by the committees on Finance and Trade In- 
terests. The last named submitted the most recent circular 
of the Pharmacists’ Mfg. Company, advertising that concern; 
also a communication from the New York Board of Trade and 
Transportation, asking for the appointment of a committee 
of three members to represent the Manhattan Pharmaceutical 
Association on the joint committee on commercial bodies, 
which is urging Congress to appropriate funds for the erec- 
tion of a new post office. The request was granted, and a com- 
mittee appointed, composed of J. M. Pringle, George HB. 
Schweinfurth and Charles H. White. It was at this point 
that Secretary Swann read the letter from Thomas V. Wooten, 
secretary of the N. A. R. D., in which request was made for 
the payment of membership dues in the N. A. R. D., with the 
results noted in the opening paragraph of this report. The 
action taken by the Manhattan Association leaves the national 
organization without a representative by membership in the 
old city of New York. 


MANHATTAN VOTES TO GIVE THE FRANCHISE TO ALL 
PHARMACISTS. 


LICENSED 


Opening under the head of new business, that portion of 
the report of the Committee on Legislation relating to the Hill 
amendment to the Pharmacy Law was brought up for discus- 
sion. A. C. Searles leading off with a rehearsal of the various 
steps which had ended in the passage of the present law. He 
closed by expressing the hope that the law would be further 
amended by allowing every licensed pharmacist in the Eastern 
Branch the privilege of voting for members of the board, as 
obtains in the other two branches. Dr. George C. Diekman, of 
the Board of Pharmacy, called attention to the disparity of 
representation as regards the various sections. He instanced 
the fact that the Western Section with a census of only 400 
pharmacists had a representation of five members on the board, 
while the Eastern Section with a census of 3,000 was only en- 
titled to the same representation, five members. He consid- 
ered that the law should be changed to remedy this condition, 
and afford a more adequate representation to the more thickly 
populated portions of the State, as is done in the case of repre- 
sentation in the Legislature. Mr. Hirseman said it would be 
unwise to attempt to secure any additional amendments to the 
law at present. John M. Tobin, who is ever a valiant cham- 
pion of the rights of the individual, here expressed his opin- 
ion that the franchise should be thrown open to every licensed 
pharmacist and druggist in the Eastern Section, irrespective 
of his affiliation with any organization. This was opposed by 
W. C. Alpers, who said that nothing had ever been accom- 
plished for the advancement of any good cause by the mob, a 
reference which was hotly resented by Mr. Tobin as a slur on 
the great body of pharmisists not identified with organizations, 
and his ruffled feelings were not smoothed over until Mr. Alp- 
ers explained that he meant the reference in a general and not 
a specific sense. Rueben R. Smith called attention to the fact 
that the representatives of the several associations had met 
and agreed on the necessity for certain definite changes in the 
Pharmacy law, and he feared that any attempt to introduce 
additional changes now would only defeat the passage of the 
bill now before the Legislature. A. Bakst, of the New York 
Retail Druggists’ Association, suggested that the Legislative 
Committee concentrate its efforts on the elimination of the 
words “New York State Pharmaceutical Association ” in the 
Hill amendment; or else secure the incorporation of a clause 
providing that members of the New York State Phamaceutical 
Association participating in the election shall be licensed phar- 
macists. It was brought out in the course of the discussion 
that the holding of a certificate as a licensed pharmacist is net 
a prerequisite for membership in the New York State Phar- 
maceutical Association. 


MR. TOBIN GAINS HIS POINT. 


J. M. Tobin offered an amendment, which he asked Mr. 
Bakst to accept, providing that ali licensed pharmacists or 
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druggists in the Eastern Section be entitled to vote for a mem- 
ber of the Board of Pharmacy. The amendment was accepted 
by Mr. Bakst. An amehdment to this, which then became the 
original motion, was proposed by Mr. Searles, instructing the 
Legislative Committee to take steps to carry out the spirit of 
the motion, and adding as a rider that the provision in the 
present law dividing the Eastern Section into two imaginary 
districts, as New York and Brooklyn, be stricken out, and that 
there be but one meeting place for the Eastern Branch, and 
one election for members. A division of the question was 
called for by Mr. Alpers, and the motion as finally stated was 
then carried, Mr. Hitchcock being instructed to go before the 
Committee on Public Health of the State Legislature and urge 
the passage of an amendent to the Pharmacy Law in accord- 
ance With the action taken. 


TO GET CLOSER TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 


A communication was read from Prof. C. S. N. Hallberg, of 
Chicago, urging upon local associations of pharmacists the de- 
sirability of getting into closer touch with the local medical so- 
cieties, and he suggested the appointment of a committee of 
three to co-operate with the Section on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics of the State Medical Society. Mr. Alpers, who 
read the communication, on the suggestion of the chair, made a 
motion for the appointment of such a committee, and on this 
were appointed W. C. Alpers, George C. Diekman, M.D., and 
F. O. Collins. 

After the transaction of sundry other routine business the 
meeting at 11.20 p.m. adjourned. 





WHOLESALE PROSECUTION IN PHILADELPHIA 





Sixty Warrants Out for Druggists Who Have Transgressed the 
Pharmacy Law— Four Cases Already Tried and Others Will 
Soon Be Brought Up. 





Philadelphia, January 22.—The State Pharmaceutical Ex- 
amining Board is again at work stirring up the druggists in 
this city, who they claim have not lived up to the pharmacy 
laws. It is said warrants are out for sixty druggists charged 
With selling medicines or preparing prescriptions illegally. 
The membevzs of the board say there are a vast number of per- 
sons in this city and State who have hired certificates or have 
engaged unregistered managers to run the drug store. 

The cases of four druggists of this city were brought up 
for a hearing February 22. They were George Solonimski, of 
Seventh and Pine streets; Dr. F. W. Friedman, of Wash- 
ington and Passyunk avenues; Dr. Joseph Cummings, of 401 
South Third street, and Dr. W. H. Long, who resides at 4657 
Lancaster avenue, but is said to be the proprietor of a drug 
store at Thirteenth and Fitzwater streets. The testimony heard 
in the case of Solonimski revealed the fact that he ran his es- 
tablishments at Seventh and Pine streets under a certificate 
rented from another party. To the charge he pleaded guilty 
and was held under $400 bail for court. 

Dr. Wm. Henry Long, who, it is said, has a certificate, but 
ran a drug store at Thirteenth and Fitzwater streets, was 
next brought to the stand. Dr. Long said he once owned the 
pharmacy, but three years ago sold out. He declared he must 
have left his certificate there, which the present proprietor, 
A. H. Young, was using. The latter, in a signed paper to the 
agent, denies owning the drug store, but claims Dr. Long was 
the proprietor, and as his practice as a physician on Lancaster 
avenue was so great, he had an assistant and manager to con- 
duct the business. The defence of Dr. Long was so weak, in 
the mind of the magistrate, that he was held under $400 for a 
further hearing. Dr. Joseph Cummings, who has been a drug- 
gist at the southeast corner of Third and Pine streets for the 
past thirty years, was next called to answer a charge of sell- 
ing poisons and preparing prescriptions without a certificate. 
Dr. Cummings said that when he went in business, in 1892, 
he was given no certificate, although he had graduated and 
been accepted by the State Board. Mr. George, secretary of 
the Pharmaceutical Board, declared that since then certificates 
had been issued to every druggist in the State. Mrs. Clara 
Cheese testified that she purchased medicine in the store from 
a Joseph Cassidy, who, it is alleged, is an unqualified clerk. 
Dr. Cummings was held under similar bail. The case of Dr. 
F. W. Friedman was deferred. Besides a charge of selling 
goods without a certificate, it is said a complaint of assault 
and battery will be brought against Dr. Friedman. 





THE M’KINLEY MEMORIAL. 


Geo. J. Seabury, as chairman, has announced the following 
sub-committee on the McKinley memorial, composed of rep- 
sentatives of the drug trade, manufacturing chemists, whole- 
sale druggists, manufacturing pharmacists, importers of drugs 
and chemicals, manufacturing druggists, druggists’ glassware, 
perfumers and soap makers, proprietary medicines, surgical 
instruments, oils and varnishes, and all branches contiguous 
thereto, in the metropolis, allied professional and educational 
institutions included: 


Wm. O. Allison, Robt. I’. Amend, John Anderson, W. H. Andrews, 
Henry Allen, A. F. Braidich, M. J. Breitenbach, Wm. Brookfield, Sam’! 
W. Bowne, C. O. Bigelow, Thos. P. Cook, Bowles Colgate, Sturgis Cof- 
tin, I. S, Coffin, F. W. Devoe, Chas. F. Chandler, Henry Dalley, B. W. 
Fitch, H. N. Fraser, O. J. Griffin, David DB. Green, Sr., Geo. R. Hillier, 
Geo. M. Olcott, Theo. Weicker, Albert Plaut, EB. H. Hammer, J. L. Hop- 
kins, James B. Horner, S. V. V. Huntington, D. O. Haynes, H. G. Jar- 
rett, Darwin R. James, A. H. Kennedy. Whitney Lyon H. C. Lovis, 
W. B. Lucas, Walter Longman | i Lersner, Jos. MacDonald, ai, . 
John McKesson, Henry Merz, W. 8. Mersereau, Geo. A. Meyer, Geo. 
Merck, B. L. Molineaux, Thos. F. Main, James L. pores Hy. Cc 
Valentine, R. W. Phair, James Webb, Chas. Pfizer, Jr., H. Polhemus, 
C. H. Patrick, A. L. Phillips, Solon Palmer, Fred. Perry, J. J. Riker, J. 
Jackson Riker, F. A. Richardson, B. A. Reynolds, A. B. Rogers, Charles 
B. Rutherford, R. P. Rowe, F. M. Robinson, W. P. Ritchey, A.A, Still- 
well, J. H. Stallman, W. D. Faris, C. G. Stone, A. H. Tatum, James 
— J. E. Velsor, Seaver J. Page, Timothy L. Woodruff, Wm. 
Zinsser. 


Each special industry of sufficient prominence will be rep- 
resented by a collector, who will be furnished, on application 
to the treasurer, with circulars, stationery, subscription blanks 
and lists. If of sufficient number the Memorial Association, 
through the treasurer, on being furnished with names, will 
address the same and affix stamps without charge. In fact, 
all labor and materials consumed in this most acceptable task 
will be furnished gratuitously by the New York City Memorial 
Committee. 

All remittances to this fund should be made payable to 
Isaac V. Hillier, treasurer, 100 William street, New York, 
who will send receipt; and a final souvenir receipt, when 
printed, will be sent by the National Committee. 

Mr. Seabury states that ‘‘ the question which confused the 
people a few weeks ago has been amicably settled between the 
Government and the National Memorial Committee. Congress 
will appropriate funds for the Washington arch, and the na- 
tion in a popular subscription will complete the McKinley 
memorial at Canton, Ohio (of which we are an integral part). 
as a tribute to his memory. 

“We are sanguine of obtaining satisfactory contributions 
in our section toward erecting the McKinley National Me- 
morial, as an expression of our affection for him, as a citizen 
and President; one who will live in the minds of the present 
and future generations as a grand example of American man- 
hood, animated, as he was, by the loftiest of human principles 
and sentiments, and of unsurpassed patriotism.” 





The Proposed Poison Law for Washington. 


Manufacturers of proprietary medicines generally are deep- 
ly interested in the proposed legislation which Dr. W. C. Wood- 
ward, the health officer of the District of Columbia, has pro- 
posed for regulating the sale of poisonous drugs in Washing- 
ton. A draft of the bill has been prepared and is to be pre- 
sented to Congress. 

The bill provides restrictions for the sale of the following 
drugs: 


Schedule A.—Aconite, arsenic and its preparations, carWolic acid, 
corrosive sublimate white precipitate, red precipitate, biniodide of 
mercury, cyanide ot potassium, hydrocyanic acid, chloroform, chloral 
hydrate, poisonous vegetable alkaloids and their salts, essential oil of 
bitter almonds, opium and its preparations, except paregoric when sold 
in quantities of not more than one ounce. 

chedule B.—Belladonna, colchicum, conium, nux vomica, henbane. 
savin, ergot, cotton root, cantharides, creosote, digitalis and their phar- 
pm agree | preparations, croton oil, sulphate of zinc, mineral acids and 
oxalic acid. 


The rules governing the sale of poisons mentioned in the 
schedules are: 

“No druggist shall retail any preparation in quantity con- 
taining a toxic adult dose of any such poison without first, in 
the case of poisons, plainly and legibly labeling the bottle, box 
or paper containing the same, with the popular name of such 
poison, and in the case of poisons and of substances and com- 
pounds aforesaid labeling the bottle, box or paper containing 
the same with the word ‘ poison,’ an intelligent statement of 
the treatment of poisoning thereby, the name of the owner of 
the pharmacy and the address of the place where sold. Nor 
unless the person to whom the same is to be delivered be per- 
sonally known to the pharmacist or person making the delivery 
to be more than sixteen years of age, and upon due inquiry 
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found to be aware of the poisonous character of the poison, 
compound or substance which he is about to receive, and rep- 
resent that it is to be used for a legitimate purpose.” 

Besides these schedules there are other items relative to mak- 
ing a druggist keep a record of all poisons he sells, and making 
it unlawful for any person to compound or dispense more than 
one prescription containing opium or its preparations or de- 
rivatives, cocaine or its salts, or chloral, when such preparation 
has written or printed on its face not to be repeated. The part 
in the bill relative to affixing the word “ poison” to all boxes 
or bottles of any preparation sold in quantities containing a 
toxic adult dose of any such poison is the one that hits the 
proprietary manufacturer, and, while the bill in its present 
shape only applies to Washington, it is thought that, if 
Congress should take it up, a bill would be introduced of gen- 
eral application so far as it is possible for Congress to act in 
this direction. ; 

The Legislative Committee of the N. W. D. A. has taken 
the matter up and it is believed a successful fight will be made 
to prevent any legislation of this kind. It is contended by the 
manufacturers of proprietary medicines that such a law would 
drive them out of business, for to put the word “ Poison” on 
their preparations would stop the sale, and there would be no 
demand for goods that now have a ready market. M. N. Kline, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee of the N. W. D. A., 
went to Washington on January 21 and he began an investiga- 
tion of the matter. It is said the local druggists will unite in 
an effort to kill any legislation of this character. 





New Patent Medicine Ordinance. 


The District Commissioners of Washington, D. C., have 
decided to put a stop to the promiscuous distribution of sam- 
ples of patent medicine in the vestibules and doorways of 
private buildings, dwellings, etc., and are preparing for 
adoption two health regulations, which it is believed will 
effectively cover the case. The proposed regulations are as 
follows: 

“Section 9. No person shall throw, cast, deposit, drop, 
seatter or leave, or cause to be thrown, cast, deposited, 
dropped, scattered or left upon any public highway or place 
in the District of Columbia, any medicinal or toxic substance, 
either in package or in bulk, except officers, employees and 
agents of the United States or the District of Columbia, dis- 
tributing such material for the purpose of disinfecting or 
cleansing. Any person violating the provisions of this sec- 
tion shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine 
of not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars for 
each and every such offense.” 

Section 10 provides that the medicinal or toxic substances 
must not be left “in or upon any premises in the District of 
Columbia, without the consent of the owner or occupant of 
said premises, except officers, employees or agents of the 
District of Columbia.” 





Claim for Drawback Disallowed. 


The Comptroller of the Treasury at Washington has pre- 
sented an opinion on a claim of McKesson & Robbins, of 
New York, for drawback of the internal revenue tax paid on 
medicinal proprietary articles shipped to Manila on April 23, 
1901. The claim is made under the War Revenue Act, which 
provides that “there shall be an allowance of drawback on 
articles mentioned in schedule ‘B’ of this act, on which any 
internal revenue tax shall have been paid, equal in amount 
to the stamp tax paid thereon, and no more, when exported,” 
ete. The Commissioner of Internal Revenue allowed the 
claim, but the Auditor held it up on the ground that the 
drawback privilege extends only to articles mentioned in 
schedule “ B” when exported to a country without the juris- 
diction of the United States, whereas the Supreme Court has 
decided in the “ Fourteen Diamond Ring Case” that the 
Philippine Islands are domestic territory. The Comptroller 
approved the Auditor’s decision. 





Searle & Hereth Win in the Warner Trade-Mark Suit. 


Chicago, January 21.—The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
to-day handed down a decision in the case of W. R. Warner & 
Co. vs. Searle & Hereth, dissolving the injunction which had 
been granted, and allowing the defendants to continue the use 
of the name pancropepsin, which had been claimed by Warner 
& Co. to be an infringement on their trade-mark. 














THE HEARING ON THE PHARMACY LAW 
AMENDMENT. 


The Manhattan Association Fights for a Widening of the Fran- 
chise—Kings County Representatives would Restrict Suffrage— 
Mr. Muir Against Granting Traveling Salesmen the Right to Vote- 


1 








- There was au interesting hearing on Wednesday, January 
22, at Albany, before the Public Health Committee on the 
amendment to the State Pharmacy Law, which had been in- 
troduced by Senator Henry W. Hill, of Erie County, providing 
that the right to vote for officers for the Eastern Section of the 
State Board of Pharmacy should be granted only to members 
of local pharmaceutical associations wherein the prerequisite 
for membership is the holding of a certificate as a licensed 
pharmacist or druggist. 

The various pharmaceutical societies and bodies were repre- 
sented at the hearing as follows: 

New York State Board of Pharmacy—Warren L. Bradt, Al- 
bany. 

New York State Pharmaceutical 
Michaelis, Albany. 

Deutscher Apotheker Verein—George Kleinau. 

Kings County Pharmaceutical Society and New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association—Wm. Muir. 

Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association—A. C. Searles and 
George H. Hitchcock. 

Retail Druggists’ Association of New York—Joseph Wein- 
stein and Messrs. Bakst, Diamond, and Bernstein. 

Messrs. Searles and Hitchcock led off in opposition to the 
Hill amendment. As members of the Legislative Committee 
of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association they reported 
the action of that society on January 20 in urging that the bill 
be amended so that the franchise be granted to all licensed 
pharmacists in the Eastern Section, irrespective of their affilia- 
tion with any organization. 

In urging this plan Mr. Hitchcock stated that it would only 
be acting in conformity with the rules affecting the other sec- 
tions of the State. If all the pharmacists of the Middle and 
Western Section could select and vote for one of their number 
there was no reason why New York and its vicinity should not 
be accorded equal privileges. 

Mr. Searles offered a substitute to the amendment pro- 
viding that there should be but one election for the Board— 
that it take place in New York City, and that all the registered 
pharmacists of the Section have the right of franchise. 

Wm. Muir next spoke in favor of the Hill amendment, and 
in opposition to that section of the proposed measure which 
gives the franchise to all members of the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association. To obviate the objectionable fea- 
ture, Mr. Muir offered as an amendment to Senator Hill’s 
amendment the insertion after the words, “ And a member of 
the New York State Pharmaceutical Association,” of the clause, 
“ Provided he is a registered pharmacist or druggist.” 

Mr. Muir held that members of the State association, not 
pharmacists, were not in position to vote intelligently upon 
the pharmaceutical qualifications of the men likely to be named 
for elevation to the board. Many of the members were travel- 
ing men qualified to a¢t intelligently on any question, and yet 
their voting strength might outweigh that of the working 
pharmacists who were really more affected by thé personnel 
of the board. In other words, traveling salesmen for wholesale 
houses, in no way or but little affected by the actions of the 
Board of Pharmacy, could by acting in unison prevent the re- 
tail pharmasist from seating his candidate in the board. 

In connection with the provision that the franchise power 
should only be given to members of pharmaceutical organiza- 
tions, Mr. Muir stated that there could be no question as to the 
common sense of such a provision. It would stimulate the 
present organizations, and bring others into existence, and he 
doubted whether any one in the drug business disbelieved in 
organizations as such. 

As for the point made by the Manhattan Association mem- 
bers that the franchise should be granted alike to all phar- 
macists, whether members of an association or not, it should 
be remembered that the conditions in rural districts were 
not at all to be compared to those in the cities. In the country 
everybody knew everybody else, and if a man were recom- 
mended for office his fellow pharmacists knew all about him. 

In a big city like New York this was not the case. A man 
could attain prominence in his chosen profession, be recognized 
as an able man and one well fitted to pass upon vital ques- 
tions, and yet be unknown to hundreds of druggists who were 
not members of associations and did not keep up to times in 
other ways. If he were a member of an association he would 
be more liable to be informed as te what was going on. 


Association—Prof, G. 
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Mr. Muir argued that uniformity of action all over the 
State was not sought. He recognized that the Pharmacy Law 
eveb with the passage of the proposed amendments, would 
not be a perfect measure. ‘The question of a voting place had 
never been satisfactorily settled. Sometimes the election was 
held at one end of the State, where druggists at the other end 
could not vote because of the expense of traveling. Still, the 
present law was better than the last, and by continually im- 
proving it, there might come a time when it would reach the 
ideal. 

The Brooklyn member was followed by Prof. Michaelis, 
who indorsed his statements, and by Messrs. Kleinau, Wein- 
stein, Bakst and Bernstein, all of whom, in brief addresses, 
showed that they held the same views as Mr. Muir had elo- 
quently expressed. 

It was held by the latter speakers that if a pharmacist did 
not evince interest enough in his business and profession to 
become a member in one of the many pharmaceutical associa- 
tions by the payment of a nominal fee, such as $2 a year, he 
was hardly to be adjudged entitled to the right of a vote for 
the board membership. : 

Senator Henry W. Hill, the introducer of the amendment, 
closed the debate. He stated that he was perfectly willing 
to accept Mr. Muir’s proposed amendments, and that he be- 
lieved the measure would pass as it stood. He believed with 
Mr. Muir that only registered pharmacists should be entitled 
to a vote. 

Letters were also read from the Greater New York Associa- 
tion favoring the passage of the bill with Senator Hill’s amend- 
ment. 





Meeting of the Kings CountyPharmaceutical Society 


The Kings County Pharmaceutical Society held the first 
meeting of the year on January 14, in the lecture room of the 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, 329 Franklin avenue. 

The attendance was unusually large. President Oscar C. 
Kleine, jr., called the members to order and Frederic P. Tut- 
hill acted as secretary. After routine business these new 
members were elected: George W. Conklin, 1073 Bedford 
avenue; H. L. Gaige Dalrymple, 98 Court street; Henry R. 
Loehr, 605 Evergreen avenue; ‘Peter Ullrich, 64 Grand street, 
and Gottlieb P. Essig, 764 DeKalb avenue. 

Six applications for membership were received and referred. 
They were Arnold W. N. Brandenberg, New Dorp, Staten 
Island; Fernando .E. V. Brandenberg, 302 Clinton street; 
Charles A. Cannon, 195 Main street, Astoria, L. I.; Louis J. 
Jacoby, 33 Avenue B, Manhattan; Henry B. Lentz,.1093 Han- 
cock street, and Nicholas McDonald, Bay Shore, L. I. 

Dr. Peter W. Ray, treasurer, reported that there was a 
balance of $284.13 in the society’s treasury, and $7,307.69 in the 
college treasury. 

Wm. Muir, as chairman of the Legislation Committee, sub- 
mitted a report relative to a conference held by the Legislation 
committees of the various pharmaceutical societies in this 
State. It was decided that steps should be taken looking to a 
revision of the constitution of the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association in order to provide that only licensed 
pharmacists and druggists should have a voice in the annual 
election of the association. 

On motion of Dr. Ray the Legislation Committee was in- 
structed te do all in its power to have repealed the law rela- 
tive to the manufacture of carbonated waters in premises 
occupied in part as dwelling houses. 





Annual Meeting of the Drug Trade Section. 


The annual meeting of the Drug Trade Section of the New 
York Board of Trade and Transportation was held on Janu- 
ary 16. A protest against the new classification and rate 
schedule recently issued by the New York board of Fire Un- 
derwriters was adopted unanimously. The special committee 
appointed to investigate the subject reported that extensive 
adulteration of the essential oils used in the manufacture of 
confectionery and flavoring was being practiced in this city. 
Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: 

Chairman, Jesse L. Hopkins, of J. L. Hopkins & Co.; vice- 
chairman, Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink; treasurer, William 
D. Faris, of H. J. Baker & Brother; secretary, William F. Mc- 
Connell; director representing the Drug Trade Section in the 
New York Board of Trade and Transportation, Jesse L. Hop- 
kins. 

Executive Committee: Edward W. Fitch, of Parke, Davis 
& Co.; Thomas F. Main, of Tarrant & Co.; William S. Mer- 
sereau, of Schieffelin & Co.; Joseph A. Velsor, of Peek & Vel- 
sor: Johh Afiders6n, of Charles Pfizer & Co. 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 55 
GREATER NEW YORK. 


Albert Plaut, head of the firm of Lehn & Fink, is winter- 
ing in the South. When last heard from he was at Palm 
Beach, Fla., en route to Cuba. 


A jury before Justice Fitzgerald, in the Supreme Court, on 
January 16, gave a verdict of $6,639.65 against the city in favor 
of Prof. Rudolph Witthaus, the chemical expert in the trial of 
Roland B. Molineux. 


John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City, widely known as a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of the N. A. R. D., is extend- 
ing his business in various directions and has recently opened 
a second store at 601 Grove street. 


Louis I. Cherey, dealer in druggists’ sundries at 159 Bowery, 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy, with liabilities $5644 and 
no assets. An involuntary petition in bankruptcy was filed 
against Mr. Cherey individually by three creditors, January 3. 


Max Montesi, proprietor of the pharmacy at First avenue 
and East Fifty-seventh street, was badly burned by an ex- 
plosion of chemicals in his store on January 17. The explosion 
also caused a fire that cost $1,000. The drug store was 
wrecked, 


J. A. Carpentier, who until lately was proprietor of a phar- 
macy at 2284 Highth avenue and who failed in business, has 
been mentally unbalanced by his troubles. He was examined 
by a magistrate a few weeks ago and committed to Bellevue 
Hospital. 


S. W. Bowne, of Scott & Bowne; Edward B. Amend, of Eimer 
& Amend, and Prof. C. F. Chandler, president of the New York 
College of Pharmacy, are among the members of the con- 
mittee appointed by Mayor Low to receive Prince Henry of 
Prussia, on the occasion of his visit to this city. 


M. W. Lauer, of Magnus & Lauer, the well-known dealers 
in essential oils, has just returned from a three months’ busi- 
ness and pleasure trip, during which he visited London and 
the principal Continental cities, going as far south as Messina, 
Sicily, the center of the Messina essence district. 


J. C. Eliel, of the Lyman-Eliel Drug Company, Minneapolis, 
spent a few days in New York last week while booking his 
passage for Europe on one of the big liners. He visited many 
of his acquaintances in the drug market during his stay. He 
goes to Europe to obtain much needed rest and recreation. 


M. Rafter, for many years manager of IF. Bagoe’s phar 
macy at 423 Fourth avenue, and who is widely and favorably 
known in the district, has entered business for himself by 
purchasing the old established pharmacy of F. W. Kinsman 
& Co. at 343 Fourth avenue. His many friends wish him suc- 
cess in the undertaking. 


The business of the late J. E. Brannigan, at 161 Amsterdam 
avenue, is being looked after by Thomas Brannigan, a brother 
of the deceased, who is well fitted by training and experience 
for this work. He is not a graduate of pharmacy, but has 
taken up the study of pharmacy, confining himself meanwhile 
to the financial end of the business. 


The drug store and postal sub-station of Karl F. Behrens 
& Co., at 97 Sands street, Brooklyn, was entered by burglars 
recently and fourteen boxes of cigars, a lot of postage stamps 
and $5 in cash stolen. As this is the second or third visit 
within a few months, Mr. Behrens is taking extra precautions 
to see that the next raid is an unprofitable one. ° 


George J. Seabury has received notice of his election to the 
chairmanship of the Literary Committee of the American Pro- 
tective Tariff League. The election was made at the meeting 
of the Board of Managers, on Thursday, January 16. Mr. Sea- 
bury has been granted the unusual privilege of naming the 
rest of the members of this important national committee. 


The serving of hot drinks at the drug store of Reid, Yeo- 
mans & Cubit, 140 Nassau street, was interrupted for a few 
days recently. Late one afternoon the steam trap which 
generates the hot water for the soda fountain exploded, shiver- 
ing the plate glass window of the store and cracking the Ten- 
nessee marble counter. The damage was estimated at $350. 


When it was first proposed to hold the annual meeting of 
the N. W. D. A. at Monterey, Cal., grave misgivings were ex- 
pressed as to the ability of the members in the East to be 
absent from their business for the length of time that travel 
covering so great a distance would entail; but wholesalers in 
the East think lightly of such trips, an instance in point being 
the departure last week of Charles Hubbard, of Charles Hub- 
bard, Son & Co., Syracuse, accompanied by his wife and 
daughter, for a vacation stay of two months in California. 
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Seabury & Johnson’s team are keeping up their fine work 
in the wholesale drug trade tournament, and they won two 
more games on the 18th inst. from Dodge & Olcott and Colgate 
& Co. Ruddiman, the anchor of the D. & O. team, made a 
splendid effort to pull his men out of the rut of defeat, but 
his best efforts failed to bring a victory in either of their two 
games. He rolled 208 pins in the first game against Seabury 
& Jobnson, and 161 in the second against Colgate & Co., but 
neither time could his men bring their total up to the required 
800 mark, and a double defeat was the result. 


Leopold Hoff, of Hamburg, the original introducer of the 
Hoff malt extract into the United States, is in this city on a 
visit. Mr. Hoff is a thorough cosmopolite. He lived in the 
United States for three years when he first introduced malt 
extract here in 1866, and later resided for several years in Paris. 
He has traveled round the world and all over Europe, and now 
has settled down as a gentleman farmer near Hamburg, where 
he can drive into the city to look after his malt extract busi- 
ness and get back to his rural life within a couple of hours. 
Mr. Hoff is as full of energy and enthusiasm as is his son, 
who is now just 24 years of age. He expects to spend several 
weeks in the United States. 


The annual meeting of the Bayonne (N. J.) Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation was held on January 16, and these officers elected for 
the following year: President, Charles H. Landell; vice-presi- 
dent, N. Cadmus; secretary, M. Strauss; treasurer, William 
Whitehead. Beyond the election of officers only routine busi- 
ness was transacted. Mr. Landell, who was chosen president, 
was recently elected, at the meeting of the directors and stock- 
holders of the Greenville Banking & Trust Company, a mem- 
ber of the Auditing Committee. He has been in business 
many years at Avenue D and Thirty-second street, and is well 
known and popular. He is the president of the Central Bay- 
onne Land Improvement Company. 


The interesting personality of George W. Busteed, the re- 
tired veteran pharmacist, was called to the attention of the 
general public a week or two ago when a general alarm was 
sent out by the police, at the instance of his son-in-law, to the 
effect that he was missing from his home, 15 East 128th street. 
It appears that he left there early in the afternoon for a call 
on an old friend, and when he did not return for dinner in 
the evening the matter was reported. Several hours later he 
turned up at the house safe and sound and explained that he 
had taken a southbound instead of a northbound car. The 
doctor is 80 years old and was one of the best known phar- 
macists in the city. For many years he had a drug store at 
Third avenue and Twenty-third street. During the cholera 
epidemic in 1849, he made “The Sun Cholera Cure,” which 
was used as a standard medicine all over the country. It was 
adopted into many medical and pharmaceutical works of ref- 
erence and was generally approved and valued. The formula 
is given in the National Formulary. 


Lehn & Fink’s new wholesale drug establishment, at 120 
William street, is a constant source of wonderment to out-of- 
town visitors, it is so entirely different from similar establish- 
ments in the drug market. The ground floor is long and nar- 
row, and is furnished with a series of handsome roll top desks 
and similar oftice furniture, the usual boxes and bales of drugs 
being conspicuous by their absence. As one visitor remarked 
to Mr. Lampa the other day, “I was directed to you as a 
wholesale drug house, but this is not the kind of a drug house 
I am used to. I have been accustomed to wade through boxes 
and barrels and bales of drugs before I could reach the office. 
Have I made a mistake? Is this not Lehn & Fink’s?” The 
genial Mr. Lampa assured him that he was in the right place, 
and then asked him to step upstairs, where he surprised the 
visitor by showing him a display of roots, barks, herbs and 
other drugs, mostly in original packages, that for extent could 
scarcely be equaled in the United States. Lehn & Fink occupy 
the entire building. 


DEATH OF CHARLES A. OSMUN 


The intelligence of the death at his home in New York on De- 
cember 29, 1901, of Charles A. Osmun, for many years a member 
of the New York College of Pharmacy and of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association, besides numerous other organiza- 
tions, will come as a shock to many, though it was well 
known that the deceased had not enjoyed good health for 
some months previous to his death. Mr. Osmun was born 
near Hackettstown, N. J., May 17, 1845. He attended school 
there and at Newark, graduating at the High School of New- 
ark when sixteen years old. After leaving school he was ap- 
prenticed to the elder Hegeman, and in the pharmacy at Ninth 
street and Broadway obtained a thorough knowledge of all 
branches of the retail drug business. After nine years’ serv- 
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ice with the firm of Hegeman & Co. he went into business for 
himself, opening the drug store at 13 Seventh avenue, in the 
old Ninth Ward, or Greenwich Village, as the district is still 
sometimes called. He conducted this store successfully almost 
up to the day of his death and succeeded fairly well in a finan- 
cial way, even amid all the vicissitudes which overtook the 
locality; for while the majority of the older residents moved 
away from the district, they still retained an attachment for 
Osmun’s drug store, and Mr. Osmun used to be fond of telling 
how old customers traveled down from Harlem and the Bronx 
to the old Ninth Ward drug store to get their supplies of medi- 
cines. Mr. Osmun was taken sick on August 7 last, and in 
November he was compelled to give up business entirely, 
leaving the store to the care of his wife and a qualified assist- 
ant. He married Miss Susan Shiels in New York City in 1872, 
his wife being herself an old Ninth Warder by both birth and 
ancestry. He is survived by Mrs. Osmun and two daughters. 
Mr. Osmun joined the American Pharmaceutical Association 
in 1868. Besides his membership in the College of Pharmacy, 
he was a member of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion and was one of the founders of the New York Branch of 
the Interstate Druggists’ League, which he served as president. 
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The Board of Pharmacy Busy—Opposition to the Nye Bill— 
Glycerin Tonic as a Beverage. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, January 22.—For some reason the Buffalo druggists 
are doing better than they were through the holiday season, 
and those who complained most then are now saying that they 
are doing quite well. Still there is no prevalent disorder and 
no condition of the weather that explains the improvement 
in business. 


THE BOARD OF PHARMACY. 


The Western Branch of the State Board of Pharmacy has 
been in session most of the time lately, to accommodate the 
druggists of the district, all of whom are required to make re- 
ports of their business during the month. The blanks furnished 
are somewhat puzzling, and it is often necessary to coach the 
people very carefully, and then erasures are quite common. 
Very many of the reports that come in by mail have to be sent 
back for correction. The poison label is left off or there is an 
error somewhere. Some of the reports are very amusing in 
some of their details. One report declares that the store is 
using the 1900 Pharmacopoeia, although it is not yet in the 
hands of the printer. Another has it that the store is provided 
with weights to the 164th part of a grain, and a third has 
nothing less than an ounce. Another has apothecarys’ weights 
from an eighth of a grain to two pounds. It takes a deal of 
straightening out to bring these reports into line, so the board 
prefers to hold open sessions and do it on the spot. 

At the last examingtion held by the Western Branch seven 
candidates for pharmacist’s license and three for druggist’s 
appeared. 

The stores are sending in their registration blanks in a very 
satisfactory manner. Half of the 400 in the Western Division 
reported during the first half of the month. 


MOVING IN OPPOSITION TO THE NYE BILL. 


As the bills affecting the pharmacy law make their ap- 
pearance, the board takes a shy at them, and has already sent 
out invitations to leading druggists in the district to oppose 
the bill introduced by Assemblyman Nye, of Watkins, authoriz- 
ing any physician of long regular practice to conduct a drug 
store without a license. It is stated that the Assemblyman 
has a doctor among his friends who is doing this very thing, 
so when the board got after him the bill was framed to help 
him out. It is threatened that if the bill passes another. 
authorizing a practicing druggist to set up as a doctor under 
certain circumstances will be introduced. 


A GLYCERIN TONIC RECOMMENDATION, 


We are having some sport over a new preparation that a 
Buffalo druggist is sending out. A doctor sent the following 
“recommendation,” apparently unsolicited: ‘The glycerin 
tonic came to-day. We supposed it was sherry and each took 
a drink. B. is full and in bed to sober up. I took a smaller 
drink and am partly sober. I think it is a good thing.” 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


The Alumni Entertainment a Success—New Officers for the Con- 
necticut Valley—Umbrellas at Drug S.ores. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, January 22.—The entertainment given by the As- 
sociation of the Alumni, assisted by the Woman’s Club, at the 
college building on the evening of January 15, was a huge suc- 
cess. It was a combined reception to the trustees, faculty and 
students. The reception was followed by a social, in charge 
of President Simpson. This included music, singing by the col- 
lege quartette, an address by Prof. Scoville, and a literary 
class contest between the senior and junior classes. The paper 
by the senior class was read by Mr. Paddock and that for the 
juniors by Mr. Mott. The judges decided in favor of the 
seniors. Then followed the presentation of a flag to the senior 
class and a cup to the juniors. Refreshments were served and 
this was followed by dancing. 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY DRUGGISTS. 


A meeting of the Connecticut Valley Druggists’ Association 
was held at Greenfield, January 9. About twenty-five mem- 
bers were present. They discussed matters pertaining to prices 
in their section and adopted resolutions against the use of trade 
coupons. The association has in force a price-list on patents, 
and a committee was appointed to arrange a price schedule 
on pharmaceuticals. The following officers were elected: 


President, C. E. Bardwell, of Holyoke; vice-presidents, George . 


D. Clark, of Northampton; C. E. Ball, of Holyoke; Eliot Nash, 
of Greenfield; secretary, F. L. Vaughan, of Springfield; treas- 
urer, Edward Leonard, of Springfield. Executive Committee, 
F. N. Wheeler, of Springfield; L. G. Heinritz, of Holyoke; D. I. 
Keefe, of Springfield; W. A. Coleman, of Northampton; C. J. 
Smith, of Easthampton; C. N. Payne, of Greenfield; J. F. Hood, 
of Turners Falls. Legislative Committee, A. E. Lerche, of 
Springfield; F. B. Wells, of Greenfield; L. S. Davis, of 
Northampton. 


UMBRELLAS AT DRUG STORES. 


Many of the drug stores in this city are interested in an 
umbrella scheme which has just been established by an um- 
brella concern. A great number of stores are used as stations 
at which umbrellas may be left and obtained by patrons of the 
company. The’ concern own the umbrellas, and they are is- 
sued on a check plan to patrons. The company sell the checks 
to customers. 


BOSTON JOTTINGS. 


C. P. Flynn, of South Boston, recently delivered an address 
before the Lauriat Improvement Association, Dorchester. 


The Walker-Rintels Company had a fire in their Summer 
street store January 12. It was due to spontaneous combus- 
tion, and the damage was about $500. 


Chester H. Sweatt, now clerking at the Sumner pharmacy, 
Huntington avenue, will quit the drug business for a time, hav- 
ing accepted a lucrative advertising position in Portland, Me. 


Pharmacist John Cowan, recently on duty at the Charles- 
town navy yard, is sick and has been sent to the Marine Hos- 
pital, Chelsea. He has been in poor health since his return 
from the Philippines and has applied for retirement, but his 
application was rejected. 


J. A. S. Woodrow, Ph.G., who is now with W. C. Durkee, 
Ph.G., Boylston street, is to give a talk to the M. C. P. students 
January 29 on the subject of “Sponges.” This is Mr. Wood- 
row’s hobby, and he can give the boys many valuable points 
and will exhibit a variety of interesting specimens. 


Recently small sums of money have been missed from the 
rooms of the State Board of Pharmacy. A watchman was 
finally detailed to investigate the matter, and he succeeded in 
detecting one of the State House porters in the act of abstract- 
ing more money. An arrest and trial was followed by a sen- 
tence of six months. The thief was recently ordained to the 
Baptist ministry. 


BAY STATE ITEMS. 
James W. Tufts has just shipped a reliable carbonator to 
Rouke & Martin, of Worcester. 


John M. Kelleher is to open a new store in New Bedford. 
He is to fit it with one of James W. Tufts’ fountains. 


Billings & Stover, Harvard square, Cambridge, recently 
— a new fountain and marble counter from James W. 
ufts. 
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The Inauguration of the Tripartite Plan Hanging on the Decision 
of One Firm—A Former Druggist Honored by the King of 
Siam— Wholesale Trade in Prosperous Condition. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, January 22.—The tripartite plan is going 
ahead, and each week the officers who have this matter in 
charge report additional conquests. The plan as applied in 
Chicago, Pittsburg and other Western cities is making good 
headway, and renewed effort is to be made to get the Eastern 
jobbers and retailers in line. In the New England States there 
is more of a disposition shown to unite, but in this city little 
headway has been made. It is said only one large retail drug 
house which has refrained from joining the Retail Drug Asso- 
ciation and abiding by its rules is willing to accept the tri- 
partite plan, and when this is done all the leading houses in 
this city will be a party to it. This house has prevented the 
carrying into effect the plan establishing a higher price for 
proprietary goods, and while the local wholesale houses re- 
fused to fill orders for it, there was no difficulty experienced 
in securing all the goods wanted, as the jobbers of other cities 
readily filled the orders, and in cases of emergency the retail 
dealers helped the house by ordering goods in their names and 
subsequently turning them over to the cut rate store. When 
this house is brought into line, which it is thought will be done 
shortly, a greater effort is to be made to solidify the retail in- 
terest in this city. 


THE WHOLESALE TRADE IN A PROSPEROUS CONDITION. 


The drug business of this city for the past month has showb 
an improvement over the corresponding period of 1901. While 
the city trade has not shown much change, the country and 
distant city trade has grown and the outlook is encouraging. 
The houses that do a Southern and Western. business feel 
greatly encouraged, as their agents are sending in large orders 
daily. Maris & Co., one of the oldest and most progressive 
houses here, have received more orders from their salesmen 
this year than ever before. George M. Smyth, the popular 
representative of this house, is now in the West renewing his 
acquaintanceship and he is meeting with considerable success. 
H. Chambers, the Beau Brummel of the sundry business, is in 
the far South, mingling with the druggists of perpetual sum- 
mer. 


THE WANDERERS HOODUO. 


The “ Wanderers,” who are the bowling representatives of 
out-of-town drug houses, have a hoodoo among the members, 
and until it is caught and relagated to a seat “away back,” 
it is likely that the “ Wanderers” will continue to remain 
near the bottom of the list. Whitall, Tatum & Co.’s team has 
so far made the best showing, although Aschenbach & Miller's 
team is a close second. At this writing it seems as though 
the fight for supremacy will be between these two teams. 
Wampole’s team is sure to win the booby prize, it having lost 
fifteen games straight. 

The following shows the standing of the clubs on Jan- 
uary 20: 


Won. Lost. Per cent. 
We INI ooo oo oo ign dec ectns 14 1 -933 
IIE © 6.4) 56-4) 019's'0 6 wlalowisse d's'a'o' 13 2 .866 
See ERRINEII 5. oi. 0:05.00. 016 54:0 3.0 4.0.08. 10 5 666 . 
MIRE a 5 a os0. 0.0.6 6:60 0 6's. 6.0101 0:4,6:6 0/0) 6° 6 9 .400 
WOAMGGIGID cc cciccecccctovecceccose 6 12 333 
SHOGMIAKEE . 2. ccc ccccccovccoscece 5 10 .333 
WH RTIIOIG 6.066: tc weed awe c enc tains 0 15 -000 


HONORED BY THE KING OF SIAM. 


Dr. Thomas E. Hayes has had‘an unusual honor bestowed 
upon him by the King of Siam in person. The honor bestowed 
was no less than the Royal Order of the White Elephant, 
which is the highest of Siamese orders, and is rarely bestowed 
upon a foreigner. Dr. Hayes was at one time a drug clerk for 
Frank R. Rohrman, the present manager of the Philadelphia 
Drug Company, when he was in the retail drug business at 
the corner of Charles and Read streets, Baltimore, and it was 
while clerking for Mr. Rohrman that Dr. Hayes attended lec- 
tures at the Maryland University, and after graduating at that 
institution, became a medical missionary in Siam. He soon 
opened a retail drug store in Bangkok and latterly entered the 
Siamese navy, where he has attained the rank of surgeon 
major. He has received many honors from the King of Siam 
and is rated as a millionaire. He pays taxes on $600,000 worth 
of property in Chicago alone, and owns some valuable reat 
estate in Baltimore. 
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QUAKER NEWS NOTES, 


H. Randall has sold his store at Eighth and Parrish streets 
to Wertley & Co. 


J. D. McFerran has sold his store at Twelfth and Race 
streets to Mr. Campbell. 


William Van Dyke has opened a new drug store at 311 
Church lane, Germantown. He has named it the “ Wingo- 
hocking Pharmacy.” 


A. H. Bolton, who is connected with a large retail store 
in Germantown, has gone into the druggists’ sundries business 
and has opened an office at 410 Arch street. 


Dr. J. M. Wallis, who for many years owned and operated 
the pharmacy at Lehigh avenue and Thompson street, died 
at his residence in this city on December 30. 


Dr. G. E. Dahis, who owns and operates the pharmacy at 
Forty-ninth and Woodland avenue, has been elected Scribe of 
Oriental Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which is the largest 
Masonic body in the world. 


R. S. Doak, who for many years conducted the drug store 
at Fifteenth and South streets, died on January 20. Mr. Doak 
has for many years been located in the neighborhood and had 
built up a good trade. 


Dr. Reiman, who for many years has conducted the drug 
store at the northwest corner of Fifth and Poplar streets, has 
bought the property on the southwest corner, and he intends 
building a new store. He will tear down the present structure 
and erect a new and modern store. Owing to the tenants hav- 
ing a lease until June, he cannot begin operations until they 
vacate. He has given a contract for the work and it will cost 
upward cf $4,000. 


Schandien & Lind report a steady increase in business. This 
firm moved to their present quarters, 208 North Fourth street, 
early last year. It was then thought that there would be 
ample room, but the business has grown so that it will not be 
long before additional space will have to be secured. Mr. 
Schandien looks after the office business, while Mr. Lind does 
the outside work. Mr. Lind is now in the South and has taken 
a large number of orders for early spring delivery. 


On February 13 and 14 the eighth annual meeting of the 
Manufacturing Perfumers’ Association of the United States 
will take place in New York. The association is in a flourish- 
ing condition, having over 100 members, embracing all the 
principal manufacturing perfumers, together with the manu- 
facturers who seli the perfumes. This meeting, it is said, will 
be an important one, as many questions relative to the per- 
fumery business are to be brought up for discussion. 


At the annual election for officers of the Philadelphia Drug 
Company, Ltd., the following were chosen: President, E. R. 
Gatchel; vice-president, W. McIntyre; treasurer, D. H. Ross; 
secretary, W. F. Stemmitz. The retiring president, Mr. Buck- 
man, read a statement of the affairs of the company, which 
showed the concern to be in fine financial condition, and the 
business done the past year was stated to be much in excess 
of that done in any preceding year. The meeting was large- 
ly attended and the stockholders were jubilant at the showing 
of the annual report. 





Registered in Michigan. 


The Michigan Board of Pharmacy held a meeting at De- 
troit on January 14 and 15. There were 57 applicants present 
for examination—42 for registered pharmacist certificate and 
15 for assistant papers. Fifteen applicants received registered 
pharmacist papers and 9 assistant papers. Following is a list 
of those receiving certificates: 

Registered pharmacists: Miss Dora L. Bodine, Clio; Wm. 
J. Cassidy, Detroit; Alf. J. Carlisle, Detroit; A. C. Deno, Burr 
Oak; M. L. Hoffman, Detroit; C. L. Klingensmith, Prattville; 
J. R. Knorr. Grand Rapids; E. L. La Bocque, St. Ignace; F. 
E. McCain, Detroit; W. L. McKinnon, Port Huron; R. B. Mills, 
Almont; Ray W. Olin, Port Huron; F. 8S. Pierce, Beaverton; 
R. W. Rennie, Detroit; Wm. H. Zentner, Detroit. 

Assistant pharmacists: C. M. Barry, St. Louis; Alf. 
Bourassa, Chatham, Ont.; Geo. Hemmeter, Saginaw, W. S.; 
Del M. Knill, Port Huron; M. E. Pickens, Detroit; Archie 
Peasley, Port Huron; Arthur Royce, Mecosta; James G. Strong, 
Detroit; Chas. W. Ziegler, Saginaw, W. S. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Grand Rapids, 
March 4 and 5, 1902. 
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Drug Clerks’ Crganization Gaining Strength—Many County Asso- 
ciations Affiliated with the N. A. R, D.—An Unusual 
Accident. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, January 20.—The Drug Clerks’ Association of 
Ohio is a very lusty infant organization. Though it is only a 
few months old, the membership is rapidly nearing the 500 
mark, and the ratio of increase, though rapid, is steady and 
certain. The association has been organized with many ob- 
jects in view. The primary object, according to those engaged 
in fostering the organization, is to prevent the employment of 
young men who have had no previous knowledge of the drug 
business, and whose entrance into the business has resulted in 
a general reduction of salaries. The association will endeavor 
to procure employment for its members, and the social and 
intellectual advantages it can offer are expected to aid in in- 
creasing the membership. Another aim of the association will 
be the intellectual and discriminating encouragement of the 
study of pharmacy and the encouragement of pharmaceutical 
organizations leading to a betterment of the science of phar- 
macy. The employment bureau will be the chief feature of 
the association when it is fully developed. The association 
wants to enroll among its members every drug clerk of’ good 
character in the State of Ohio. The line is drawn at 
proprietors of pharmacies, of necessity, but the organizers 
feeling that an injustice would be done the workers in the 
ranks who should in time become employers, instead of em- 
ployees, the association has made provisions for these persons 
in the constitution. The first officers are: Fred. Scheibenzuber, 
president; Clifford J. Tranter, first vice-president; Edward A. 
Ohm, second vice-president; Harry J. Schmuelling, secretary 
and treasurer; William A. Mueller, chief of employment 
bureau. Regular meetings are held twice a month and elec- 
tions of officers semiannually. The annual dues are $3, with 
an initiation fee of $1. 


COUNTY ASSOCIATIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE N, A. R. D. 


The following county associations of Ohio have become 
affiliated with the National Association of Retail Druggists: 
Seneca, Wyandotte, Sandusky, Ottawa, Wood, Champaign, 
Logan, Union, Licking, Knox, Morrow, Jefferson, Harrison, 
Carroll, Tuscarowas, Muskinghum, Coshocton, Belmont, 
Perry, Morgan, and Noble, and more are being organized. 


INJURED BY ACID. 


A peculiar accident occurred in a Fourth street drug store 
last week that may result in a civil action for damages. The 
victim was Hibbenie Hooben, a comedian, who lives at 49 
Plum street. He had called at the store to purchase nitric 
acid, and the clerk in charge removed the bottle from an upper 
shelf and was shaking it violently to loosen the glass stopper, 
when the stopper flew out, and the acid was spattered in the 
face of the customer, who fell shrieking to the floor of the 
store. His face was Vadly burned by the acid, which did not, 
however, reach the eyes, and after his injuries had been tem- 
porarily dressed he was removed to the City Hospital for 
treatment. 

AGAINST SAMPLING PATENT MEDICINES. 


P. A. Mandabach, president of the Ohio Institute of Phar- 
macy, of Columbus, is the author of a bill to prohibit the 
dangerous practice of distributing drugs in the form of sam- 
ples. During the past year 17 accidents and 14 deaths 
have resulted from this method of advertising, in every case 
the victim being a child. The text of the measure follows: 

An act to prohibit the delivery or depositing of drugs, medicines, 
antiseptics, disinfectants and cosmetics either for internal or externa! 
use upon the premises of another. * 

Section I.—Be it enacted by the Gener] Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, That any person who shall, by himself, his servant or agent, or 
as the ant or servant of any other person, leave, throw or deposit, 
or have in his possession with intent to leave, throw or deposit upon 
the doorstep or premises owned or occupied by another, or who shal! 
deliver to any person or any child under fourteen years of age, any 
patent or | wae medicine or any preparation, pill, tablet, powder, 
cosmetic, disinfectant or antiseptic, or any drug or medicine that con- 
tains poison or any ingredient that is deleterious to health, as a sample, 
or in any quantity whatever, for the purpose of advertising, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and sha!! be punished as provided for 
in Section III of this act. 

Sec. 1].—The terms drug, medicine, patent or proprietary medicine, 
pill, tablet, pose, cosmetic, disinfectant or antiseptic, as used in 
this act, shall include all remedies for internal or external use either 
in peckape or bulk, sample, mixed or compounded. 

Sec. 1I1I.—Whoever violates the provisions of Section I of this act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined 
not exceeding one hundred dollars nor less than twenty-five dollars, or 
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imprisoned not exceeding one hundred nor less than thirty days, 
or both, at the discretion of the court, for each and every violation. 

Sec. 1V.—This act shall take effect and be in force 60 days after its 
passage. 


NEWS OF THE TRADE IN CINCINNATI. 


Dr. R. H. Weatherhead, who is one of the most widely 
known druggists in the State, through his big establishment 
at Sixth and Vine streets, in Cincinnati, celebrated his sixtieth 
natal day last week with an elaborate dinner, attended by a 
— number of guests, at his handsome residence in Avon- 

ale. 


F. J. Banta’s chewing gum factory, at Lima, O., was de- 
stroyed by fire January 16. The fire is supposed to have been 
caused by an incendiary, as a man was seen entering the cellar 
with an armful of wood half an hour before the flames broke 
out. The loss is about $30,000. The tirm supplied several large 
wholesale drug houses with different brands of chewing gum. 


The Ohio Valley Chemical Company, of Cincinnati, were 
incorporated at Columbus last week, with a capital stock of 
$10,000, by Ephraim R. Blaine, R. H. Wurlitzer, H. F. Wur- 
litzer, J. E. Thompson and Wm. S. Little. Two of the in- 
corporators are well known advertising men, and the new 
firm will do a mail order and general manufacturing drug 
business. 


The next regular meeting for examinations by the Ohio 
Board of Pharmacy will not be held at Columbus until June 
14 and 15. Application may be received any time before that 
date, but must be on file before June 9. It is believed that there 
will be an extraordinarily large number of applicants this 
year, though the nature of the examinations is steadily be- 
coming more stringent. 


The Stein-Vogeler Wholesale Drug Company have in con- 
templation extensive improvements to their Sixth street ware- 
house and retail department, which will be undertaken in the 
early spring. An option has just been secured on two pieces 
of private residence property, adjoining their building on the 
east, and it is proposed to erect a five-story building, to cost 
$50,000, for which architects are preparing plans. 


The members of the Kentucky State Board of Pharmacy, 
which was in session at Newport, across the river from Cin- 
cinnati, last week, concluded their session at the Burnet 
House, Cincinnati, and announced that the next meeting would 
be held in Louisville in April. Among the most prominent 
members in attendance were Addison Dimmitt, of Louisville; 
J. W. Gale, of Frankfort, and John E. Storms, of Lexington. 


John G. Fratz, a well-known druggist, at Kenyen avenue 
and Baymiller street, is defendant in a civil suit brought by 
his sister, Marie H. Fratz, who charges that he has failed to 
properly account to her, as guardian, for the estate left by 
her father, a pioneer druggist. Miss Fratz charges that ac- 
cording to his last report, the form of assets has changed, and 
that he had not on hand $3,288.83, as the report shows. She 
asks for an opening of the account and judgment. 


John Keeshan, said to be the oldest druggist in Cincinnati, 
who was recently compelled to abandon his old location at 
Sixth and Walnut streets for smaller quarters in the same 
neighborhood, has confessed judgment for $440 in favor of 
the Wolff estate and Daniel Wolff, owner of his store, for un- 
paid rent. Mr. Keeshan’s attorneys assert that the confession 
of judgment does not mean that he is insolvent by any means, 
but is merely made as a matter of court record. 


The first business failure of the new year in Cincinnati was 
that of a druggist, Henry Wrede, who was one of the pioneer 
retail apothecaries of the city. For many years he was in 
business at Everett street and Freeman aveiue, and was at 
one time considered wealthy. His business decreased in ratio 
with the development of active competition in the neighbor- 
hood, and he was finally forced to the wall, with assets of 
$1,000 and the amount of his debts not appraised. 


George W. Gale, the druggist, at Fifth and Sycamore 
streets, had an unusual experience with a thief last week. 
For weeks Gale has suffered from systematic visits by the 
thief, who took small sums of money and inexpensive drugs 
and sundries. Several traps neatly set failed of their purpose, 
and finally Gale determined to establish a personal watch. It 
was about midnight when he saw the front door open, the 
thief admitting himself with a duplicate key. he man went 
at once to the money drawer and Gale promptly grappled with 
him, at the same time recognizing his visitor as the son of a 
wealthy and respectable suburban family. A hand-to-hand 
fight followed, but the man finally broke loose, before the ar- 
rival of a policennan for whom Gale had telephoned as soon as 
he heard the man fumbling at the door, and escaped. Because 
of the man’s family Mr. Gale decided not to press the matter 
any further, satisfied that the thefts would not continue. 
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MICHIGAN. 


Officers of Parke, Davis & Co. Re-elected—The Retailers Elect 
Officers—A Bottle of Prof. Novy’s New Germicide Explodes. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Detroit, January 20.—Once again the men who are con- 
ducting the great drug firm of Parke, Davis & Co. have met 
and elected officers for another year. The reports at this an- 
nual meeting showed that the concern were in excellent con- 
dition, and more improvements to the already extensive plant 
are being considered. 

The following is the list of officers: ‘Theodore D. Buhl, pres- 
ident; David C. Whitney, vice-president; William M. Warren, 
general manager; Henry A. Wetzel, secretary; John H. Smed- 
ley, treasurer. Directors: Truman H. Newberry, E. G. Swift, 
William M. Warren, Theodore D. Buhl, David C. Whitney, 
Henry A. Wetzel, John H. Sinedley. 


A P. D. MARRIAGE. 


There is quite a sprinkling of romance in the engagement 
of Miss Mary Shaughnessy and Leon C. Fink, both of Detroit. 
Mr. Fink is assistant superintendent of Parke, Davis & Co.’s 
plant, secretary of the Board of Control and chief of the com- 
pany’s crack fire brigade. He has been with the company 
for twenty-two years, and it need not be said thut he is a 
popular man. Miss Shaughnessy has been in the employ of 
the company for a long time and has superintended the work 
of 300 girls in the finishing room. An attachment grew up 


* between the young man and woman, and the marriage, which 


will occur shortly, is only the consummation of courtship of 
months—yes, years. 


THE DETROIT RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 


has elected the following officers for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, W. G. Leacock, with Webb, Third avenue; vice-president, 
A. P. Young, with Burke, Grand River avenue; second vice- 
president, F. E. North, with Parke, Davis & Co.; secretary, 
J. P. Toomey, with Diedrich, McDougall avenue; financial sec- 
retary, V. J. Teyhonohy, with Walker, Woodward avenue; 
treasurer, W. J. Longstaff, with Hall, Girswold street. The 
organization is in good condition, both in membership and 
financially. 


PROF. NOVY'S GERMICIDE EXPLOSIVE. 


Pharmacists are interested in the case of Dr. A. R. Me- 
Cracken, of Detroit, who may lose the sight of one eye as the 
result of an explosion of a bottle of Prof. Novy’s recent germi- 
cide discovery. While the doctor was experimenting the bot- 
tle exploded and a piece of glass penetrated one of the doctor’s 
eyes. The surprise is in the fact that it was not believed that 
the drug would explode. 


DRUG CLERKS' ASSOCIATION HAS SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS, 


The Drug’Clerks’ Association of Michigan has been enjoy- 
ing a pleasant series of winter meetings, and the novelty of 
having invited guests from the members of the medical fra- 
ternity has proved a success in every particular. At the last 
meeting Dr. Preston M. Hickey, of 32 West Adams avenue, 
read a splendid paper, his subject being The X-Ray, and his 
illustrations were the best ever shown to the druggists. At 
the present time the clerks are thinking of the annual elec- 
tion of officers, which will be held January 8 in the hall of 
the association, 80 Gratiot avenue. . 


DRUG TRADE ITEMS. 


Arthur H. Webber, of Cadillac, will assume the duties of 
his office as a member of the State Board of Pharmacy on 
New Year’s Day. 


Even though the State Board did pass a bunch of young 
men and a young woman, registered drug clerks are a scarce 
article in Detroit. 

The new scientific laboratory at the plant of Parke, Davis 
& Co. is about completed. Other smaller manufacturing build- 
ings will be erected shortly. 

The drug stock of W. H. Robinson, 1164 West Fort street, 
has been transferred to C. S. Elliott, formerly with D. S. Hal- 
lock, 764 West Fort street. 

Bowling teams are getting to be the proper caper among 
the Detroit druggists and, in the big wholesale houses, a num- 
ber of interesting games have been bowled. 

Since the purchase of the stock of goods and physicians’ 
supplies of the Seeley Pharmaceutical Company by W. H. 
Burke & Co. the firm have been known as the Central Drug 
Company. 
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ILLINOIS. 


A Shorter Hours Movement in Chicago—Women as Physicians— 
Telephone Charges Reduced by Law—A Shake-Up in Phar- 
macy Expected—Officers of the Board of Pharmacy. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, January 20.--Chicago drug clerks are making a 
systematic, businesslike effort to secure shorter hours. They 
are willing to work 140 hours every two weeks, which would 
hardly be calied “‘ shorter” hours in other lines. They have 
secured the co-operation of the Chicago Association of Retail 
Druggists, and it seems likely that the movement will succeed. 
The clerks have started the agitation with the following ob- 
jects in view: 

Maximum amount of work to be 140 hours every two weeks. 

Sleeping back of the store to be prohibited, or else to have 
inspection regarding sanitary conditions provided for. 

Minimum salary scale for assistant and full registered men. 
(Probably $60 for assistants and $75 for R. P’s). 

It is the intention to secure legislation with the foregoing 
ends in view, and committees from the Drug Clerks’ Associa- 
tion and the C. R. D. A. will work together in framing the 
bill which the Assembly will be asked to pass. S. T. Hart and 
Secretary C. A. Ullman, of the clerks’ organization, spoke at 
the last meeting of the C. R. D. A., and the druggists voiced 
no opposition to what they had to say regarding the clerks’ 
needs. It was decided to appoint a committee to act with the 
clerks, and it seems certain that the clerks will finally be suc- 
cessful. In his speech before the druggists Mr. Hart called 
attention to the things which the clerks believed should be 
rectified. He said the clerks were suffering injustice in many 
instances, but that they were anxious to have a satisfactory 
arrangement and united action instead of trying to force a 
bill through the Assembly themselves. Other meetings are to 
take place soon and committees will be appointed, so that it 
seems reasonably certain that action will be taken before long. 


WOMEN AS PHYSICIANS. = 


James H. Raymond, one of the trustees of the Northwest- 
ern University School of Medicine, in explaining the reason 
for the discontinuance of the coeducational feature of that 
school, said: 

“It is impossible to make a doctor of a woman. Women 
cannot grasp the chemical and pharmaceutical work, the in- 
tricacies of surgery, or the minute work of dissecting. At our 
women’s medical department we do not get as high a class of 
scholarship as is set by other colleges in Northwestern Uni- 
versity.” 

Mr. Raymond probably wishes he hadn’t, for there has been 
a perfect flood of indignant protests rained on him by women 
and those interested in the advancement of the “cause of 
woman.” 


A DECISION IN THE TELEPHONE MATTER. 


As a result of the decision of Judge Guley to the effect that 
$125 shall be the maximum charge for telephones, the City 
Council has issued an order to Corporation Council Walker to 
draft an ordinance fixing the charge at this amount. Judge 
Guley held that the amount paid in excess of $125 a year 
could be recovered by the customer. This amounts to about 
$2,000,000. The court granted the prayer for a preliminary 
restraining order preventing the telephone company from col- 
lecting the extra $50. The company always pleaded that they 
could not supply ’phones at $125, the rate they accepted with the 
ordinance, which gave them the right to operate in Chicago, be- 
cause instruments had been greatly improved, the copper metal- 
lic double circuit now being in use. On this point Judge Guley 
said: 

“The defendants’ answer clearly shows the inadequacy and 
inefficiency of the old service for the changed conditions of 
affairs.” 

The suit was brought by the Illinois Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation. City Electrician Ellicott has prepared a table show- 
ing that only one other city, New York, has a higher telephone 
rate than Chicago. Mr. Ellicott says there shoud be an in- 
stallation charge and a uniform charge for each message. It 
is not entirely clear as yet whether the action of the judge and 
aldermen will have any effect on druggists’ instruments. Al- 
most all the druggists have slot telephones, but if a new ordi- 
nance is drafted all instruments may be affected by the pro- 
vision regarding an installation charge, and the rate might 
possibly be made greater or less than one dime for each call. 
The rate will, of course, have to be what the Council decides. 
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If the rate is too low, the company might retaliate by putting 
back the old instruments first in use. 


PREPARING TO PROSECUTE PHARMACY LAW OFFENDERS. 


The prospects are that prosecutions on behalf of the State 
Board of Pharmacy will soon be pushed with thoroughness. The 
State’s Attorney has asked for two more assistants and will be 
able, when his request is complied with, to give all infractions 
of the law proper attention. The request was made to the 
county commissioners, who are asked to make an additional 
appropriation. This action was taken because of the recent 
ruling of the Attorney-General in regard to the Governor’s 
right to appoint attorneys for various State Boards. The 
boards which are affected are the State Board of Pharmacy, 
State Board of Health, State Board of Dental Examiners and 
State Board of Architects. 

A curious case came before Judge Dunne recently. It 
was charged that pharmacy certificate 8,182, issued in 1899 to 
Edward Czerniowski, had been rented to Karel Kvitk for $15 
a month. Kvitk admitted on the stand that the charge was 
true, and the certificate was ordered returned to the State 
Board of Pharmacy. It is charged that Kvitk used the certifi- 
cate in his business of fitting up drug stores and that he would 
loan it to customers until they were able to secure one. A 
curious feature of the case is the fact that Czerniowski is said 
to have died in 1898. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD. 


The State Board of Pharmacy has organized for 1902, as 
follows: 

President.—B. Schwartz, of Salem. 

Vice-President.—H. Sohrbeck, of Moline. 

Treasurer.—W. Bodemann, Chicago. 

Secretary.—L. J. Hoy, Woodstock. 

Mr. Bodemann was elected treasurer for the third time. At 
the last examination the following were granted certificates as 
registered pharmacists: 

Chas. H. Althoff, M. J. Berlezkowski, Peter Czaja, Albert A. 
Eberlein, Eugene H. Haines, Harry L. Hull, W. T. Isted, Stan- 
ley J. Jerusal, Frank P. Sanderson, Paul G. Stahlfeld, Clinton 
K. Sherman, Joseph Swanson, J. Earl Taylor, Winfield S. Clax- 
ton, F. D. Griffiths, Adolph W. Henke, Edgar Roberts. 

These will receive certificates as assistant pharmacists: 
George N. Gouy, John R. Neal, Jr. 

The next regular examination will take place in Chicago, 
February 11. The next apprentice meeting is scheduled for 
February 7. 


A STUDENT SMOKER. 


A notable affair took place at the Chicago office of Parke, 
Davis & Co., 44 Franklin street, on the night of January 18, 
when 350 members of the graduating classes of Northwestern 
University Medical School and the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons were entertained at a joint smoker. Prominent mem- 
bers of the faculties of both schools took turns in telling the 
young men stories of the humorous side of a physician’s life 
and reminiscences of their early years. Among those who told 
stories were Drs. J. B. Murphy, L. Blake Baldwin, A. R. Ed- 
wards, G. Frank Lydston, W. E. Schroeder, W. S. Christopher, 
Joseph Zeisler, F. X. Walls, W. A. Evans and H. P. Hendricks. 

Press Woodruff got’ off a number of jokes and clever sayings. 
The Parke-Davis Orchestra furnished the music. During the 
intervals between story telling and music the students from 
the two colleges indulged in a contest with the object, ap- 
parently, of seeing which crowd could deliver its college yell 
with the greatest vigor. 


‘WHY WE WERE PLACED ON THE CUT-OFF LIST.” 


Robert Stevenson & Co. have issued a circular under the 
above heading, which reads as follows: “It appears that our 
floor salesman took a few C.O.D. orders from a small dealer, 
I. N. Empie, Seventy-first street, Chicago, whose name was on 
the list of advertised cutters, but had escaped the attention of 
our City.Department. The total sales to this party was less 
than $50. We have not sold a dollar’s worth of goods to State 
street cutters or elsewhere except in the instance above cited. 
The circular sent out by the association is misleading and con- 
veys the impression that we wilfully violated our obligations 
to stand by the tripartite plan, which is not the case. It is 
well known that we have steadfastly refused to sell cutters 
anywhere, for many years, to whom we could have sold 
thousands of dollars annually. We have not changed our 
policy of protecting the retailer and are wrongfully accused, 
as you will learn in due time.” 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


N. R. Stewart, who has been manager of the Venetian 
building store of Gale & Blocki for several years, is about to 
open a new store at 76 Dearborn street, in the Unity building. 
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A. W. Adamick has purchased the store of Lucian P. Cheney 
at 237 North Clarke street. 


The Plaza Pharmacy Company, of Chicago, have taken out 
incorporation papers. ‘The incorporators are Fritz Goetz, B. D. 
Carter and W. S. Dillon. 


As the result of ill health, Mr. Dewey has retired from the 
firm of Pomeroy, Dewey & Co., at Sixty-fifth street and Went- 
worth avenue. 


F. A. Druehl, of Druehl & Franklin, druggists at Salt Lake 
_~ was in Chicago recently to attend the funeral of his 
mother. . 


Emil Thiele, who already owns several stores, will open a 
new one at Sixty-third street and Lexington avenue as soon 
as a building now going up on that corner is finished. 


The Veteran Druggists’ Association at its next meeting will 
listen to a paper on one of the old time drug firms, to be read 
by Albert B. Hunt. 


Dr. J. G. Craig is going to put $10,000 into a store at Fifty- 
ninth and Halsted streets. He will have an office upstairs 
where he will carry on his practice. 


C. F. Schmerker, who had a store at Twenty-second and 
State streets, went out of business suddenly January 7. Sev- 
eral wholesalers say they have cause to regret his action. 


The Clarke Helme Loomis Advertising Company have been 
incorporated with a capital of $40,000. This is the concern 
who get out the local organ of the N. A. R. D. The incor- 
porators are Clarke Helme Loomis, G. H. Bunge, F. W. Sayers. 

The Hayden Mining & Milling Company have changed their 
name to the Hayden Chemical Company. The company will 
hereafter manufacture chemicals, medicines and fruit bever- 
ages. 

The Dr. Auld Medical Company, which will deal in drugs 
and medicines in Chicago, has just been incorporated. The 
capital stock is $10,000 and the incorporators are Isadore 
Lasker, J. C. Wilson and William Slack. 


Walter M. Sempill, the veteran druggist, is ill at his home. 
EK. H. Sargent, another of the old timers, who has been ailing, 
is much better. James S. Barclay, of Oak Park, formerly 
president of the Veteran Druggists’ Association, is very low. 


Members of the Committee on National Legislation of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association assert that a bill will 
soon be introduced into Congress providing that the hospital 
stewards (pharmacists) of the marine hospital service be al- 
lowed the rank of second lieutenant. " 

The Chicago Drug Trade Club gave a most enjoyable enter- 
tainment on the night of January 16. There was a reception 
and musicale in the club rooms, and the members were there 
in force, There was a humorous reading by H. A. Antram 
and an address by George P. Engelhard. 

Ezra C. Fahrney, vice-president of the Dr. Peter Fahrney & 
Sons Company, a corporation capitalized at $3,000,000, and 
engaged in the manufacture of patent medicines, will not have 
to pay a claim for $110,000 made against him by William J 
Kelly, of Arkansas. The litigation has been going on for three 
years, and has been ended by the action of Judge Kohlsaat, 
who has overruled a motion for a new trial. 

Edwin O. Gale, of the firm of Gale & Blocki, has just fin- 
ished a history of Chicago which will be put into the pub- 
lishers’ hands within a short time. Mr. Gale is one of Chi- 
eago’s pioneer druggists, and has always made it a point to 
gather historical information. It was only lately, however, 
that he decided to give out his vast store of facts. Albert E. 
Ebert, his brother historian, has read the manuscript, and says 
veer book will be the most interesting volume of the sort to be 

ad. 


WESTERN NEWS ITEMS. 

Delia A. Day has purchased the A. E. Arnold store, at Mar- 
risonville, IH. Mr. Arnold died recently. 
. sa H. F, Leedom has succeeded Leedom & Don at Morocco, 
nd. 

Carl H. Nelson has purchased the store of W. H. Thorp, at 
Dowagiac, Mich. 

At Eagle Grove, Iowa, A. E. Minzer has retired, and the 
store is now being run by Miller & Crumrine. 

L. R. Bachelle has succeeded Rudolph Bachelle at 75 East 
Forty-third street. ; 

Edward Flagg, who recently sold his store at Hoopeston, 
Ill.. has moved to Westfield, Ill., where he has opened a store. 

H. S. Terwilliger has bought an interest in‘the store of C. 
H. Hoffman at Hoopeston, II. 
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Jobbers Make Concessions to Retailers—Moving for Better Pay in 
the Marine Hospital Service—Banquet of the Drug Clerks. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


St. Louis, January 21.—Every druggist in the city has re- 
ceived a copy of the following circular letter from the local 
wholesale drug firms. It practically explains itself: 


St. Louis, January 14, 1902. 
To the Retail Dengsists of St. Louis and vicinity. 

Gentlemen: We, as the result of negotiations had with your com- 
mittee, hereby amend our circular letter to the trade of June 29, 1901, 
as is set forth in the following correspondence, which we kindly ask 
you to take notice of: 

St. Louris, January 7, 1902. 
Mr. ALBERT NAX;, | Committee, St. Louls, Mo. 

Gentlemen: We have carefully considered the request you made of 
us in behalf of the retail druggists of St. Louis and vicinity to modify 
the arrangements as to the return of containers and the rate of 
cash discount, and we beg to say that it affords us pleasure to amend 
our circular of June 29, 1901, as follows: 

Containers will be received for credit by the house from which they 
were purchased, if in good condition, credit being based upon a dis- 
count of 20 per cent. less than the amount charged for such containers. 
This being your proposal. 

Beginning with purchases of January, 1902, our cash discount will 
be 14% per cent. when bills are paid prior to the 10th of the month fol- 
lowing date of purchase. 

No cash discount will be allowed after the 10th of the month. 

In meeting the wishes of our retail friends, we ask in return their 
cordial co-operation to maintain in their integrity the principles of the 
N. A. R. D. and N. W. D. A. 

Will you communicate this decision to every member of the trade, 
or shall we do so? 

Your prompt reply will very much oblige us, and with best wishes, 
we are, 


Very aod =, 
MEYER BROTHERS DRUG CO. 
er C. W. Wall, Treasurer. 
J. S. MERRELL DRUG CO. 
Per C. P. Walbridge, President. 
MOFFITT-WEST DRUG CO. 
Per C. H. West, Secretary. 
St. Louis, January 8, 1902. 


MEYER BROTHERS DRUG CO. 
MERRELL DRUG CO. City. 
MOFFITT-WEST DRUG CO. 

Gentlemen: Yours of the 7th inst. received, and on behalf of the 
Committee I wish to thank you very kindly for the interest taken in 
our behalf in allowing 1% per cent. discount on purchases if paid be- 
fore the 10th of the month following date of purchase, also 20 per cent. 
discount from price charged on empty containers when returned in as 
good condition as when received. 

You will kindly notify the retail druggists of the city of the action 
taken by the wholesale druggists. 

Thanking you again for your prompt action, I am, 

Very truly, 


While we feel that the changes made in our circular letter of June 
29, 1901, were fully justified by the conditions existing, yet desiring to 
do everything possible to please you, it affords us pleasure to meet 
your views as expressed by your committee. 

With best wishes, 


A. NAY. 


Very ai pense. 
MEYER BROTHERS DRUG CO. 
J. 8. MERRELL DRUG CO. 
MOFFITT-WEST DRUG CO. 


TO PROMOTE PHARMACISTS IN THE U. S. MARINE HOSPITAL 
SERVICE. 


Copies of an amendment to the “ Health Service” bill have 
been sent to every druggist in the city, and the great majority 
of them are using their influence upon their representatives in 
Congress to secure its passage. The amendment provides for 
an increase in the rank and pay of the pharmacists in what is 
now known as the U. S. Marine Hospital Service, but which it 
is proposed to call the United States Health Service. 


THE SATURDAY NIGHT CLUB 


The St. Louis Retail Druggists’ Saturday Night Club have 
elected the following officers for the ensuing year: President, 
J. M. Good; vice-president, Dr. A. J. Enderle; secretary, C. D. 
Merrem; treasurer, A. J. Davenport. They have decided to 
hold their meetings in future on the second Tuesday forenoon 
at the Mercantile Club. 


THE ANNUAL BANQUET OF THE ST. LOUIS DRUG CLERKS’ 
SOCIETY 


was held at the West End Hotel on the night of January 16. 
There were about fifty present. O. F. C. Bausch acted as 
toastmaster. It was a stag temperance affair, but highly en- 
joyed by all present. There were no regular toasts on the pro- 
gramme, but nearly every one present was called upon by the 
toastmaster. Besides the faculty of the St. Louis College of 
Pharmacy, there were present representatives from each of 
the local wholesale drug houses. 


Ace AEN tow 




















AMERICAN 





DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 









Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 


The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 








Condition of Trade. 
New York, January 25, 1902. 


LTHOUGH most dealers continue to pursue a cau- 
tious policy in regard to buying, and this, coupled 
with an almost entire absence of speculative interest, gives 
to the market a quiet and tame appearance, jobbing or- 
ders continue in fair receipt, and reports from travelers 
indicate an early revival of business. The orders which 
are coming in through travelers from interior points in- 
dicate a fairly general activity, and the market situation 
on the whole is considered satisfactory. Few fresh fea- 
tures of interest have developed during the interval, such 
fluctuations in prices as have come to the surface since 
our last being comparatively unimportant, save, perhaps, 
in one or two instances. Opium continues weak and un- 
settled and is fractionally lower, while quinine remains 
quiet but steady. The price of salol has been reduced 
by manufacturers, and lithium carbonate and citrate have 
further declined. Cocaine continues very irregular, and 
reports are current that the inside quotation is being 
shaded by manufacturers, lending some demoralization 
to the market. The continued scarcity of Calabar bean 
has served to further stiffen values on this article and its 
derivative eserine ; and the same may be said of jaborandi. 
The hypophosphite salts are generally lower, the simple 
salts of potassium, sodium and calcium having declined 
sc. The principal changes of the fortnight are included 
in the following table : 


HIGHER. 
Spirits turpentine, 
Sodium phosphate, 
Calabar beans, 
Juniper berries, 
Gum guaiac, 
Colchicum corm, 
Gum benzoin, 
Buchu leaves, long, 
Pilocarpine muriate, 
Stillingia root, 


LOWER. 
Opium, 
Salol, 
Lithium carbonate, 
Lithium citrate, 
Colchicum seed, 
Cocaine muriate, 
Sodium salicylate, 
Sodium benzoate, 
Hypophosphite salts, 
Messina essences, 


Rumex root, Ipecac root, 

Oil pennyroyal, Belladonna leaves, 

Coca leaves, Ergot, 

Quince seed. Camphor oil, 
Anise oil, 


Salicylic acid, 
Cardamoms, decorticated, 
Golden seal root, 

Jalap, 

Bleaching powder, 
Quicksilver. 


DRUGS. 


Aleohol is without important change. The demand has con- 
tinued moderately active at previous prices, or, say, $2.55 to 
$2.57, as to quantity, less the usual rebate; wood held at 60c 
to 65c for 95 and 97 per cent. 


Barks.—There has been no movement of consequence 
in the various lines of druggists’ barks, and prices generally 
are without quotable change. Elm continues scarce, and for 
the limited supply available 15c is asked. Wild cherry is still 
wanted and values are well sustained at the range of 6c to 
15c, as to quality and quantity. 


Belladonna leaves continue scarce and in demand, but prices 
have not further advanced, sales being made at our quotations, 
or, say, 14c to 16c. 





Buchu leaves, long, are in very limited supply, and for the 
small quantity available up to 65c is asked, though a firm 
bid on a quantity offer might be accepted at a shade under 
this; short is in more liberal supply, and values are less firm, 
though no price changes are to be noted. 


Cacao butter is slightly firmer, as the result of the recent 
auction sale at Amsterdam, but only a moderate jobbing busi- 
ness is reported, at the range of 3214c to 33c for bulk and 39e 
to 40c for 12-lb. boxes. 


Calabar bean continues to show an upward tendency, owing 
to scarcity, and holders do not now offer under 20c, which is 
said to be below the cost to import. 


Cocaine muriate is weak and unsettled, owing to keen com- 
petition among manufacturers, who are naming prices in in- 
stances below the established quotation, and we hear of par- 
cels changing hands during the interval down to $4.30, though 
$4.50 to $4.60 is generally quoted. 


Cod liver oil, Norwegian, continues steady upon spot, and 
the demand is of seasonable proportions; quoted $21.50 to 
$25.50, as to brand and quantity. 


Cubeb berries are not tdken with any interest, but the ab- 
sence of demand has not influenced holders to urge the dis- 
tribution, and prices are as previously quoted, or, say, 10c to 
11¢e for whole, and 138c to 16c for powdered. 


Damiana leaves are scarce and wanted, and the inside quo- 
tation has been advanced to 914c, with 10¢c generally asked. 


Ergot has remained quiet, and holders are disposed to offer 
more freely at a decline from previous prices, or, say, 39c to 41¢ 
for German, and 42c to 45c for Spanish. 


Guarana is in limited stock, and such sales as are making 
are at 75c. : 


Jaborandi leaves continue to show an advancing tendency, 
though prices are not quotably higher, 12c to 15¢ being asked as 
to quality. 


Juniper berries have developed some scarcity, and holders 
of prime quality have advanced quotations to 3c to 3i4c, and we 
hear of numerous sales at this range. 


Lithia carbonate reflects the influence of continued keen 
competition among manufacturers, and we hear of some sales 
down to $1.50, though the ordinary jobbing demand is being 
met at $1.85 to $2.00. 


Lycopodium is receiving more attention, and holders are 
firmer in their views with little now offering below 51c for un- 
marked. 


Manna has remained in firm position, and prices are well 
maintained at the previous range, or, say, at 80c to 85c for large 
flake, and 33c to 37¢ for small; sorts is almost out of market. 


Menthol is inactive, and in the absence of important de- 
mand, the market is nominally quiet at $4.10 to $4.15. 


Opium continues extremely dull, and prices are again frac- 
tionally lower. A fair jobbing demand is reported, but inquiry 
for case lots is practically suspended. Importers are evincing 
more of a disposition to urge sales, and $3.00 is now named as 
inside. For brokeh lots the quotation of the market is $3.021%4 
to $3.05, while powdered is held at $3.80 to $3.85, and a 
moderate jobbing business is reported at this figure. 

Quinine has met with about the usual sale during the inter- 
val, and a slightly firmer feeling is manifested on the part of 
holders, owing to the receipt of stronger cable advices from 
Amsterdam. The market is said to be steady, with no defi- 
nite tendency manifested in either an upward or a downward 
direction. The trade are not purchasing in quantities much in 
excess of jobbing orders, but less reserve in buying has been 
shown since the bark sale at Amsterdam on the 23d inst., at 
which the price of bark was fairly well maintained, the de- 
cline which was expected only amounting to about 114 per 
cent. Large bulk from manufacturers has sold during the 
interval at 27c to 30c, while German in second hands has been 
offering for sale at 26c to 26%4c, on a parity with Java. 

Rochelle salt is being urged for sale in some quarters, and 
more or less competition exists, with the result that recent 
transactions have been at a decline from previous prices, or, 
say, 16e to 161éc. 
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Salol prices have been-reduced by manufacturers to the 
range of $1.20 to $1.80, as to quantity; ounce packages are 
quoted at $1.85, less a rebate of 5c per lb. on lots of 25 Ibs. 
and 10c per Ib. on lots of 100 lbs. 


Sodium salicylate is lower, in sympathy with the decline in 
the sig Tog acid, and sales in a large way are now making at 
35c to ¥ 


Thymol continues somewhat irregular and unsettled. De- 
spite advices from abroad reporting scarcity of ajowan seed, 
the crude material, prices are nominally lower, the wide range 
of $2.90 to $3.15 being quoted. 


Vanilla beans have been in moderately active demand, but 
importers are meeting the wants of the trade at prices within 
our quotations, or, say, $6.75 to $11.00 for whole Mexican, $5.50 
to $6.25 for cut and $3.00 to $6.75 for Bourbon. 


CHEMICALS. 


Alum has sold well in a jobbing way of late, and the de- 
mand for consumption continues good, with prices well main- 
tained at $1.75 to $1.80 for lump, and $1.80 to $1.85 for ground. 


Benzoic acid. synthetic, is offering a shade lower in quantity 
lots, 364c being now named: for broken packages up to 40c Is 
still named. 


Bleaching powder has come to hand in liberal quantity dur- 
ing the interval, and under the influence of freer offerings 
there are sellers of casks at $1.37%4 to $1.75 for English, Ger- 
man R at $1.90 to $2.00 and Continental at $1.90 to $1.95 per 
hundred Ibs. 


Blue vitriol continues unsettled in sympathy with the metal, 
and values are barely steady at the recent decline to 4%c to 
4%c. 


Brimstone, crude seconds, remains quiet with spot and near- 
by parcels quoted at $24.00; forward shipments can be con- 
tracted for at $23.50. 


Carbolic acid is given very little attention at the moment, 
and prices for drums are a shade lower, 17¢c to 18c being 
named for crystals; lb-bottles are unchanged at 28c to 24c. 


Chlorate of potash is fairly well sustained at the range of 
Se to 814¢ for domestic, and 101%4c to 10%c for foreign crystals, 
as to quantity; foreign powders held at 8%c to 9c. A moderate 
demand is experienced. 


Citric acid remains seasonably quiet, and the bulk of the 
sales are from second hand, who quote 338c to 33%c for barrels 
and kegs respectively. 


Cream of tartar is passing out fairly in a jobbing way at 
regular manufacturers’ quotations, or, say, 19¢c to 19%e. A 
good consuming demand is also reported. 


Salicylic acid has shown a weaker tendency during the in- 
terval, and manufacturers have announced a decline in quota- 
tions to 34c to 36c, as to quantity. The salts of this acid are 
correspondingly lower, sodium being quoted at 36c to 38c. 


Tartarie acid from second hands is obtainable a shade be- 
low leading manufacturers’ quotations, 28¢c to 28\%4c for pow- 
dered. The market for this article is a trifle unsettled, and it 
is intimated that prices are being cut in some quarters. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


. aa is a shade easier, and the market is weak at $1.20 to 
1.25. 


Bergamot has declined to $1.80 to $1.90; jobbing sales only 
are reported. 

Camphor is lower, 8c now being quoted as the inside price 
by most holders. 

Caraway is firmer in sympathy with the seed, but sales are 
making at the range of $1.00 to $1.20. 

Cassia has not changed in the interval, but the market 
lacks strength at 70c to 75¢ for 75 to 80 per cent. 

Clove is advancing into stronger statistical position, and an 
early advance is looked for. 


Lemon is lower, with the other Messina essences, the de- 
cline being attributed to the arrival of new crop of oil, and the 
revised quotation is 80c to 85c. 


Lemongrass is tending upward, and up to $3.00 is now 
named for redistilled. 


Myrbane is easier, 75<c to Sc and 8%c to 9c being now named 
for drums and cans respectively. 
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. Ovange has declined to $1.40 to $1.45, on account of recent 
arrivals. 


Pennyroyal has been in steady moderate demand since our 
last, and there appears to be some paucity of stock, giving the 
market an upward tendency. At the close $1.25 was named as 
an inside quotation. 


Peppermint is maintained in firm position, with a good 
inquiry, Western in tins being quoted at $1.80 to $1.90, and 
New York in tins and cases at $1.80 to $1.90 and $2.00 to $2.15, 
respectively. 


‘ Saffrol has receded to 34c to 36c, the quotation from first 
and. 


Sassafras is maintained steadily at 38c to 40c, as to qual- 
ity; artificial is a shade lower and offers at 27c to 28c. 


GUMS. 


We have no large transactions or important price changes 
to note in this department. Only a small jobbing trade is be- 
ing done in the various lines of mucilaginous gums, but prices 
are generally well sustained on all varieties. Benzoin, Sumatra, 
is a shade higher in consequence of increased demand and re- 
stricted stocks, 30c being now named as inside. Guaiac is 
scarce and prices have advanced 5c, the revised range being 
25c to 30c, as to quality. Gamboge is tending higher, the last 
open quotation being 57%4c to 60c for pipe and 55c for blocks. 


ROOTS, 


Althea, cut, continues very scarce, and holders generally 
are firmer in their views, at an advance to 25c. 


Colchicum is reported scarce at primary sources, and hold- 
ers here are quoting at an advance to 9c to 9%4ec for corm. 


Gentian is firmer in the face of stronger advices from 
abroad, but quotations are nominally unchanged, there being 
yet an absence of important demand. 


Golden Seal is in better supply and ordinary grades offer 
at 48c to 50c, as to quality and quantity. : 


Ipecac has sold indifferently during the interval, and hold- 
ers are showing some disposition to urge their goods by mak- 
ing price concessions. We quote the range as follows: Rio, 
$2.60 to $2.70; Carthagena, $1.42%4 to $1.47%4. 


Jalap offers more freely at a decline to 12¢ to 18¢ for whole 
and 17c to 18¢c for powdered. 


Rumex (yellow dock) is in less abundant supply, and hold- 
ers have advanced their inside quotation to 8c. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is meeting with a fair jobbing In- 
quiry, with the sales reported at 7c. 


Senega quotations have been generally revised to agree with 
the range of quality now offering; dark root held at 50c and 
choice at 54c, with several large transactions reported at these 
figures. 


Stillingia is scarce and wanted, and recent sales have been 
at 9c. 


SEEDS. 


Little of interest has transpired in this department since 
our last, and the conditions are practically unchanged, so far 
as demand and prices are concerned. Colchicum has eased off 
a trifle, and is now held at 40c, while prime red German quince 
has advanced to 40c to 42c, and Russian quince to 38c, owing. 
to scarcity both here and abroad. 





War in the Window Glass Trade. 


A conference was held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, in this 
city, on January 23, between the Window Glass Jobbers’ As- 
sociation, the American Window Glass Company, and the 
Federation of Co-operative Window Glass Companies, of 
Muncie, Ind. As one result 500,000 boxes of glass were sold 
to the jobbers for $1,500,000, which was considered to be a re- 
markable low figure. 

There is every reason to believe that a war of prices is im- 
pending in the business. The principal circumstance upon 
which this belief is founded is that the Independent Glass 
Company of the United States were not represented at the 
meeting, the attendance at which comprised about twenty, 
who were there in the interests of the manufacturers, the 
others being from the Jobbers’ Association. 

Prices made on the sales were based upon the manufactur- 
ers’ list of January 1, 1901, and were computed from the quo- 
tations which it gave, as follows: Single strength, 89.02% per 
cent.; double strength, 89.05 per cent. 











































































6s AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD. 


Notes of the Travelers Caught on the Fly. 


J. D. SIPP. 


Eastern Representative of the Duroy & 
Sandusky, O. 


J. D. Sipp on January 1 became sales agent for the Duroy 
& Haines Company, of Sandusky, O., with headquarters at 
1 and 3 Park row, New York City. Mr. Sipp is a native of 
Brooklyn and received his education in that city. He went te 
Illinois in 1883 and in 1891 opened a retail drug store in River- 
side, a suburb of Chicago. His health breaking down, in 1896 
he went with Chas. Truax, Greene & Co. as local buyer for 
two years, and then went on the road for A. R. Rremer Com- 
pany and introduced Coke’s Dandruff Cure from New York 
to Virginia, making his headquarters in New York and Balti- 
more. Mr. Sipp will cover the whole territory from New York 
to New Orleans east of the Blue Ridge Mountains, introducing 
the soda fountain supplies and wines of the Duroy & Haines 
Company, of Sandusky, O. 


Haines Company, 


Boston.—Dr. Paul Plessner, representing the Trommer Malt 
Company, Fremont, Ohio, was in town recently. He was giv- 
ing the trade pointers in his specialty. 


Cc. C. Church has been looking after the interests of Fair- 
child Bros. & Foster, New York City. He reported a good 
business. 


Buffalo.—The holiday season is fully over, and the traveling 
salesman is again as numerous as before. Young & Smylie 
send to Buffalo, as an occasional visitor, Louis Austin, who 
knows how to make the most of their specialties. 


One of the traveling representatives of Parke, Davis & Co., 
C. J. A. Fitzsimmons, stopped off in Buffalo this month and 
sold a lot of the crude drugs that the firm are noted for. 


G. A. Fuller, who seatters the Ed. Pinaud perfumes wher- 
ever he goes, and is as popular as the goods themselves, was 
in the city after the middle of the month at his old vocation. 


The Gold Queen’s advance agent is the title given himself 
by A. E. Allbright, lately in Buffalo, looking after the best in- 
terests of the Theo. Ricksecker Company. 


Frank L. Williams, who comes to Buffalo with a full list of 
the goods of the Tyer Rubber Company, of Andover, Mass., 
gave up part of the last half of the month to this center. 


One of the regulars in the drug traveling trade is E. M. 
Willsey, representative of the Albany Chemical Company, who 
lately gave us his usual call with the usual satisfactory re- 
sults. 


Not an every day visitor, but a welcome one all the same, is 
S. H. Greenburg, who has lately sold his customary amount of 
goods fer J. Ellwood Lee Company, of Conshohocken, Pa. 


Wayte A. Raymond. ever welcome representative of Alfred 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


H. Smith, comes to Buffalo late in the month, with a neatas- 
sortment of toilet brushes, sponges and the like. 


Chicago.—A new man has been put on by Parke, Davis & 
©o. to cover the suburban district in the vicinity of Chicago. 
The newcomer is W. H. Rammage, to whom has been assigned 
a large territory. 


L. J. McDonald is at the home office of Wm. R. Warner & 
Co., “ posting up” preparatory to gathering in orders during 
the coming season. 


G. W. St. Clair and Alex. Harris, of Johnson & Johnson, 
have just returned from a trip to the East. At the meeting of 
salemen at the factory, all reported excellent business during 
the last year. 


Cc. M. Wilkinson has been assigned territory in Central and 
astern Illinois by Morrison, Plummer & Co. The change 
was made because of a rearrangement of routes. 





A Crude Drug Catalogue. 


Parke, Davis & Co. have introduced an interesting innova- 
tion in the line of catalogue publications. They have issued 
a handsome little catalogue and price-list devoted entirely to 
their importing department, probably the first booklet ever 
devoted exclusively to crude drugs. The catalogue is also pro- 
fusely illustrated with haif-tones of the drugs in their original 
packages, the majority of the illustrations being exact repro- 
ductions from photographs. Gums, insect powders and san- 
dalwood logs are shown as they leave thé vessel’s cargo, and 
an interesting photograph of the methods of drying rhubarb. 
in China is also given. 





They Fill Their Own Capsules. 


Plump & Linnig, of Lexington avenue and Seventy-sixth 
street, New York, writing to the Nunz Capsule Company, De- 
troit, Mich., under date of December 28, 1901, says: “‘ We here- 
by beg to acknowledge the receipt of the 4-10 M racks you so 
kindly sent us, for which please accept our thanks. As to giv- 
ing you a testimonial, we don’t know whether we can say any 
more in the testimonial line, except that we use a large quan- 
tity of your Empty Elastic Capsules and that we like them 
very much. We make all of our own capsules, such as Sandal- 
wood, Wintergreen Oil, Creosote, etc., and we find them very 
satisfactory.” 





The Proof of the Pudding, Etc. 


The old familiar adage, ‘‘ The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating of it,” is especially applicable to every day business 
life. 'The druggists realize that the best and purest soda water 
is not always drawn from the handsomest marble or onyx 
fountain. Quite frequently the fountain that presents a hand- 
some exterior is reeking with germs and filth inside. The 
syrup containers are often covered with slime and dirt, and 
afford convenient lodging places for germ life of every descrip- 
tion, which may contaminate the soda water. 

The Twentieth Céntury Sanitary Fountain, manufactured 
by the L. A. Becker Company, Chicago, is a marvel of elegance 
and attractiveness, and gives proof of the cleanliness of all 
soda drawn from it, by having all syrups in glass-stoppered 
bottles in plain view of the public, entirely separate from the 
ice chambers or fountain proper. The Twentieth Century 
Sanitary Fountain is modern, durable and elegant, and is 
claimed by the makers to be the only perfectly sanitary 
fountain on the market. 





It is claimed for the Cincinnati College of Pharmacy that it 
is the best equipped institution of its kind in the United 
States, and photographs of its laboratories and lecture rooms 
prove that the assertion is not lightly made. With unsur- 
passed laboratories and facilities it would be hard to improve — 
upon, the college claims that it gives the best course in phar- 
macy offered by any pharmacal teaching school. There are 
no charges for apparatus or material, and the Board of Phar- 
macy records show that its graduates make the highest aver- 
ages. For further particulars intending students should write 
to C. T. P. Fennel, actuary, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUG- 
GIST. 





Unmistakable evidence of the growing popularity of Hart’s 
Swedish Asthma Cure is found in the fact that the proprietors 
have been compelled by the demand for the remedy among 
German speaking people to print the label with directions ip 
German as well as in English. 














